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Homily 15th Sunday Ordinary Time - Are We Willing to Bear Fruit for the Lord? 

 

I recently heard a story about a well-known, well-read teacher named Victor, who was 

so beloved that the city even had a statue of him placed in the downtown area.  

Now, in addition to being an expert on Philosophy, Victor also used to study the Bible. 

He was not a Christian, but would tease his good friend, Simon, a devout Christian, “I am 

already a Christian, you know.” Simon would always reply, “I will not believe that… until 

I see you in Church.”  

Victor would further tease him, “So, it’s the walls that make Christians, then?” In other 

words, “Does going to Church make someone a Christian?” This goes well with the 

modern perspective that one can claim to be a Christian, a follower of Jesus, but that 

one doesn’t have to go to Church or practice the faith in any way. Victor would often 

tease Simon about this, and end with the same joke about the walls making someone 

Christian. 

Victor, you see, was afraid of upsetting his learned Philosopher friends and feared that 

he would lose his honored position in town. But after reading the Bible more, he 

became concerned that if he denied Christ and did not witness to him to other people, 

that Christ might disown him when he reached the gates of Heaven.  

He must have just read Matthew 10:33: “Everyone who acknowledges me before others, 

I will acknowledge before my heavenly father. Everyone who denies me before others, I 

will deny before my heavenly father.” 

After feeling the shame of denying Jesus, he went to his friend Simon, told him what 

happened and said, “Let’s go to church, I want to become a Christian!” Simon was filled 

with joy and brought him to Church. Victor became involved in the initiation process, we 

call it RCIA, and started learning about the faith. He eventually was ready to receive 

Baptism. As part of this, he was asked to make a profession of faith, to recite the Nicene 

Creed that we say at Mass on Sundays. Now because he was a public figure, the priest 

was going to allow him to make the Profession of Faith privately, however since Victor 

had taught all kinds of unchristian things in public, he chose to make his profession of 

faith very public. 
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An so he courageously stood up in public and boldly professed his faith from memory, 

knowing that many of his friends would disown him and that he would lose his 

popularity. Victor was embraced by the Church community that day and he was filled 

with joy. 

 

Now this may seem to be a recent story. The idea that we can claim to be Christian, but 

don’t have to go to Church or live Christian values, is fairly recent, right? 

Actually, I read this story in the Confessions, a book by St. Augustine, that was written in 

397 A.D. - over 1600 years ago! Victor’s real name was Victorinus and Simon’s name was 

Simplicianus. And they lived in ancient Rome. Victor’s statue was in the Roman Forum, 

down the street from the Colosseum. Victorinus, chose to bear fruit for the Lord. In fact, 

his conversion was one reason St. Augustine became Christian! 

 

The second reading talks about how the world is longing for a Savior, to free it from the 

slavery of evil and sin. Jesus in the Gospel gives us an image of a seed falling on the 

ground. Jesus clarifies that the seed is the Word of God. That means the teaching of 

Jesus, the Gospel message passed down to us, by God through his Church and the 

Scriptures. Following Jesus faithfully can change the world! 

The dilemma is “Will the Seed, the Word of God, bear fruit?” We know from the first 

reading from the prophet Hosea that God promises to send his Word to earth and it will 

bear fruit and achieve the end for which God sent it. 

The rest is our choice. Will we receive the Word of God and bear fruit? The obstacles are 

clear: one person gets lost in evil, one loses interest when he encounters trials and 

suffering. Another one, starts following Jesus, but gets lost in anxiety, worrying or lust 

for material pleasures.  

This is what COULD have happened to Victorinus. He encountered the Word of God. He 

could have ignored it, like many people do today. He could have continued to pretend 

to his friends and admirers that he had no interest in Jesus. People do that today, too. 

Those who claim to be Catholic or even send their kids to Religious education, but never 

come to Church on Sundays or talk about Jesus at home with their families. 

  



3 
 

But Victorinus, made a choice for Jesus. He knew he would suffer – he would lose his 

popularity and his friends would abandon him. Yet he had the courage and desire to 

follow Jesus – to be honest and really follow Jesus’ Word. And by being faithful to Jesus, 

he encouraged one of the greatest saints in Church history! What a great example! 

 

As we go about our week, let us reflect: We have been given this Seed, the Word of 

God, we hear it every Sunday at Church, and in Catholic school or Religious Education, 

we may even read the Bible occasionally at home. 

Is the Word of God, the seed, falling on the ground, or getting choked by worries or 

greed or fear of losing friends? Or are we watering the seed, making our hearts and 

minds a “rich soil” so that we may follow Jesus faithfully and bear fruit – that we may 

draw our families and others to follow Jesus? 

We pray that this week, that we may be that rich soil and witness to the Word of God by 

the way we live our lives. 

 


