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Homily 13th Sunday Ordinary Time 2020 

 

There is a great scene in the 1996 movie called, “Entertaining Angels.”  We have an 

encounter between Dorothy Day and her good friend, Maggie.  

Dorothy and Maggie met years before during a rally for the Women’s right to vote. They 

became fast friends. They both were living a very free-thinking and anarchist lifestyle. 

Fast forward many years, Dorothy experienced a conversion of faith and became 

Catholic. In prayer, Dorothy heard Jesus calling her to live the Gospel in her day and age: 

Depression era New York City. Dorothy co-founded the Catholic Worker movement, 

which included community houses where the poor could be sheltered and fed. Maggie 

wandered into one of these houses and they reconnected.  

One night, Dorothy came home late that night and saw someone stealing the last of the 

money that was being saved to pay the rent. Dorothy ran over to confront them, and 

realize it was her long friend, Maggie.  

Dorothy demanded the rent money back but Maggie insisted that she needed the 

money to support her drinking habit. Maggie started to hit her with an umbrella. 

Dorothy took the umbrella from her and raised it. Maggie, fell back, and realizes: she is a 

drunkard, has been promiscuous, and has just stolen from her friend. She was 

completely devoid of self-worth. Maggie screams “Go ahead, hit me, hit me, hit me.” 

Dorothy calms down, looks at Maggie with love and says, “I can see the light in you.…the 

courage and the love…” “You can’t, Stop saying that,” Maggie cannot accept it.  

“You are very beautiful.” Dorothy says lovingly. “I love you.” 

Maggie tries to push back, “You can’t! I stole from you. You’re the only person who ever 

cared about me.” Dorothy sweetly shushes her. And kneels down and takes Maggie’s 

head and places it on her shoulder, embracing her and says, “we all love you, Maggie.” 

Dorothy calms her down. Says “let’s get you upstairs, get you cleaned up and something 

to eat.” 

Meanwhile the house had been awakened. All those taking shelter that night in the 

worker house are now out in the hallway and they witness God’s love for Maggie being 

revealed through her friend Dorothy. 
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The reason we exist as Catholic Christians is to reveal God’s love to the world. We come, 

weak and broken, to be fed by prayer, by the Word of God and by the Body and Blood of 

God poured out to nourish us. We are loved by God and empowered to Go out and 

spread this Gospel love to those we are close to.  But as Dorothy Day shows us, we are 

also called to love the poor, the marginalized, the broken, sinners, drunks, those who 

think they don’t deserve to be loved… like Maggie. 

That’s why Jesus says “those who love Father or Mother or son and daughter, more than 

me, are not worthy of me.” We are called to love God above all things, all people. To 

make his will #1. When we do that, God’s love flows into us and allows us to love in a 

greater way than we can do ourselves. If we love God first, then we can love Mother, 

Father, son and daughter, even better! AND we can love more – we can reach out to our 

neighbors and love them. And we can reach out to strangers and those marginalized and 

share our gifts with them.  

How many pairs of shoes do we need? What about those whose one pair of shoes is 

falling apart? Do we really need to upgrade our car… when someone in our area is 

driving around in a 1999 chevy held together by duct-tape? I say “we”, because I am 

speaking to myself here as well. 

In Matthew chapter 25, Jesus says: “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed 

me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’ … whatever you did for one of 

these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’” 

When our time comes to pass from this world to the next, we will be judged on how 

well we loved. On how well we revealed God’s love to others. 

When we connect to the source of Love -- God’s infinite love for all his children -- then 

we are capable of a much greater Love, as Dorothy Day, Mother Teresa, St. Francis and 

many great people throughout history have shown us. 

As we enter into the “new normal” and this time of national unrest, perhaps we can 

take some time this week to ask the Lord, to fill us with HIS love and to remove barriers 

to loving people, so that we may be able to better reveal God’s love for all his children. 


