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Christmas Homily 2021 

Merry Christmas! 

Such a joyous time of celebration – of family, friends, faith, decorations, cookies, and 

maybe some presents! 

And we certainly want to thank God for the greatest present of all, His Son Jesus, who 

gave himself for us to bring us into God’s family and lead us to care for one another on 

our way to Heaven. 

Tonight, I would like to draw really close to the what was going on in Bethlehem all 

those years ago when Jesus was born.  

Let us imagine that we are in the field that night with the shepherds. We’ll call the 

leader of the shepherds, David. Let us imagine what happened that night to David and 

his friends… 

David and his fellow shepherds were just laying down to sleep. They gathered all the 

sheep, including any lost ones that they brought back into the fold. They cared for all 

the sheep, making sure them were healthy. They cleaned and bandaged any wounds, 

rubbed protective oil on their heads, and then put all the sheep to bed for the night. 

David and his buddies took turns keeping watch, protecting the sheep from wolves and 

other dangers. It was dark and cold, yet there was an unusually bright star in the sky. 

“Hmmm… That’s interesting. I wonder what it means?” said David. They had a small fire 

going for warmth and light. They took turns, one would keep a lookout while the others 

got some rest. It was going to be a long, hopefully uneventful night, or so they thought… 

All of a sudden, a bright light appeared to David. It was an angel from God, dazzling 

white, whiter than anything he’d ever seen! The angel came over to him and said, "Do 

not be afraid David. I have really good news! There will be Great Joy! Because today, in 

the city of your ancestor David, a Savior has been born. He is the Christ, the anointed 

one of God, and he is the Lord.”  

David did not understand what this could mean. His people had been longing for the 

Christ, the Messiah, the anointed one to come and save them. Could this be the one? 

Could this be true? Could this be really happening… tonight? 
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The angel knew his thoughts and continued, “And to prove it, here is a sign. You will find 

a baby, wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger." 

Now the other shepherds had been awakened by the commotion. They gathered 

around and heard what the angel said and were amazed. They too wondered if it could 

be true. 

Suddenly, David and the shepherds were completely surround by hundreds of angels. 

This was not frightening, but overwhelmingly joyful and beautiful and happy. The angels 

were all singing in the most beautiful voices: "Glory to God in the highest, and peace to 

people on earth!" The sound of their wings was like thundering drums and their voices 

soared to the heavens and filled the shepherds’ hearts with peace and gladness. 

David, although he did not really understand what was happening, was filled with Joy at 

the Good news of the angels. He wondered out loud, “Who is this baby, that an Army of 

Angels would come to announce him signing of great Joy? He must be really special!” 

Now if you were David, and saw the multitude of angels and were filled with joy and 

happiness as they announced the good news… what would you do? Would you go check 

it out? And find who they were singing about? 

Well, that’s exactly what David and the shepherds did. David said, “Let us go to 

Bethlehem, to see this event that God has told us about through his angels!”  They ran 

though the field to Bethlehem and found a cave. Kind of like the cave in the back of the 

Church. They saw Mary and Joseph these. And what else did they see… Oxen, Donkeys, 

more sheep. They saw a manger, you know, a feeding trough for the animals, except 

instead of it holding animal food, there was a baby there. He was beautiful and exactly 

as the Angels said. A baby, wrapped up and lying in a manger.  

They told Mary and Joseph how the angels appeared to them in the field and a great 

army of angels sang to them about this child saying, “Glory to God in the highest.” Mary 

and Joseph looked at each other with tears in their eyes. Mary told the shepherds that 

the baby's name is… Jesus. 

The shepherds all sighed “Ahhh.” And looked at the child and mother and father. The 

holy family.  

The sign was true. This is the good news! This is the special child! A child destined to be 

the Savior, the Messiah, the Christ. How wonderful! 
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Now, if you saw the new baby in a manger, like David, the sign that angels told you 

about. What would you do then? 

Well, David and his shepherd friends, said goodbye to Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus. 

And they were filled to the brim with happiness and joy. They had to go tell people 

about this wonderful thing that happened. They went off and they praised and glorified 

God.  

And they went and told their family, their friends and their neighbors the good news of 

baby Jesus. This child that the Angels proclaimed as the newborn Savior. They told them 

how the army of angels sang to them “Glory to God in the highest.” And how they 

predicted a sign. Then they checked it out and the sign was true. A baby lying in a 

manger wrapped in swaddling clothes.   

And all who heard were amazed! So those people went off and told more people the 

Good News.  

“The End”, right? 

 

No. The was just the beginning! That baby grew up. Jesus went around the country 

preaching the good news of God's love. He did miracles and healed people. He gathered 

disciples and chose his apostles. He taught us to love God above everything else and to 

love and care for our neighbor. Even if we don’t like them, we are to love them. And this 

child would ultimately sacrifice his life to save David, the shepherds, you, me, and the 

whole world. 

Now you've heard the Good News like David and the sheherds.  

What are you gonna do next?  

Like David, go tell everyone about Jesus! Go to friends, family and neighbors. Tell them 

about this special night in Church. Tell them about the Angels. Sing to them Glory to God 

in the Highest. Go tell the Good News of Jesus!  

 

Alleluia! Our Savior is Born. O come let us adore him! Christ the Lord.  

Merry Christmas! 


