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Homily 19th Sunday 2019 Second coming     Fr. Pat 5pm, 11, 1230 

 

The topic of the end of the world always makes for a good movie: War of the Worlds, 

World War Z, Independence Day, 2012, the Day After Tomorrow, The Day the Earth 

Stood Still, Deep Impact, Terminator 2: Judgment Day, the Matrix. 

The Fifth Element was certainly one of my favorites. I huge planet size ball of evil 

barreling towards the Earth with nothing to stop it. There are spaceships and futuristic 

weapons and costumes. Interplanetary travel is commonplace, as is interacting with all 

types of extraterrestrial beings. Gary Oldman plays an eccentric, businessman bad guy 

and Bruce Willis is a taxi driver, who unknowingly gets recruited to save the world. In 

the end, a superhuman alien female uses the five elements to overcome evil: water, 

wind, fire, earth and the secret ingredient:  love. Love conquers evil. Hmmm. That 

sounds familiar! 

These types of movies ask a good question: how will the world end? And… when? 

Well, I think it is pretty obvious from the many, many failed predictions about the end of 

the world, that we don’t know the “when.” Jesus is very clear that we do not know 

when the end will come. But we do have some Catholic teaching about what will happen 

at the end of the world. Which may actually be better than the movies. 

We do know that we have entered the “Last Days”, which is the period of time after 

Jesus came and saved the world. He has conquered sin and death by his blood shed for 

us on the cross that Good Friday many years ago and his rising from the dead on Easter 

Sunday. Love indeed conquered evil. 

But now we are caught in a time of the “already, but not yet.” Jesus has already come 

and conquered the evil one. And yet, the end of the world and Jesus’ final Kingdom has 

not yet come. 

We are caught in the middle. St. Paul, in his early letters, writes as if the world was going 

to end very soon. However, it seems that in his later letters, he better understands that 

Jesus will come back when he is good and ready.  

In his first letter to Timothy, Paul confirms that God “desires all to be saved and to come 

to the knowledge of the truth.” That is Good news. God wants to save us and bring us to 
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Heaven. He wants us to acknowledge the truth that Jesus has indeed saved us and 

conquered death and evil. The Love reigns supreme.  

But we can see that, humanity is not there. We are slow to believe and trust. We forget 

that we are in the “last days.” We live as though the world will never end. 

Yet we learn in the Gospel, that the world will come to an end, at and unexpected hour: 

“you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will 

come.” (Luke 12) 

 

Therefore, the warning to us is repeated many times in the Bible – we must remain 

prepared. We must remain vigilant. The attitude is Watchfulness.  

It is like the night security guard. He or she sits as their desk and keeps watch. Or the 

Army private assigned to watch the gatehouse. They are to remain vigilant. Watching for 

danger. The 2nd General order of a sentry is: “To walk my post in a military manner, 

keeping always on the alert and observing everything that takes place within sight or 

hearing.” 

But what happens if the private or security guard falls asleep or their attention starts to 

drift off into space? Even worse, have you seen those reports of people playing on their 

cellphones and distractedly walking into telephone poles or right into the middle of 

traffic? There are actually town ordinances warning people to not walk into things while 

staring at their cellphone. “Distracted walking, distracted driving.” 

I think many of us are guilty of “distracted living.” We live day to day, concerned and 

distracted with all the things we have to do, our lists of tasks or all the friends to visit 

and sports to play and travel and work we have to get done. Go go go go go. And we can 

forget that we are in the “last days” – the days after Jesus’ resurrection. The end times 

winding down to the consummation of the world. 

So today the Scriptures remind us about the coming of the end of the world. 

The first reading uses the Passover as a foreshadowing. The people knew the Passover 

was coming. This was the night when the angel of death would come that would break 

Pharaoh’s hold on the Israelites enslaved to Egypt. However, the angel would “Pass-

over” the houses marked by the blood of the lamb. (sound familiar? The people are 
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saved by the blood of the lamb?) They knew this would happen. Why, “So they might 

have courage.” (Wisdom 18:7) They waited for “the salvation of the just.” 

The letter to the Hebrews reminds us that we “await a new homeland, a heavenly one.” 

That means we are merely pilgrims on the earth, our true home is in Heaven. Even 

though we can’t see it. That’s why we need faith. When we let faith guide us, then we 

remember we are pilgrims and the things of this world, its cares and concerns, will one 

day fade away. And in faith, we will inherit the City of God prepared for us. 

Last week Jesus warned us with a story of a foolish rich man, to remember to store up 

treasures in Heaven. This week we have a similar message: remember the end of the 

world is coming. Be prepared. Do not be like the unfaithful servant who thinks his 

master is not coming back and so gets drunk and abuses his fellow servants. 

Rather we are to be good stewards of what we have. We are to share with those in 

need. Our time talent and treasure.  

But we are also to share our faith. We are to help remind people that this life will end. 

That our true citizenship is in Heaven. And because of that fact, we are to act like it here 

on earth. 

It is a reminder to truly love God and our neighbor. Love God with all our heart mind 

soul and strength. Love God like the world is ending tomorrow. Think of what that looks 

like during the week. Sunday mass, daily prayer, growing in our faith, thanking God for 

his blessings. Yes, plus stepping out in faith. Choosing God about everything else. Not 

giving in to temptations. But being faithful. 

And we are to love our neighbor every day like the world is ending tomorrow. In the 

movies, people tend to focus on what is really important when giant volcanoes are 

erupting, aliens are invading or a race of self-aware machines are about to destroy the 

planet. From those movies we can learn something. A lot of what we think is important, 

when push comes to shove, really is not that important.  

What would you focus on if the news told us that an alien mother ship just parked itself 

over New York City and told us that the army of green, three legged Martians were 

about to take over the planet?  

- Would finishing your Xbox tournament be most important? 

- Would having the latest fashion be necessary? 
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- Would continuing to hold a grudge against your sister be priority #1? 

What would be in your Bucket list for Day Zero? 

Or would these things be the last things you want to do before becoming Martian food: 

- Forgiving someone who wronged you  

- Feeding the hungry, helping the sick 

- Forgiving a debt 

- Saying I love you 

- Saying Thank you 

- Spending time with your family 

- Praying 

- Receiving the Eucharist for the last time. 

 

My friends, Jesus will come again at the end of the World. We will be judged on how 

well we loved. We have been given the access card to unlock the security system in 

Heaven. It is the blood of Jesus. 

He has promised to prepare a place for us and to take care of us for all eternity. 

Therefore, we do not have to fear the end of this world. Rather, because of Jesus’ 

generosity, we should live like there is no tomorrow. We should LOVE like there is no 

tomorrow. Not a fleeting love, but loving as Jesus taught us – with Sacrifice, with truth. 

Live remembering you are a beloved child of God and you have been chosen for Heaven. 

 

Jesus loved us like there was no tomorrow.  

In these “last days,” let us learn to love like him.  


