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Homily 11th Sunday Ordinary Time 2021 Respond with the Gospel 

 

The one thing certain about life is that it is unpredictable. We never know what life will 

throw at us from day to day. One day, it may seem that everything just seems to line up 

perfectly: the weather was beautiful and sunny, the people were all happy and cheerful, 

the food was delicious. I got into my dream college, or I got the dream job, or I proposed 

and she said, “Yes”. Some days it just seems to work out in our favor. 

And then there are the days that don’t seem to go so well – at least not as we planned. 

Any number of things can go wrong, big or small, from I locked my keys in the car, to a 

fender bender on the Parkway on the way to the beach, to finding out someone we love 

is seriously ill, and of course, a pandemic. Life is unpredictable. 

The question becomes, not “what will happen next?” but “How will we respond to 

what life brings?” 

 

I just finished reading about the Battle of Thermopylae. You may know the story of the 

300 Spartans standing up to the massive army of the Persian King, Xerxes I in the 5th 

century BC. 

The circumstances were grave. The Persian army of 2 million warriors were marching 

from the East and about to invade Greece. Some cities of northern Greece already 

surrendered and joined Persia.  

How would Spartans respond? Would they give in and be enslaved or would they fight 

against seemingly insurmountable odds? 

The Spartans decided to pick 300 of their best soldiers and send them to the bottleneck 

pass at Thermopylae to stop the Persians from entering Southern Greece.  

They knew this was a one-way journey. They could not win. 300 plus reinforcements 

against 2 million? The Spartans only hope was to hold them off long enough that the 

rest of the country would be encouraged and rally to fight as well.  

They chose the path of honor; they chose to sacrifice themselves to save the people. 

They chose not what was best for them, or even for their own family, they choose the 
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common good – to protect Greece from the invaders who would conquer and enslave 

them all. 

Wow. Such courage. Such humility. Such selflessness!  That is why this story of one 

battle has been passed on for 25 centuries. It is a timeless witness to choosing Virtue in 

the midst of Crisis. It is a great lesson for us today. 

If we were in Sparta, would we have the courage to sacrifice ourselves for the common 

good? 

-- 

This gets back to my question. It’s not about the circumstances of life, it is about how 

will we respond. 

When we look at the Scriptures and our faith, we are given a way to respond to any 

crisis, life event or circumstance: 

1. Reflect 

2. Look for Guidance 

3. Look at our values and goals 

4. Hope 

Reflect 

One problem with our current culture is one of Reaction.  The first impulse or just acting 

on emotions can often NOT be the best response. Rather, it is good to take a breath, 

step back, and reflect: Is this the best way to respond to the situation? 

Think of how this plays out in arguments. If we get caught up in the emotions, like 

anger, and just react without thinking, we can often find ourselves regretting it the next 

day because we said something hurtful or made a rash decision or just weren’t thinking 

clearly.  

Therefore, when life throws something unexpected at us, it is good to take time to 

REFLECT on how to respond. 

Look for Guidance 

Next, we want to look for some good advice or guidance on how to proceed. We often 

consult trusted friends and family for their perspectives. This is good and can often be 

helpful if the advice is sound. 



3 
 

As Christians, we have the ultimate guidance already provided: The Gospel. God has 

given us the life and teachings of Jesus and the example of how he responded to both 

the good and the bad circumstances that came his way. Jesus always responded with 

truth and love. He came to do his Father’s will, to make God’s love and mercy known, 

and to show us how to love. 

The Gospel is that “mustard seed” we hear of in the Gospel. And it makes all the 

difference.  

The reason the Spartans were able to make the difficult choice of sacrificing the Three 

Hundred to save Greece was that they trained for that day. The Spartans trained to 

fight. They trained in strength, courage, honor and discipline. They trained to fight as 

one. It was ingrained in them every day. 

For us Christians, this is a good model. Not to train for war, but to train each day to fight 

for the common good, to fight against evil and to grow in strength, courage, honor and 

discipline of the Gospel. 

Look at our values and goals 

Third, we search the Gospel to see the values and goals. What are we trying to teach 

one another? What are we trying to accomplish? 

We explore the Gospel and make it part of us and plant the seeds of the Gospel values: 

Love, courage, gratitude, humility, trusting God, for the common good. 

When an unexpected circumstance arises, we can respond based on Gospel values. We 

respond with Love and Gratitude. We seek to Love God and to Love our neighbor, which 

could be our teacher, our co-worker, our governor, our classmate, another parent, 

someone on twitter, a school leader, our mother or father.  

Humility is key. It takes humility to stop talking and to listen to another perspective. It 

takes more humility to ask: “how can I help this person? What do they need right now?” 

If our goal is just to “get what I want,” it will lead us away from the Gospel.  Recall that 

the emotions of the moment can often lead us astray. 

Rather, our goal is to grow the mustard seed. That little seed of the Gospel was planted 

in us. I mean that the Gospel values have been planted in us by our families and the 

Church, and by studying the Bible and by prayer. Will we have the courage to share it? 
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To spread the Gospel by the way we respond to circumstances? Or will we put the 

Gospel on the shelf and just react to the crisis? 

 

HOPE 

Another big Gospel value is Hope. When the Spartans were sacrificing themselves at 

Thermopylae, they had hope that their death would NOT be in vain. They thought that 

their courage would spread and encourage the rest of the country to fight against the 

enemy. 

We Christians have Hope. We know God loves us. We know that, by his Death and 

Resurrection, Jesus has achieved the Victory over Sin and death. Even though we cannot 

always see that victory, we are invited to continue to do our part in spreading the 

Gospel of love and mercy in all circumstances.  

Sometimes, it may look like things are not going our way. Our loving response might 

open us up to ridicule and misunderstanding. We may not immediately see the fruits of 

our labor to spread the Gospel. We should not give up. We are invited to hope: We walk 

by faith not by sight – trusting God to lead us and help us get through whatever comes 

our way. 

 

Conclusion 

Life is often unpredictable and out of our control. But we can control how we respond. 

We are invited today to not React, but to Reflect. To take what we have learned and 

continue to learn from our faith - the Gospel values - and apply them to whatever 

circumstance, good or bad, that we encounter each day. 

We are to take the seeds of the Gospel and plant them in others by how we respond 

with love, courage, gratitude, humility, trusting God, for the common good. 

The Lord Jesus promises to walk with us, to give us strength and comfort when we ask 

and to help us support others as we walk together. 

Let us thank the Lord for his care and concern for each of us and ask that, whatever life 

throws at us, we always respond with the Gospel. 

 


