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Homily 16th Sunday Ordinary Time 

 

I think one of the hardest things to do in life seems to be to accept compliments. Either 

we fish for trivial affirmations to make up for a low self-image or when we receive 

legitimate compliments, we tend to minimize or deflect them as if they are not true. I 

am guilty of this. I think we are all guilty of one or both of these. 

The problem with both of these is a lack of truth. To love something requires truth. St. 

Paul declares, “Love rejoices in the truth.” (1 Corinthians 13:6) Love of self, love of 

neighbor, love of God. All are based in truth.  

Having a low self-image and trying to prop it up by receiving attention and unhealthy 

affection is not based in truth. The truth is that each of us are Children of God. We are 

created with all kinds of goodness: intelligence, creativity, dreams, desires, talents, 

bodies – yes, our bodies are good! Because God designed and created them. And like 

any other gift, they can be used for good or evil. For example, a father and mother, 

raising a family. The use of our bodies is natural and works in cooperation with God’s 

creative powers. God is the only one that can create a soul. And he creates a unique 

soul for each one of us. Like it says in Genesis, God looked at all he created, including 

humankind, and said, “It is very good.” 

Now that doesn’t mean we are perfect or great at everything. We may not be good at 

math. We may not be good at baseball. We may not be the most handsome. We might 

not be very tall. We might have freckles and beauty marks that we don’t like. We might 

have hair growing out our ears. Sometimes, we unfortunately place too much value on 

comparing with others: we’d rather have a different hair color, or body shape. Or we 

think we should have more coordination or higher intelligence or be more witty. 

We can spend our whole day saying what we are NOT or what we SHOULD be. 

But when do we simply thank God for who and what we ARE? 

I can count all things as blessings: my body, my mind, my soul. Also, my experiences -- 

both the ups and downs. My gifts and talents, and the areas that I am not so good at. 
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Being a person grounded in the truth, has the humility to accept valid compliments. For 

example, if someone says, “Fr. Pat you are intelligent.” I can respond falsely, “No I’m 

not.” Or I can respond humbly, “I thank God for giving me intelligence.” And I can try to 

use this gift for good. Or I could be like Lex Luthor and use my intelligence for evil. 

 

The reason that I am talking about accepting compliments, is that I’d like us all to take 

some time to recognize our gifts, talents and abilities. I would like to remind us all that 

God loves us no matter what, and that we are unique - there is and only ever will be one 

of you – with your body, mind and soul. In the history of the human race, there will 

never be another Patrick McPartland like me. Yes, maybe someone with that name, but 

not another me.  

That’s how God planned it. And God expects us to be grateful for all our gifts and even 

the areas we are not good at. He expects us to contribute our goodness to the world.  

That one thing changes the world. If you choose to USE your gifts and talents and 

abilities, the world will be different than if you choose NOT to use your gifts and talents 

and abilities. Whether you use your gifts for Good or Evil, that makes a difference, too. 

And you never know the impact of one person’s actions and the ripple-effect that is 

created. For example. What if no one played music at mass today? The mass would be 

different. It would be missing something. What if no one read the readings? An essential 

part would be missing. 

A parish is created based on the gifts and talents that exist in the people. A parish will be 

alive and flourishing or will be lifeless, based on how much of the gifts and talents are 

put to good use.  

For me to do a good job as pastor, then I will merely encourage everyone to use their 

gifts and talents to spread the Gospel message. And I will use my gifts and talents, too. I 

will ask for help in the areas that I am not so talented, like finances. That’s why we have 

smart, experienced people on the finance council and staff.  
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Today I want people to reflect on what gifts and talents and abilities they bring to the 

table.  

Then I want us to think about how well we are using these gifts for God, specifically. If 

you are being a loving, caring Mom or Dad. Great, that counts. If you are a young 

person, developing your skills for the future great. If you are a grandpa who is spoiling 

the grandkids, great.  

And I encourage you to explore where your gifts and talents might come in handy in 

parish life. If the answer is “I don’t know.” That’s okay, and it’s an opportunity to find 

out the needs of this community and see where you can contribute.  

There is plenty of work to do to spread the Gospel message. Jesus says in Matthew 

Chapter 9: “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few.” We are called to be like 

little mustard seeds and grow into large plants. Or we are like yeast that is mixed with 

flour and makes it rise. We are called to let our light shine. Even better, we are called to 

use our God-given talents and gifts to let God’s light shine. When we use our gifts and 

talents for good, it makes God happy. Just like if we gave our son a fishing rod. We 

would be very happy when he catches a fish with it. 

 

Today – know that you are created Good. Know that you are loved. Know that you have 

been given many gifts and talents and abilities. In truth, accept the compliments and put 

those gifts and talents and abilities to work for God! 

 


