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Christmas Homily 2019 

 

How beautiful it is you see you all here today to celebrate Jesus’ birth. We love seeing 

the families and children here in Church.  

We have been preparing for this day for weeks. All the hustle and bustle, and now we 

can enjoy it.  

I was thinking about this day and what would be a good meditation. And I thought to 

myself, I said, “Santa would be a good example to start with this Christmas.”  Now you 

may be asking how is Santa Claus a good example? Well, let’s ask a few questions about 

Santa… 

 

1. Does Santa Claus pray?  

This is a good question. Well, what's another name for Santa Claus? We call him jolly 

old Saint Nicholas!   Saint Nicholas! That’s right Santa Claus is a saint.  

Do the saints pray? Yes they do. All the time in fact. Therefore Saint Nicholas, Santa 

Claus, prays.  

2. Okay so what do you think Santa Claus prays for?  

Well, he prays for Mrs. Claus that she is healthy and will be a good wife and that he 

will be a good husband. He prays for the elves, so they will do their jobs well making 

all those toys for good boys and girls. I imagine he prays for them when they catch a 

cold – you know it is very cold in the North pole. He prays for his reindeer and for safe 

trip on Christmas Eve. He’s got a lot of traveling to do tonight (last night).  

And of course, he prays for the children. That they will be healthy and safe, that they 

will be good little boys and girls, that will grow up to be Good men and women and 

one day will have families of their own and raise them well. 

3. What else do we know about Santa Claus? 

Originally he was a bishop from what is modern day Turkey. He was known to have 

travelled around the countryside and given away all his wealth to the sick and poor. 
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One of the best-known St. Nicholas stories is the time he saved three poor sisters by 

providing them with a bag of coins for a dowry so that they could be married. Over 

the course of many years, Nicholas’s popularity spread and he became known as the 

protector of children and sailors. 

Being a former Navy sailor (and a former child), I like him already. 

4. What is this about “naughty and nice”? 

We know from the song “Santa Claus is coming to town” that he has a list, which he 

checks twice, to find out if you are naughty or nice. 

See Santa wants us to be good. He wants us to share, and listen to our parents, to be 

kind to our brothers and sisters, to listen to our teachers and be charitable to the 

poor and sick like he was. He wants us to be loving families and good to our 

communities 

5. Why is Santa so Generous and kind and loving? Why does he want us to be 

generous and kind and loving? 

Because he loves Jesus! 

6. What? Does Santa Claus love Jesus?  

Well of course Santa Claus loves Jesus! There would be no Christmas without Jesus, 

right? No Christmas, no Santa. The whole reason that he delivers presents is to 

celebrate Christmas and celebrate Jesus's birth! Santa is doing his part to “love our 

neighbor” as Jesus taught us. 

Santa Claus loves Jesus and so he prays to Jesus for all the people he visits, the poor, 

the sick and all the children. He prays for Mrs. Claus, the reindeer, the elves 

everybody. He asks Jesus to keep them safe and help them grow strong. 

 

7. Why Does Santa love Jesus? 

Well, as a bishop, Saint Nicholas would read the same Bible stories we read. We hear 

in the readings today about the coming of Jesus. 
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We hear that John the Baptist heralded his coming. “Behold one is coming after me. I 

am not worthy to unfasten the sandals of his feet.” John tells us that someone truly 

great is coming! 

We hear that an angel spoke to Joseph, saying his wife Mary, would bear a child by 

the power of the Holy Spirit. They should name him Jesus, which means “God saves.” 

His birth would fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah from hundreds of years before, “the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a child, and they shall name him Emmanuel.” This name 

Emmanuel is a symbolic name which means “God is with us.”  

 

Santa loves Jesus, because Jesus came and died to save us all. He promises to be 

Emmanuel – God with us – wherever we go. So when Santa is driving his sleigh all 

over the world, Jesus is with him the whole way. 

Jesus is also with all the families and children throughout the world.  Think about it. 

All over the world families are celebrating Jesus’ birth on Christmas! All the Christians 

from Russia, to China to Iraq, to Uganda, to Norway, to Brazil, to Alaska, to New 

Jersey. All over the world, we Christians are gathering to celebrate Jesus, each in our 

own way, each on our own traditions.  

And we are reminded by Santa, that a major way we celebrate Jesus is to be generous 

and kind and loving. We are to use our gifts and talents, we are to share with those 

less fortunate. We are NOT called to be “naughty” and selfish and keep our gifts and 

talents to ourselves. Rather, we are called by Jesus to practice living a good and holy 

life, full of virtues and good deeds.  

Jesus wants to strengthen us and guide us to grow to be holy men and women and 

holy families. To be Generous and loving. Even though we mess up badly sometimes, 

Jesus forgives us and will always be with us to support us. He likes being Emmanuel 

“God with us.” 

I went to confession today/yesterday to 94-year-old Fr. Quinlan to get ready for 

today. He said something very helpful to me. He said, “Father, don’t give up on 

yourself. Jesus never gives up on you!” Jesus never gives up on us. He will always love 

us and be there for us. 
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On this Christmas eve/day, we thank God for the example of Saint Nicholas, Santa 

Claus. He teaches us by example to be giving and sharing and loving and prayerful. He 

teaches us to celebrate Jesus and to love Jesus by living our lives for him and that we 

are loved and supported by Jesus always. 

 

So let us pray today, like Santa, that the world may celebrate Jesus's birth. We pray 

for our families and our friends and our loved ones, and we pray for peace and joy in 

the world and we pray for a happy, healthy New Year. We pray, that in 2020, we may 

witness with our lives that we too love Jesus like Santa does! 

 

On behalf of Fr. Jakub, the Deacons, the great staff and parish, I wish you a very Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year. May you be safe as you travel and may you experience 

some of that peace and joy of the Christmas Season. 

 


