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Homily 12th Sunday Ordinary Time 

 

Let's review:  where was God in your life during this crisis? Are you able to identify his 

presence?  

Back in December we focused a lot on Jesus being present to us Jesus as “Emmanuel -

God With Us.” How was God with you during the crisis? did you notice him 

communicating to you, trying to get your attention during these interesting two 

months?  

For example a bunch of coincidences pointed to the fact that Mary was trying to get my 

attention during the month of May. She wanted to let us know that she was walking 

along with us. And of course, Mary's job is to lead us to Christ, so that meant she was 

walking alongside us on our journey to Christ.  

How did it happen for you? Did you notice some people in your life that were really 

good to you? Did you notice you enjoyed some very simple things? Did you get 

challenged on what your priorities were before corona and what the priority should be 

as we walk towards Christ?  

Perhaps we can go back to the basics of why we even exist on this Earth. In the 

Catechism #1, we are called “to seek him, to know him, to love him with all [our] 

strength.” 

In the Gospel today, we are told Fear no one. We are to proclaim the Gospel "on the 

housetops." We are to stand up and make known our belief in the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. (Like when we make sign of cross entering church - when we had holy water!) 

"Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge before my heavenly 

father. But whoever denies me before others I will deny before my heavenly father." 

Woah. For us baptized Christians, proclaiming Jesus is NOT a suggestion. Proclaiming 

Jesus is a command.   

I know we don't like being told what to do - none of us do. That's okay, you don't have 

to be a Christian, a follower of Christ. Then you can do whatever you want. You can sin 

as much as you want. You would be totally free: Free of goodness, free of righteousness, 

free of love, peace and joy that come from the Spirit. 
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But if we DARE to say "Our Father" and have the courage to follow Jesus, we are 

REQUIRED to let people know that we believe in Him. 

But if we are afraid and deny Jesus, then we should not expect God to listen to our 

prayers or to be able to get to heaven. 

 

The Good news of the Gospel, however, the reasons why we want to proclaim it, is that 

even though Peter denied Jesus three times he was able to be forgiven when he 

repented and he was even given the strength to follow Jesus. And despite his weakness 

and his lack of understanding, he was able to dedicate the rest of his life to proclaiming 

the gospel, healing the sick, serving others and eventually even had the courage to die 

to stand up for the name of Jesus. Because Peter got to know what we hear in the 

gospel, that the Father loves us so much and pays attention to what goes on in our lives 

that "even all the hairs of your head are counted."  

Really? God pays that much attention to me?? God is not some old man sitting on a high 

mountain a million miles away. God is a God who humbles himself to be with us in 

everyday life, as messy and dirty as it is sometimes. 

God is Emmanuel, he is with us, when we are stressed out and can't fall asleep. God is 

with us, when we are scared about having serious surgery tomorrow. God is with us, in a 

painful illness that causes us to question if we can go on. God is with us, in heartbreak, 

loneliness, crisis, fear, depression, addiction. 

And oh yeah, God is with us in all the happy and good times, too. 

God never abandons us! 

 

This is the God we are to acknowledge before others. Let us reveal his goodness, the 

beauty of the world he gave us, the forgiveness of sins, the promise of everlasting life 

with all our beloved ones for those who believe and confess his holy name. 

 

Today, let us once again declare we are Christians. We follow Christ. And let us ask the 

grace to not be afraid, but to boldly proclaim our faith so that others also might come to 

believe! 


