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Homily 15th Sunday Ordinary Time 2021 Where do Prophets Come From 

 

Where do prophets come from? Hmmm…. 

Prophets according to Webster’s dictionary are: 1. Religious leaders who are divinely 

inspired. OR 2. Those that can predict the future. I’m talking about the first definition. 

Someone who is inspired by God with a message.  

In the movies, there are sometimes prophets that have a message from God. They may 

appear out of nowhere. They may be portrayed as complete wackos. They may be a guy 

on a city street corner with a sign that predicts the End of the World is coming. 

Definitely they are very mysterious. Right?  

What if I were to tell you there may be prophets in this building right now? In the pews 

next to you? Prophets don’t grow on trees or come from other planets – we can be 

prophets. 

The prophet Amos wasn’t always a prophet. He seems to be a reluctant prophet, which 

is not uncommon. He was just minding his business as a shepherd and dressing 

sycamore trees, whatever that means. He was just a regular guy… and then God called 

him with a message to call people back to being faithful to God. 

Many times, God calls unlikely candidates. Jeremiah and Isaiah did not feel worthy to be 

prophets. Moses was in exile in another country when God called him to lead the 

Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.  

When God called the prophet Samuel to anoint a new King of Israel, he went to Jesse’s 

house. One by One, Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but God kept on saying 

“Not this one.” Samuel finally had to ask, “Are these all the sons you have?” Jesse 

replied that the youngest son, David, was in the field tending the sheep. Jesse did not 

even include him. But it was David, not the older brothers, that God was calling to be 

the greatest King of Israel and eventually Jesus would be known as a descendent of 

David. 

Look at the Apostles. Same thing. They were a bunch of ragamuffins. Not the polished 

crew you would think that God would call to follow his Son and start the Catholic 

Church. They were stinky fishermen, one was a tax collector, one was a religious 

extremist, one was full of greed, one was a doubter. Nevertheless, God called them.  
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In the Gospel, Jesus sent these unlikely Apostles out 2 by 2, to proclaim the Gospel. They 

were even able to drive our demons and cure the sick. In fact, this is the first mention of 

the sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.  

Who would have thought that God would inspire simple fishermen to preach and 

prophesy and do miraculous healings? People were amazed. 

Throughout the centuries God has called unlikely people to lead and serve and preach 

and inspire other people: St. Francis of Assisi, St. Patrick, St. Augustine, St. Teresa of 

Calcutta, St. Joan of Arc, St. Theresa of Lisieux, Blessed Carlo Acutis and many, many 

more. The Confirmation class typically research saints to find their confirmation name. It 

is good to wonder “How did this person become a saint?” Because they are just regular 

people that God called to be holy and follow him. 

That happens today. We are just regular people: moms and dads, and children and 

teens, young and old, business people, teachers, health care workers, community 

leaders, retired folks and people with many gifts and talents. God calls us regular people 

to be holy and follow him.  

He calls us to go out 2 by 2, or maybe pew by pew, to proclaim the Gospel and be a 

healing presence to others through our love and caring: by visiting the sick and lonely, 

praying for others, donating food and resources to charities, caring for the homeless and 

outcast, being a friend to someone who is hurting. 

We are prophets by the way we live our faith day by day. Sometimes we use words like 

when we are praying or sharing about our love of God and our Church. Most times we 

are prophets proclaiming God’s love in our choices and actions. 

St. Paul tells us that we are chosen by God from before the beginning of the world. We 

are called to be holy. By our baptism, we are adopted as God’s sons and daughters. We 

are called for the “praise of his glory,” in other words, we are to tell the goodness of 

God to all whom we meet. We are to talk about God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who 

loves us and wants to forgive our mistakes and heal us and save us. We are to be 

grateful to all the good things that come our way and recognize that all good things 

come from God. Yes, anything good that we have or that happens to us, does not just 

appear out of nowhere, it comes from God’s goodness and is a blessing. We are 

prophets when we remind people of this. 
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When we are baptized, we are anointed with oil as “a priest, prophet and king.” So I can 

answer my original question: Where do prophets come from?  

Prophets come from any of God’s people, his sons and daughters, whom he calls. And 

he calls all of us with a unique calling or vocation. We are called to spread the Gospel 

and be holy and share God’s love with others. We are called to do this in our everyday 

lives as mothers and fathers, and sisters and brothers and priests and deacons and 

religious sisters and just regular people, like the saints and the people in the Bible. 

The key is listening for God’s call in prayer and when we read scripture. Today, it is very 

clear. God is calling you and me. He is calling us to go out and proclaim Jesus and the 

Gospel, so that God may bless us and the people around us. We are called to be 

prophets who reveal that God is truly with us. 

Are you ready to be the prophet you were called to be? 

 


