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Easter Homily 2022 

 

Today, we see the reason we are Christians. The reason is not a “Why.” NO. The reason 

is a “Who”. Jesus is the reason we are Christians. He is the reason we strive to love God 

above everything else and we strive to love our neighbor as he loved us.  

There are a number of memories that tell us about who Jesus is, which we recall during 

Holy Week. I’d like to point out a few. 

First, on Palm Sunday, we see Jesus, obedient and passionate about doing God the 

Father’s will. Jesus comes into Jerusalem to a triumphant greeting, like a King returning 

home after a victory. But then we read the Passion and see how people turned on him. 

His friends ran away from him. And he was left alone to be condemned, tortured and 

killed. Why would Jesus do that? 

On Holy Thursday, we celebrated the Last Supper, where Jesus gave us this lasting 

memorial, what has come down to us through 20 centuries, a ritual that we 

affectionately call, “The Mass.” He said, “do this in memory of me.” And we do. Every 

time we celebrate mass, we proclaim the love and mercy of Jesus, that he chose to 

suffer and die out of his amazing love for us. We are fed by his body and blood in the 

Eucharist as we strive each week to imitate him.  

Also on Holy Thursday, we remember that at that last supper, the Master and Teacher, 

the most important person at the banquet, Jesus, did something very unusual. He took 

off his fancy clothes, put on a servant’s apron, and washed his students’ feet. Maybe 

their feet were dusty and dirty from walking around all day on dirt roads in sandals. 

Peter even refuses at first. Why would Jesus do that?  

He links the Mass to Service. We are fed by Jesus, so we must go and feed others, and 

love others and serve others. To Follow Jesus, means to get your hands dirty. It means 

to stop thinking we are more important than our spouses, our children, our parents, our 

coworkers, our classmates, our teachers, our students. Jesus says, I am important, in 

fact, I AM God. However, watch what love means. Do this in memory of me also. 

On Good Friday we again recalled the passion and we watch Jesus’ journey to the Cross. 

He is again, obedient and passionate about doing God’s will and loving and saving his 

people. He doesn’t fight back. He doesn’t run away. He Speaks the Truth and he does 
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what his Father commands him. He loses everything. We gain everything. He suffers. 

We are saved. That is love. 

Tonight/Last night at the Easter Vigil, we see more beautiful symbolic moments. My 

Favorite is the liturgy of Light. We light the gigantic Easter/Paschal Candle, which 

represents the light of Christ, the light of faith. We light the Easter/Paschal Candle from 

a blessed fire. The priest says very special prayers:  

“Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, the alpha and the Omega. All 

time belongs to him and all ages. To him be glory and power through every age and 

forever. Amen.” We insert five grains of incense to remember the five wounds Christ 

suffered for us and say, “By his glorious wounds, may Christ our Lord guard and protect 

us.” 

And then the priest lights the candle from the Easter Fire with the blessing, “May the 

light of Christ rising in Glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.” 

This is a powerful blessing. We all can fall into “darkness of our hearts and minds.” We 

can get angry, frustrated, lonely, depressed. We can be very sick and hurting. We can be 

in extremely painful circumstances so much so that we don’t know if we can keep going. 

And sometimes, people allow their minds to be darkened by sin and evil and do wicked 

things to each other: violence, neglect, abuse, oppression. This is not what God wants. 

He wants to free us form the darkness, by Jesus’ Easter Resurrection from the Tomb. 

The next thing we do really shows us what it means to be “Church.” We process the 

Easter Candle into a dark church. The big candle makes it a little less dark. But there is 

still so much darkness. Then, the light from the Easter/Jesus Candle is passed to a 

person holding a little candle. This represents passing the light of faith from Jesus to 

another person. That’s evangelization – proclaiming the Gospel. Then that person 

passes the light to another person by lighting their candle, and so on and so forth. The 

light of faith is passed as we proclaim three times, “The light of Christ. Thanks be to 

God.” 

By the time the Easter/Jesus candle reaches the altar, the church is full of light! The 

Light of faith has been passed from person to person, from generation to generation. 

Elderly, Young adults, teens, kids, babies – the light of Christ that dispels the “darkness 

of our hearts and minds” has been passed to all people.  
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That is the Church. We receive the light of faith, through our families, through our study 

of the Scripture and teachings, through the practice of charity to our neighbor, through 

the receiving of Sacraments, through our daily prayer. The Life of a Catholic is filled with 

these moments of light. Baptisms, First Penance, First Communion and Confirmation 

(which are coming in next month), Matrimony, praying for the sick and hurting, coming 

to Mass each Sunday to Remember Jesus’ amazing love, praying each day with our 

children before bed. It’s the light of the Easter Candle being passed on and nourished 

day by day. 

I declared in the beginning of my homily, that the reason we are Christian is not a “why” 

but a “who.” Holy Week is a “mini study” – watching how Jesus loves us. And the best 

way to thank him for his love and mercy, is to “Do this in memory of me” – to imitate 

him. To share the Light of Christ with our families, our friends, our coworkers, and 

classmates. With the lady that scans our food at the supermarket, with the contactor 

that working on our home.  

Yes, it is hard in this culture to share the light of Christ. But if we ask the Holy Spirit to 

help us see opportunities – it can happen. Some tells you their grandma is sick. Say “I 

will pray for her.” Somebody asks “how was your weekend?” You say Easter mass was 

AWESOME! Post pics and comments on social media – just be gentle, inviting, and most 

of all HUMBLE. Remember Jesus went down on his hands and knees and washed stinky 

feet. How much do you love Jesus? Enough to wash stinky feet? 

Let’s put our gifts and talents and resources to work. Let’s build our parish community 

and support each other in the journey and share the light of Christ at Saint Catharine’s! 

And as we grow stronger, we can radiate that light to more in our community. We can 

dispel the darkness of hearts and minds and bring the fruits of the Holy Spirit, like love, 

joy, peace, patience, gentleness. The world needs it. The world needs Jesus! 

Let Jesus’ Easter light shine through you! Amen! Alleluia! Jesus is Risen. Happy Easter! 

 


