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Homily 12th Sunday Ordinary Time 2021 Make Our Time Count 

 

Understanding what our faith teaches about death, teaches us how to better live. 

What is death?   

Death is the separation of body and soul. Our soul, uniquely created for each of us at 

our conception, is eternal. The soul and body will be reunited in the Resurrection of the 

dead. (CCC 1005) 

Where did death come from? 

In the first reading from Wisdom, we hear “God did not make death… God formed man 

to be imperishable…” God desires us to live with him forever. Death is a consequence of 

sin (CCC 1008). In the Garden of Eden, Satan tempted Adam and Eve and they turned 

away from God and sinned. The consequence is death. 

The Good news is that, by his death, Jesus transformed death. Jesus freely suffered and 

died to follow his Father’s will. By his death, he has conquered death and opened the 

possibility of salvation to all. (CCC 1019). One day, God will call us to himself. Imitating 

Jesus, WE can transform our own death into “an act of obedience and love towards the 

Father” as Christ did. (CCC 1009). 

This is because in our baptism, we are bonded with Jesus. WE say, in our Baptism,” we 

have died with Christ.”  This means we are to not be attached to things of this world. 

We merely use them for the glory of God. God is #1. Everything else can help us witness 

to Jesus and get to Heaven. St. Paul assures us, “If we have died with him, we shall surely 

live with him.” (2 Tim 2:1) 

Do we need to fear death? 

NO! God is good and loving and wants us to be with him in Heaven. We are called to 

strive to follow Jesus closely and then we trust in God’s mercy when we fail. Some of the 

saints longed to be with God including St. Paul.  “I am not dying; I am entering life.” Is 

what St. Therese of Lisieux said. 

There’s great advice from the 15th century mystical book Imitation of Christ: “Every 

action of yours, every, thought, should be of one who expects to die before the day is 

out. Death would have no great terrors for you if you had a quiet conscience...then why 
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not keep clear of sin instead of running away from death?” If we have done our best to 

follow Christ, we don’t have to worry. 

But Jesus gave us a number of warnings, that we have to do our part: “enter through the 

narrow gate. For the gate is wide that leads to destruction.” (Matthew 7) 

Jesus tells us to “store up treasure in Heaven” (Matt 6). If we focus on storing up 

treasures based on what is important to the world, we missed the opportunity. Rather 

we are to focus on what is important in Heaven, what is important to God.   

The famous saying of Jesus in Matthew 19: “It is easier for camel to pass through the eye 

of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” And of course, the 

requirement to love your neighbor and the separation of the good and the wicked in 

Matthew chapter 25 “whatever you did for the least ones among you, you did for me.” 

Can people of other faiths be saved?  

God still has the power to save people of other faiths. CCC 847 “Those who, through no 

fault of their own, do not know the Gospel of Christ or his Church, but who nevertheless 

seek God with a sincere heart, and moved by grace, try in their actions to do his will as 

they know it through the dictates of their conscience – those too MAY achieve eternal 

salvation.” This does not include those who already know Christ, but have rejected Him. 

Yet we must remember the Church’s mission to go to all the world and tell the Good 

News. CCC 848 “the Church still has the obligation and sacred right to evangelize all 

men.”  

The Grace of Purgatory 

For our souls to get to heaven, they need to be pure white. Although our sins are 

forgiven in Confession, there is still the stain of sin on our soul. Our soul gets quite 

stained from all the sins. Therefore, no one could get into heaven with a soul that is not 

pure white.  

But God has given us a gift, by creating a way to get to heaven by Christ’s blood. It’s like 

a dry cleaner for the soul. We call it Purgatory. If you make it to Purgatory, you’ll 

eventually make it to Heaven. Purgatory makes our soul ready to be in heaven. It is a 

good thing, a mercy. 
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Conclusion 

Since we are given a limited number of days, make them count! Our days are numbered 

and only God knows how long we have. How will we use the days we have? 

Choices: we can use them in various ways: 

- Purely selfish, pleasure, power, what I want 

- Help others, generously give whatever we have in loving service  

- Wasting time. Not really choosing what to do with my time, talent treasure. Just 

floating along, like a leaf in a river. 

- Glorifying God – obeying and teaching his commands, witnessing to God’s love 

and forgiveness and the reality of Heaven and Hell. Significant part of our day 

thinking about holy things and praying and inviting others to know God. 

We are clearly called to love God above everything and use our time on earth to glorify 

him and make the Gospel known. We are also called to Love our neighbor, that is, to 

overcome our selfish tendencies in our nature (shown by Adam and Eve in the Garden), 

and to use our time to help others. Jesus showed us that the greatest kind of love is to 

“lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15) We sacrifice our wants and our goods, 

so that others might be able to have what they need (food clothing, shelter, education). 

By understanding what our faith teaches about death, we can learn how to better live. 

As we are able to get some relaxation and fun in the sun this summer, perhaps, take 

some time to reflect on the fact that our time on earth is limited and how we can make 

this time count! 

 

 

 


