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Fourth Sunday of Advent 2020 Prepare for Christ 

 

The scene in front of the altar reminds me of how families prepare to welcome the birth 

of their first child. As mom’s belly continues to grow, she prepares for some wardrobe 

adjustments. Then there are all the preparations for the new born: painting and 

decorating the baby’s room, choosing the furniture, and all the other major choices: 

baby clothes, car seat, stroller, bouncy thingy or swing, bottles, binkies, onesies… and all 

the other items that I have no idea about. Lol. So exciting and stressful at the same time. 

A most important preparation is that mom and dad prepare themselves to welcome this 

new life. That they are willing to care for this young life and sacrifice their preferences, 

comforts and entertainment to raise this little one to be a responsible, faith-filled adult. 

Welcoming new life is one way we serve God.  

Today we enter the last week of Advent. We have been preparing to celebrate 

Christmas. We have been preparing our homes and putting up decorations, Christmas 

trees, lights, wreaths, etc., but more importantly, we have been preparing our hearts 

and our minds to welcome Jesus.  

Welcoming Jesus means that we are open to the Gospel message of love and mercy and 

serving our neighbor. Welcoming Jesus, means listening for God calling us to serve him 

in some special way. 

In the Gospel today, we see God preparing the Blessed Virgin Mary, a teenager and a 

very spiritual person, for a great mission.  

God sends his angel Gabriel to Mary to announce what God is calling Mary to become: 

the Mother of God’s Son. 

At first Mary is afraid. The angel tells her not to be afraid, that she has “found favor with 

God.” Then Mary was a bit confused and asked for clarification. She was like “really? I 

don’t quite get it.” 

The angel described God’s plan sending the Holy Spirit. The angel encouraged her, by 

telling her that her older cousin, Elizabeth was pregnant, even though they thought she 

couldn’t have kids. That must have made Mary very happy. 
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Finally, we see Mary take a leap of faith. She did not quite understand how it would 

happen, but she heard that God was calling her to miraculously give birth to Jesus. We 

see that Mary has a great faith and trust in God. She is also very humble. She simply 

surrenders to God’s plan, “Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord, be it done to me 

according to your word.” 

Wow! That is a bold statement. She tells God she is a servant and do whatever he asks. 

That’s why the Church honors Mary as the Greatest disciple. 

 

We are encouraged to imitate Mary. We are encouraged to listen for God’s call and to 

be humble and take a leap of faith. We are also called to be prepared when the call 

comes. Mary was prepared by God given her grace and being raised in a religious Jewish 

home where she learned the value of prayer and God’s Word in Scripture and a 

community of faith. 

We can imitate Mary by building a regular prayer life, getting to know God’s Word, 

being part of a community of faith and leading a faith-filled home. 

At some point, there will be specific calls, vocations, to serve God in a special way. Like 

the call to be a good wife and mother or a good husband and father. Or perhaps to use 

our gifts and talents as a doctor or policeman or business owner who cares for her 

employees and customers. Or to study theology or use our gifts to help our parish. 

Earlier this year, 12 people were called to be part of St. Catharine’s Pastoral Council. 

God can call us to all kinds of specific mini-missions as part of his plan to love and save 

people. I look forward to God calling more people forth to serve the parish in 2021. 

As we near Christmas, let us ask God to help us to be prepared to welcome God’s only 

Son, Jesus. Let us ask for some of the Courage, the Faith, the Humility of Mary to hear 

God’s call and to live the Gospel as God’s servant. Let us prepare to put his love into 

action in our love of neighbor and in whatever way he calls us. 


