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Homily 14th Sunday Ordinary Time 2020 Declaration of Dependence 

 

This holiday weekend is a great time to reflect on what is meant by Independence. 

Certainly, in this country, we can reflect on the words of the Declaration of 

Independence: “we hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, that among these 

are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”   

This is a great goal, but will never be achieved this side of heaven. The Constitution was 

created to create and regulate the society in which we now live. But it was imperfect, 

needing so far 26 Amendments, the first 10 being a Bill of Rights to help secure rights for 

people.  

In his Gettysburg address, Abraham Lincoln hoped in a government “of the people, by 

the people, and for the people” and made use of his gifts and talents to work toward 

that idea. 

Our military members all swear an oath to “support and defend the constitution of the 

United States against all enemies…” 

In the Pledge of Allegiance, we promise “Liberty and justice for all.”  

 

I mention all this to say that the promise of ensuring the independence and rights of 

each person is actually a work of everyone together: government, voters who elect 

them, military and law enforcement, politicians, and every citizen who has ever pledged 

allegiance to the red, white and blue, star-spangled banner that waves “over the land of 

the free and the home of the brave.” 

From the beginning, our Independence is actually dependent on all of us working 

together to achieve it for one another. 

We have seen what happens when we choose NOT to work for liberty and justice for 

others. The results are division, poverty, inequality, injustice, disparity, discrimination, 

abuse, bullying, disenfranchisement, despair, tumult, chaos, anarchy. Groups are 

marginalized, government is viewed as corrupt or “against the people,” and of course 

“the rich get richer and the poor get poorer.” 
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Unfortunately, that is the result of selfish thinking. It is a result of our fallen nature, and 

can only be eliminated by overcoming our own ego-centeredness and desire to get what 

we want despite if others have what they need. 

How can we overcome our human instinctual thought to always take care of ourselves 

and loved ones first, regardless of the needs of others? 

The secret is what I’ll call a “Declaration of Dependence.” 

We should acknowledge that we are actually dependent on each other and need to 

work together to live in harmony.  A great example is when you are stuck in shore traffic 

on the Parkway. You pass exit 100 and now it’s bumper to bumper. If everyone works 

together, takes a deep breath and is patient, then everyone can get there safely in a 

matter of time. However, if people start to get impatient, distracted, and try to 

maneuver themselves in front of others to get there 4 seconds faster, then we wind up 

with accidents and fender-benders, which further stop traffic, requiring police and 

emergency personnel, who struggle to get through the traffic. Traffic lanes are 

obstructed while a tow truck hauls the wrecks away. Now we have more people upset, 

honking their horns, possible yelling out the window or even getting out of their cars. 

Not to mention what happens when someone in the car has to pee. 

Let us recognize it, folks. Our idea of individual Independence is actually a sham. There is 

no such thing. We must admit that we are really dependent on each other. 

We saw this in the stores during COVID. I can go into the store, with my mask on, gloves 

on, wipes down my shopping cart and follow the arrows up this aisle, down this aisle, 

keeping at least 6 feet apart. But then someone walks right by me, talking on their cell 

phone, 2 feet away, grabs some chili beans and walks past me again with a quick, 

“Sorry.”  

Unless we each walk around in a full HAZMAT suit every day, we are dependent on each 

other and must work together to keep everyone safe. But think about it. We must work 

together to make sure all around us have more than just safety – do they have enough 

food, shelter, clothing? Do families have what they need to provide a good education 

for their kids? Do they feel safe in their neighborhood? …In our neighborhood? 

We must work together, because we are actually dependent on each other. And that is 

actually okay. 
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Now the next part. We are dependent on each other, but how do we have the will, the 

courage, the charity to choose what is good for others, even if it means we don’t get 

everything that we want all the time? How do I let someone go first on the parkway, 

instead of blocking their car, so I make sure I get one spot ahead of them? 

This process is spiritual. Choosing the common good is a spiritual matter. And God 

wants to help us – all of us. Because choosing the common good is an act of love. Love 

your neighbor as yourself. 

St. Paul talks about this with the phrases “living according to the flesh” or living “by the 

Spirit.” He invites us to recognize our self-centered first desires, knowing that with 

prayer and God’s grace, we can overcome the flesh, and live for God alone. That’s when 

“Christ lives in us.” 

In the Gospel, Jesus recognizes that we can feel stressed out and overwhelmed and 

need some rest occasionally (or maybe frequently). He invites us to be Dependent on 

God! 

Yes, we can acknowledge how badly we need God to help us in the day to day decisions 

to choose love over selfishness, to choose the good of others over my wants. 

So, Jesus gives us the advice to be humble and meek like him. To be a “little one.” We 

acknowledge that we are little and can’t do it alone. To be little means that we are 

humble enough, to be open to receive God’s strength, God’s help and God’s love, so 

that we can be able to love others better. 

This weekend, let us make a Declaration of Dependence. We acknowledge that we need 

each other and must work together for “liberty and justice for all.” 

God is the only one that has the grace to enable us to conquer our pride and self-

absorption. He is the one that can give us a heart like his that truly cares and wants the 

best for others and puts their needs BEFORE myself. Think about how this can help our 

country! Think about how this can help our families! Think about how this can help our 

marriages! 

Thank you, God, for being so good. I am totally dependent on your grace every day, so 

that I may love my neighbor better and serve them according to your will. Help us all to 

love one another and work together for the common good. Amen. 


