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Homily 17th Sunday Ordinary Time 2021 Do What You Can the Lord Will Do the Rest 

 

What can the Lord do with the little that I can contribute? 

Last Week Sr. Suny requested donations for the missions of the Sisters of the Destitute. 

BTW, if you looked at the online brief bulletin through the weekly email or website, you 

can see we are being very generous. Anyway, Sr. Suny quoted Mother Teresa, “We 

ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean… But the ocean would 

be less because of that missing drop.” 

It can seem like the work of the mission of the Church, proclaiming the Gospel, is way 

beyond our talents and abilities. I even hear sometimes that teaching our children the 

faith is way too hard. Who are we to proclaim the Gospel? We are not Apostles or Saints 

or Theologians, are we? What do we have to contribute to such a large task?  

Our parish has 2900 registered families. That means 6000-10000 people maybe. How 

can we proclaim the Gospel to them all? In the 4 counties in the Diocese of Trenton, 

there are 700,000 Catholics.  It’s an overwhelming job. 

- One reaction is to say that it is impossible, so why even try. That seems reasonable, if 

you can’t finish the task, maybe we use our resources elsewhere. However, if we 

took every drop of water from the ocean, one by one, the ocean would be empty. 

 

- Perhaps a more helpful response, is: DO WHAT YOU CAN! And trust God will do the 

rest. We may not be Apostles or Saints or Theologians… but we are all called to be 

“Missionaries.” A couple weeks ago I used the term “Prophets.” We are called to be 

Prophets with a message from God. We are called to be missionaries – going out to 

people, sharing the love of Christ in very simple ways, like food. 

But the question remains, what can the Lord do with the little that I can contribute? 

Enter the stories from the readings today. The Prophet Elisha encounters an impossible 

task. How can 20 little barley loaves and some grain feed 100 people. But Elisha insisted 

that with God’s help, “They shall eat and there shall be some leftover.” And that’s what 

happened! A little miracle because Elisha contributed what they had, and trusted God to 

do the rest. 
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Now that’s just the appetizer course today. (Or a “foreshadow” according to English 

class.)  

Jesus has a much bigger problem. More people, less resources. Not 100 people, but 

5000 men not counting the women and children. Phillip the Apostle wants to give up, 

“200 days wages worth of food would not be enough for each of them to have a little.” 

Think of using 6 months of your salary to buy food for a crowd. This situation was really, 

really impossible. 

Andrew’s reaction is different. He Does What He Can. He finds a boy with a basket of 

only 5 barley loaves and 2 fish. That’s probably just a snack the boy brought for himself 

and his buddies. How can that feed over 5000? 

**** 

Jesus simply accepted what the little the boy had, prayed a blessing over it, and the 

Apostles started handing it out. Picture the basket being passed around, each person 

taking some food, and the basket not going empty. And just to show God’s goodness, 

there were 12 baskets full of bread pieces left over. One basket for each of the Apostles. 

How did that happen? Somehow Jesus took the little they had and made it more than 

enough. Maybe it was pure miracle, maybe the people each had a little snack in their 

pocket and after initially refusing to share, they saw the boy giving all that HE had and 

they were inspired to give too. And together they had more than enough to feed 

everyone. 

I’m not sure how Jesus did it, but I believe it. That’s what God can do with even the little 

we have to contribute! 

Imagine what would happen in the world if everyone did what they could and brought 

their little bit to Jesus and asked him to use it. If we all shared what we have, there 

would be no hunger, no lack of clothing, no children in Madagascar walking miles to 

school with holes in their clothes and bare feet, and no people in our diocese suffering 

from poverty.  

If we all, instead of getting overwhelmed and holding back, but instead gave as 

generously as we could, can you imagine the difference it would make? 
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The bottom line is this. From the beginning, Jesus did not design the Church so that 

Jesus himself would do everything for us. Rather, he designed the Church that that we 

would help each other. In fact, he gave us two commandments: Love God with all our 

heart, mind, soul and strength, and the second one that commands us to share what we 

have: Love your neighbor as yourself.  

Do you want always to have enough clothes? Clothe others. 

Do you want always to have enough food? Feed others. 

Do you want always to have shelter in the storms? Provide Shelter for others. 

It’s the same for the parish – each of us can do what we can to proclaim the Gospel, to 

welcome people to the parish, to teach the faith, to invite a friend to come to mass with 

you. 

Each person can volunteer something so together we make the parish picnic a success.  

Each person can sing, so together we make a joyful noise to the Lord. 

 

God doesn’t ask more than we can do. He simply asks that we share the gifts and talents 

and resources we have. He wants each person to do what we can and trust that he will 

do the rest. 

 

 


