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Homily 18th Sunday Ordinary Time The Lord desires to feed us 

 

Life has certainly been interesting the last few months and remains perplexing, 

uncertain. Of course, we might first think of the changes brought on by COVID, but in 

addition to COVID, life has brought us ups and downs, twists and turns, like it normally 

does. “Life is like a box of chocolates…you never know what you’re gonna get” – Forrest 

Gump. 

I looked up what “life is like” and got all different metaphors capturing some element of 

wisdom… 

Like is like a camera… Life is like a mountain… 

Life is like a swimming pool…A piano, A mirror, A sailboat, an elevator… 

Life is like a sandwich… Life is like a video game… 

Life is so uncertain and fleeting. For example, we don’t know exactly how much time we 

get on this earth. We don’t know sometimes if relationships will last or if we’ll have a 

job or what the next minute will bring. What can we say with certainty? What is 

constant about a life seemingly always changing and fluctuating at whims of fate? 

I would like to say the one constant in all this uncertainty is God.  

Yup. And not just that God exists, but that he cares about us and is paying attention.  

And not only that, but God wants to support us, encourage us and feed us. 

True, sometimes it seems that God throws a lot at us and we wonder why, and if we can 

possibly handle it. And then we realize how much he has given us: family, friends, 

random acts of kindness, people that are praying for us. Also, our talents and abilities 

like I have mentioned the last few weeks. Also, the opportunities to love and serve and 

be merciful to others. 

And yet there is still more. We learn in the readings today two things are certain: 

1. God desires to feed us 

2. Nothing can separate us from God’s love. 
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1. God desires to feed us 

We hear this desire even in the Old testament. Yeah, you know, that God that supposed 

to be the old god, the god of wrath and vengeance and fire and brimstone. In the Old 

Testament we hear this from the prophet Isaiah:  

“All you who are thirsty, come to the water! 

You who have no money, come, receive grain and eat; 

Come, without paying and without cost, drink wine and milk! 

…Come to me heedfully, listen, that you may have life.” (Isaiah 55:1,3) 

 

Oh. It seems this Old Testament God is not all wrath, but has a tender spot for us.  

To be clear, there is and was, and only ever will be one God. He is both Just and 

punishes the wicked, and Merciful and caring and tender. 

The other beautifully tender image of God that I really like from Isaiah is in chapter 

66:13 “As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.” 

The Psalm 145 tells us that: 

The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. 

The LORD is good to all and compassionate toward all his works. 

The LORD is near to all who call upon him, to all who call upon him in truth. 

R. The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs. 

 

And in the Gospel, Jesus is clear that he wants to feed the people, but he asks US to 

participate. WE are to feed each other. WE are to share and help satisfy each other’s 

needs. It’s a team effort. It is not that we just passively, helplessly complain for God to 

fix our situation. God has empowered us through Jesus, and given us responsibility for 

one another. 

We are commanded “Love your neighbor as yourself” and even further, Jesus 

commands, “Love one another as I have loved you!” 

We are to help God care for and feed his people. We do this through prayer, charity, 

sacrifice and fostering the common good. 
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2. Nothing can separate us from God. 

“When life gives you lemons, make lemonade.”  

We know that there can be times of tremendous suffering and pain in life. Some is 

caused by sickness or nature, some by actions of other people, some by our own 

choices. But with all the negative that comes our way, a second thing is certain as St. 

Paul tells us in the second reading: 

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor principalities, 

nor present things, nor future things, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor any other creature will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

Nothing can separate us from God’s love. We can’t do it even if we tried.  

Sometimes it is very hard to feel God’s love. Some great saints had periods of years that 

they could not feel God’s love.  

Even Jesus on the cross, had trouble feeling God’s love, when he cried out, “My God, My 

God, why have you abandoned me?” 

Yet, even in the agony of the cross, as death approached, Jesus KNEW he was loved by 

the father and was doing his will because of God’s great love for us! 

So in this time of uncertainty, whether life is like chocolate or a camera or a sandy 

beach,  

Know these two things for certain: 

1. God desires to feed us 

2. Nothing can separate us from the love of God. 

 


