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First Communion Homily 2022 Encanto 

 

I recently watched a great movie, you may have heard of it, Encanto. It is about a 

magical family, the Madrigals, and their magical house. 

Abuela Alma, the grandmother, received a magic candle, during a tragic 

circumstance. Abuela Alma and Abuelo Pedro decided to flee their village to 

protect their family. They left with some other villagers, and Abuela holding her 

baby triplets, in search of a new home. Abuelo sacrificed himself to keep the 

group safe, and Abuela received a magic candle and started a new village, the 

Encanto. 

The family all receive a special magical gift starting with the triplets: Julieta, Pepa, 

and… who else? Bruno [we don’t talk about Bruno, no no, it was our wedding day, 

we were getting ready, and there wasn’t a cloud in the sky]. Each has special gifts: 

Julieta can heal with food. Pepa can control weather, and Bruno (shhh) has visions 

of the future. 

And We meet various grandkids, like Luisa. What is her Gift? Super strength.  

And Isabel. What’s Isabel’s gift? To create beautiful flowers. 

Everyone has a gift, except… Mirabel. Mirabel is Julieta and Agustin’s daughter.  

And the whole family gathers around the magical candle. 

Abuela tells them, “Make your family proud!” She tells them to share their Gift. 

 

But despite being magical, the Madrigal family is quite normal. They have their 

strengths and weaknesses, their hopes and fears. One talent it seems they all 

share is that all of them can sing and dance very well.  

Yet, Luisa, despite being super strong, is trying very hard to protect the family and 

fears that she would be worthless if she can’t be of service. She feels she is 

carrying too much. When she starts to lose her strength, she has major doubts 

about herself. 
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Isabel, who is gorgeous and seems to Mirabel to be always perfect, is trying hard 

to make her family proud. She feels like she always has to be perfect. She is even 

willing to marry a man she doesn’t love to please Abuela. 

Mirabel, the only one without a gift it seems, always compares herself to others 

and feels like she is missing something. Mirabel finds it hard to see her own gifts 

and talents and beauty. 

See what I mean? They are a regular family. We, too, are part of great families, 

yet we have our gifts and strengths, as well as our weaknesses and fears. 

Yet we discover in the end that Mirabel does have many gifts, that she is a great 

hugger, and she seems to strengthen and encourage those around her with her 

love. 

From this movie, we learn the gift of being given a second chance and that we can 

always rebuild and fix things, when we forgive each other and respect and accept 

each other. When we work together and love each other and respect each other, 

we can take a home that is broken, and rebuild it! 

We learn that the real miracle is not the magical gift they received. The real 

miracle is each person. “The miracle is you!” Each person is precious. 

 

The story of the Madrigal family can help us realize some very important things 

about today’s celebration and our part in the Church family.  We come together in 

this special home, our Church, our Encanto! 

We have a special candle right here, newly blessed at the Easter Vigil. This giant 

candle represents Jesus the Light of the World. We are to share that light. 

We, the Church, are even more than a home. We are one body, the body of 

Christ. Every time we come to Mass; we experience a miracle. We experience that 

the bread and wine is changed into The Eucharist – no longer bread and wine, 

even though it still looks that way, but now who is it? It’s Jesus! That’s a miracle. 

We receive Jesus and become part of the body of Christ. 

- We don’t have to be perfect. God loves us as we are. We try our best to do good 

and when we mess up, then we ask for forgiveness. When we come to confession, 
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like you did one month ago, your sins are forgiven – wiped clean – gone! Another 

miracle! The miracle of second chances! We can see this little miracle every time 

we forgive each other and ask for forgiveness. I recommend coming to confession 

a few times per year, more frequently for serious sin. Come as a family, be 

forgiven together.  

- We don’t have to be super-strong, but we can strengthen and encourage each 

other by loving and helping each other. By giving some of what we have to those 

in need, we help make each other strong. 

- We don’t have to get caught in the fear of never being good enough, because we 

know from our Catholic faith, that God created each of us in his image, and we 

are very good in God’s eyes. We are each special and unique. In the womb, God 

created a soul for each of us. And there will never be anyone exactly like us. Each 

person is precious. 

And so, today we celebrate our Encanto – our magical home, the Church, the 

body of Christ, our family. 

 

We especially celebrate this holy day that our children will receive their special 

GIFT for the first time. They will receive the Eucharist – that miracle that was 

bread and wine, but is changed by the Holy Spirit into Jesus’ body and blood. 

And as we are strengthened by Jesus in the Eucharist, we are reminded that to be 

a strong family, we need to share our gifts and talents to build and keep our home 

strong. Each person here can help build up our church community by contributing 

some of your time, your talent and your resources.  

 

Children, I am very proud of you today. This is a special day that you come to 

Mass to receive Jesus. I hope you will come to Church each week to Receive this 

miracle again and I hope you and your families will get involved in our parish so 

that we build up our home, our parish family. 


