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Epiphany Homily 2021 Learn from the Three Wise Men 

 

Today is the feast of Epiphany. It is a celebration of the visit of the Three Kings from the 

East, bringing their gifts to welcome Jesus, the new born kings.   

We can learn a few things from these Three Wise Men.  

1. They used their gifts to seek him 

First, we see that the three wise men used their gifts to seek the new King. They were 

astrologers and studied the motion of the stars. They found a new star and wanted to 

know what it meant. They knew it was something special or someone special.  

In last Sunday’s Gospel, we heard the old man in the Temple, Simeon, declare the baby 

Jesus to be “a light for revelation to the Gentiles.” (Luke 2) This echoes the prophecy in 

the first reading from Isaiah today, “Rise up Jerusalem, your light has come… Nations 

shall walk by your lights and kings by your shining splendor.” (Isaiah 60)  

Jesus indeed is a light to the nations and his star drew these wise men from a distant 

nation to recognize the arrival of a new king. Perhaps this star was the great conjunction 

of Jupiter and Saturn that occurred on December 21st (although I couldn’t see it because 

of the clouds). 

We learn that we should imitate the Wise Men by using our gifts to seek him. Our gifts: 

intelligence, curiosity, faith, love, family, caring for people… our gifts provide us 

opportunities of encounter, places where we can meet Jesus. For example, our catholic 

faith provides us opportunities to encounter Jesus in prayer and in the Sacraments. Our 

other gifts provide endless opportunities to encounter Jesus in other people. A teacher 

may have an opportunity to help a struggling student; a nurse may get to know Jesus in 

her care for patients; a scientist may get to know God’s incredibly complex and 

wonderful designs in nature; a parent may share the light of faith with their children. 

 

2. They brought him precious Gifts. 

To celebrate this great event and to honor this special king that the heavens proclaimed 

with a new star, the Wise men came with expensive and meaningful gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. The Holy family appeared as nothing special, in fact they were 



2 
 

the opposite – they were poor and not impressive and had to shelter in a barn. Yet the 

gifts of the Magi allowed them to see that there was someone very important here. 

They showed respect to this great person but with some impressive, fancy gifts. 

Like the wise men, we are encouraged to bring gifts to the great King. And not just quick 

giftcard, but precious, meaningful gifts worthy of such an important person. 

If you don’t have Gold, Frankincense or Myrrh lying around, I have some suggested gifts: 

- Bring your time - make time for Jesus. Each day, offer him some part of your day in 

prayer.  

 

- Bring your heart – it takes heart to not only say prayers but to actually MEAN them. 

For this we must bring our hearts to him.  

 

- Offer him your life- if we want to give a most excellent gift, worthy of the King of 

Kings, then all we can give is:  everything we have – our life. Yes, we can come to 

Jesus and say, “Here I am Lord, I come to do you will.” Since he offers himself for us, 

a great gift is that we offer ourselves to Him. 

 

3. Take the good news home. 

The wise men took their experience of encountering this new King and brought it back 

home with them. We, too must take the message we hear at mass and bring it back 

home so it affects our lives and the lives of those around us. 

The Wise Men came before Jesus was old enough to preach the Gospel and teach his 

followers what to do. But, we have the gift of the Gospels and the Church’s guidance. 

We can be a light to the nations. The Star was meant to draw us to Jesus. We can 

continue the story of the nations coming to follow Jesus by the choices we make and the 

faith that we proclaim each day. As I mentioned, our gifts provide endless opportunities 

to encounter Christ. We too can provide opportunities for ourselves, our families, our 

neighbors, our fellow parishioners to seek and to come to know Jesus better. 
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As a community of faith, let us brainstorm ways we can seek the Lord and provide 

opportunities for others to encounter Jesus this year. Let us ask the Lord to help us learn 

how to even better use our gifts to point the way to the newborn King and draw people 

to Jesus like the Star of Bethlehem.  

Let’s dedicate the year 2021 to the Lord! Let us use our gifts to seek Jesus, to encounter 

him, and to lead others to follow the Lord by giving their lives to him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


