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Homily 23rd Sunday Ordinary Time 2020 

 

The current conversational climate seems to be one of limited patience and a lot of 

unrest. Many people seem to be yelling. Trying to convince others what is right, what to 

believe, or to point out injustice or spell out how to behave. Others seem to be 

paralyzed, not wanting to say anything wrong for fear of being “flamed” or “cancelled” 

on social media or by one’s peers. 

One of the dangers about this conversation is that many people seem to immediately 

politicize everything. Another is that there are strong emotions involved in many of 

these topics. 

What is a Christian supposed to do in this context? Are we supposed to be nice and stay 

quiet? Or are we supposed to protest and speak out?  What would Jesus have us do? 

The starting point for any Christian response is of course the two great commandments: 

Love God with everything you got and love your neighbor as yourself.  

We as a Church, a people who follow Jesus, are to participate in Jesus’ mission to save 

the world. To do so, we must get out of the mindset that cares only for oneself and 

those close to us, we must ask the Heavenly Father to teach us to care for all, because 

all people are His Children. 

I think there are three things we can draw from the readings about how to act in this 

context: live the Gospel, speak God’s truth, pray for others. 

1. Live the Gospel 

#1 we as Christians are called to follow Christ. We are called to live Jesus’ message in 

the Gospel. Not just a little piece that is easy or that I may want to live. We are called to 

live the WHOLE Gospel. We are called to model our lives on Jesus.  

It is not good enough to just be a “good person.” Being just a “good person” is a path of 

compromise. It is a path to not “rock the boat.” Sorry to say it, but being just a “good 

person” is a road to hell. 

Rather we are commanded - not asked, not recommended if we have extra time! - by 

our baptism, we are COMMANDED to learn the Gospel message and strive to put that 

into practice in our everyday lives. The Bible is a gift. But often it can sit on the 
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bookshelf and collect dust. That is not Christianity. That is distraction. That is what the 

Devil wants. 

And the Gospel message is good! But the Gospel is hard. Loving our neighbor is hard. It 

is hard ON PURPOSE. Nothing worthwhile comes easy. If it really matters, we must work 

for it. 

So how do we love our neighbor? 

Again, we must learn what Jesus tells us. We must learn what the Church teaches us 

that Christian love is. That cannot stop at 8th grade. It is a lifelong process of learning 

and re-learning.  

- We are to love until it hurts. That’s what Jesus did on the cross! 

- We are to follow the commandments. Not 7 commandments. Not 8. All 10 

Commandments. (see 1 John 5:3) 

- We are to build a relationship with Jesus through daily prayer, reading scripture 

and study. 

- We are to NOT just “fit God in” when we have extra time. We are to structure our 

day AROUND God!  

Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. (Matt 6:33) Take up your cross and 

follow me. (Matt 16:24) There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. (John 15:13) Love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you. (Matt 5:44) 

These are words of Jesus! 

So first, we must make our lives more and more in line with the Gospel message. We are 

to avoid things that distract us from that message. We are to repent of sins and try to do 

better.  

Living the Gospel is the best way to witness to others about who God is. By living the 

Gospel, we preach without words and become a beacon of light in the darkness. By 

living the Gospel, we can inspire others to live the Gospel.  

There is something amazing that happens when we see someone live the Gospel 

message of sacrificial love and forgiveness: Giving food to the working poor. Forgiving 

the person that murdered a loved one. Taking time to comfort the suffering. These are 

acts that help people see the hand of God working in our midst. Living the Gospel is a 

powerful witness that can change the world. 
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2. Speak God’s Truth (with love) 

In the first reading from the prophet Ezekiel, we get a harsh reminder: we are 

responsible for our brothers and sisters. If we ignore wickedness happening around us, 

yes, the guilty shall die, but God will also hold us accountable for their deaths. 

Jesus takes it a step further in the Gospel. He commands his disciples to take three steps 

to try to persuade someone to repent of their sin. First, go to the person one on one. If 

that doesn’t work, bring a couple others to point out the fault. Finally, ask the church 

community for help.  

We are to speak the truth of the Gospel in love. We are to go out of our way and be 

courageous in witnessing to the Gospel.  

I think much of the problem in our culture today is that we Christians keep quiet. We are 

NOT witnessing to Gospel values. We are letting the priorities of the world around us, 

drive our priorities.  

I pray that one good thing that comes from this COVID nightmare is that families will re-

evaluate their priorities and refuse to get caught up in the rat race of the never-ending 

set of activities and sports and extracurriculars that had dominated life before COVID.  

For one example, last year I went into a religious education class. The catechist asked 

how many children go to mass on Sundays. Only 2 out of 12 said they did. The others 

immediately gave and excuse: “we try”, “we can’t,” “I have football on Sunday.” These 

are children learning to live the Gospel. They were learning that God’s commandments 

are not important. All the other activities took precedence over the Gospel message. 

And even worse, I think parents sometimes feel powerless to do anything about it.  

- Do we have the courage to re-prioritize God? To put him first, even if it means our 

children cannot participate in other Sunday morning activities? 

- Would we be satisfied with a less expensive car in our driveway, so that we have 

more resources to give to the poor? 

- Would we have the courage to work less hours so that we can teach our children 

the importance of family time? 

Our choices witness to Gospel values. Either the Gospel is a priority or it is not. And we 

as a community can support each other and stand up for Gospel priorities. We do not 

have to do this alone.  We can discuss obstacles to living the Gospel and find ways to 



4 
 

support each other. We can speak the truth with love to those who would seek to 

marginalize Christian values. 

 

3. Pray for others 

Lastly, after witnessing to the command to Love God and Love neighbor though living 

the Gospel and speaking the truth in love, we must pray for others.  

And not in a self-righteous way like the Pharisee that entered the Temple and told God 

how good and holy he was, but we should pray in a “love of neighbor” kind of way. 

Some people won’t get it. But in fairness, we all don’t get it all the time. We know better 

and yet we sometimes are selfish, lustful, full of pride. 

So, it is in the spirit of our common need – the need for God’s grace – that we can pray 

for others. We can pray for wisdom and healing and strength, for minds open to the 

Gospel. We can pray for insight to be able to find new ways to balance living our faith 

and helping our children succeed in life. We are commanded in the Scriptures to pray 

for our leaders and also to use our gifts and talents to the benefit of the community. 

Jesus’ message in the Gospel is not an easy one. Jesus himself shows what can happen 

to people to put God first and choose to love one’s neighbors. But his courage and 

overwhelming love for us teach us NOT TO BE AFRAID! He shows us that following the 

Gospel is a path to peace and hope and forgiveness and lasting happiness.  I have come 

that you might have life and have it more abundantly. (John 10:10b) 

The secret to abundant life, is not to be afraid to sacrifice for God. Whoever finds his life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. (Matt 10:39.) 

Today we remember we are called to act as followers of Jesus. We are called to live the 

Gospel, speak the Gospel truth with love and to pray for others.  

In this way, we become lights shining in the darkness and can have a positive impact on 

the culture of today! 

 


