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Homily 17th Sunday Ordinary Time 

 

What inspires people to give up everything? 

There are many stories of people who used their life’s savings to Climb Mount Everest 

or go Deep-Sea Diving for wrecks or found inspiration for a new invention and went “All 

In.” Sometimes the stories end in a discovery that changes the world, or the 

achievement that redefines the person, or perhaps it ends in failure, losing everything or 

an ultimate tragedy. 

While most people navigate their way by playing it relatively safe, there are moments 

when we may want to do something drastic and risky, like starting a new career path, 

ending a relationship, packing up and moving to a distant continent. Sometimes the 

most revolutionary thing, however, is just to simplify one’s life: to clear out all the old 

junk weighing us down and start fresh, lighter, free. 

 

Jesus had a nasty habit of walking up to someone and saying, “Come follow me.” Simon 

Peter, his brother Andrew, James and his brother John, Matthew the tax collector, 

Phillip and many others -- all were called by Jesus and they left everything behind to 

follow him. 

What would make you leave everything behind? 

We have been talking the last few weeks about opportunities to serve in the parish, 

recognizing our gifts and talents and putting them to good use.  Today we are asked big, 

over-arching questions about our approach to life: What are you living for? OR What is 

most important in your life? 

 

The story of King Solomon is a good example. Solomon was the son of David, Israel’s 

greatest king. Solomon was the one who built the great Temple in Jerusalem. He was 

still very young when his father died and Solomon became King. 

God came to him in a dream, kind of like a genie from a bottle, and said, “Ask something 

from me and I will give it to you.” Right here we find out what kind of person Solomon 

is. He does not ask for success or long life or wealth – Solomon asks for Wisdom and 
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understanding to lead his people well. Wow! If God came to you and said he would give 

you anything you wanted, would you ask for wisdom? Would I? 

God promised, since Solomon asked for understanding, he would also give him 

everything else also:, success, wealth, long life. 

This makes me ask a question to parents. If you had to choose for your children -- that 

they would be either Successful or that they would be a person of holy Morals, Values, 

Virtues -- which would you choose? 

Hmmm. 

 

Another way to look at what is most important in life is Jesus’ parable in the Gospel.  He 

compares the Kingdom of heaven to a treasure buried in a field, or a pearl of great price. 

The people sell everything they have to acquire that treasure, that pearl, which is God’s 

kingdom. 

You know, this is something we pray for all the time. In the Our Father, we say, “Thy 

Kingdom come.” The YouCat #520 tells us that “Thy kingdom come” means we ask for 

Jesus to come back as he promised, and for God’s reign to really be present in the 

world. That all would follow Jesus as their King and live the Gospel. 

What would you be willing to sell to buy this pearl of great price? Would you give up 

everything: success, wealth, happiness, family, love, for God’s kingdom to become fully 

realized? 

 

I imagine the answers are very diverse. 

- Maybe some of us are ready to give up everything right this second. Awesome – I 

have some applications for seminary for any young men ready to give up everything 

like the apostles! Also, some applications to join the convent as well! 

 

- Maybe some of us are willing to give up SOME big things and are ready to start to 

make a commitment to be more faithful to Jesus and use our gifts and abilities for 

God. Great – let’s talk. And let’s begin praying to see how God wants to use you in 

the parish and community. 
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- Maybe some of us are not ready to commit yet. This seems to be the defining 

characteristic of our times. We don’t want to make a definite decision for Christ, 

we’d rather wait a bit longer to see if things are going well or if something better 

comes up. 

 

- And some people do not see God working at all and think these are just dumb 

questions to ask. 

 

I hope most of us will take this week to ask the really BIG, over-arching questions about 

our approach to life: What are you living for? OR What is most important in your life?  

I suggest bringing these questions to prayer. Ask God for wisdom and understanding, 

like Solomon did, to help see areas in your life that are not in line with God’s will. And I’d 

again suggest we ask God to show us our Gifts and Talents and help us to know how we 

can use them to make God’s Kingdom come – even just one step in that 

direction. 

We don’t have to go climb Mount Everest, but we are asked to participate in spreading 

the Gospel. And perhaps, this week, we will discover a feeling that God IS asking us to 

get more involved in teaching and spreading the faith, like when Jesus called the first 

disciples 2000 years ago. “Come, follow me.” 

 


