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Homily 20th Sunday Ordinary Time 

 

The readings today bring up three major elements of the Church: Inclusive, Prayer, and 

Mercy. 

1. The Church is Inclusive  

Most people looking at the Church would not say it is inclusive. The modern culture 

would say the opposite: that the Church is exclusive, restrictive, archaic. But if you look 

at the readings today, all of the readings show indicators of how the Church is inclusive.  

In the first reading, the Lord declares his house “shall be called a house of prayer for all 

peoples.” Even in this Old Testament passage from the prophet Isaiah, we hear God, 

who chose the Israelite people as his own, also has a plan to include all peoples in his 

house. 

Psalm 67 expresses the desire that God’s way be known among all nations. Again, this 

Old Testament passage makes known that God is somehow inviting the rest of the world 

to believe in him and join his house. 

This plan is fulfilled in Jesus.  Jesus was not sent only to the Jews. He was born of the 

Israelite people, went to the synagogue and Temple and was a faithful Israelite. But 

Jesus invited others to follow him. In fact, to St. Paul, who himself was a trained 

Pharisee and rabbi, the best way to practice the Jewish faith is to follow the Messiah, 

Jesus. 

In the second reading to the Church of Rome, St. Paul is speaking to the Gentiles and 

says he is sent to the Gentiles, meaning non-Jewish nations. Everywhere Paul travelled, 

he initially went first to the synagogue to speak to the Jews in that area. When he was 

rejected, he would go to everyone else: Greeks, Gentiles, pagans, and he would preach 

Jesus and make God’s “way known among all the nations” as Isaiah prophesized.  

 

Now one could say, “but in the Gospel, Jesus seemed reluctant to minister to the pagan 

woman.” True. It seems that Jesus makes it clear that he was first sent to the 

Israelite/Jewish people – HIS people.  But look at what he does. He tests her to reveal 

how strong her faith is. 
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He kind of pushes back and is not very nice about it, but the woman persists and Jesus 

recognizes “O woman, how great is your faith!” and then he heals her daughter. So even 

though he says he was sent to the Jews, Jesus shows mercy to this woman’s family.  

We also see something similar in the story of the Samaritan woman at the well in John 

chapter 4. Jesus does something shocking for a Jewish man at the time: he talks to a 

non-Jewish woman. That would be scandalous. And he leads her to realize that he, 

Jesus, is the Messiah. Then she goes and tells the whole village about him. He also works 

with her to reveal how strong her faith is. 

 

In other words, we see may times that Jesus invites all kinds of people to follow him. In 

fact, he mainly goes to the outcasts and despised. He preaches and even has dinner with 

tax collectors, prostitutes, sinners! Jesus does not see to play favorites. He invites 

everyone to come believe in him and have new life! 

So again, the First characteristic is Inclusivity. 

That does mean that the Church believes everything is true or every opinion is valid. NO 

- the Church believes in One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit who sent Jesus to save us 

from sin and death and gave us the Church as his “house of prayer for all nations” to 

lead us to heaven.   

Inclusivity means that ALL ARE INVITED to come to believe in this One God and Follow 

Jesus. 

2. Church of Prayer 

What type of house s God’s house? God’s house is “a house of prayer.” The Church is 

the body of Christ that continuously prays. The Church prays together in the mass and 

sacraments and all kinds of community prayers like the rosary, stations of the cross, 

retreats, etc.  

The Church also prays everyday as each individual member carries on a conversation 

with God: prayers when you wake up, prayers during the day, like “O God help me not 

say what I am thinking to my coworker.” Or “God, please help my Grandma get better.” 

Also, prayers in the evening and before bed. And also, prayers before meals or any 

spontaneous or formal prayer where you just spend time thanking God and 

acknowledging his presence in your life. 
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That’s what kind of Church the Catholic Church is – we are a house of prayer. 

3. Church of Mercy 

The third element of the Church is that the Church is a church of mercy. We hear from 

St. Paul that God wants to give us mercy. In fact, he allows us to be “disobedient” using 

our free will to turn away from him and sin. That is not good. However, our 

disobedience gives God an opportunity. God sees an opening to show us mercy – he 

wants to turn bad into good. 

This attitude reveals that God’s heart is a heart of mercy. Therefore, his Church should 

be a church of mercy. The Church, Christ’s body, is to imitate Jesus, and Jesus shows us 

mercy. Just as he showed mercy to the Canaanite woman by healing her sick daughter in 

today’s Gospel and all the other acts of healing or praying for forgiving, Jesus shows 

mercy over and over, including forgiving those who killed him by asking God to forgive 

them from the Cross! 

And we are to imitate Jesus’ mercy – by being a source of healing, praying with people 

and forgiving each other. We are to look for opportunities to exercise charity and 

support others in their need.  

Each person and collectively – we are to be a Church of mercy! 

 

So there you are. A little meditation on three elements of the Church: the Church is 

inclusive, prayerful and merciful. We as members of the Church should do likewise. 

We should be inclusive by proclaiming God to all we meet and invite them to believe in 

him. We should be people of constant prayer, always aware that God walks with us. And 

thirdly, we should be merciful. As we hear in Luke chapter 6 “Be merciful just as your 

Father is merciful.” 

 

This week. Let’s look for ways to invite people to have faith in God, to take time for 

prayer and to look for opportunities to exercise mercy. 


