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Homily 23rd Sunday Ordinary Time 2021 – What Kind of Castle Are You Building 

 

One of my favorite summer vacations was when I came home from San Diego and my 

family stayed for a week in a house in Cape May. Typically, when I had come home from 

the Navy before, I had run myself ragged visiting family and friends. This time, I spent 

some time on retreat and then went straight to the shore and hung out on the beach or 

just chilling with my family. I had so much fun when my niece, Morgan, who was 3 and 

my 17-year-old nephew, Brandon, and I built sandcastles. We took my niece down to 

the water to fill a bucket. Then we showed her how to use buckets of wet sand to build 

a large mound. Then we started carving some shapes and used the little buckets shaped 

like castle turrets to make it look like a castle. Then we started another castle and 

decided to make it a Lion Castle. We shaped in into a lion head and added a body and 

paws with claws. 

In the end we had two masterpieces: a princess castle and a lion castle. It is one of my 

happiest memories of vacation. 

The key to building a great castle is to work together. Each person uses their gifts and 

talents to contribute to the vision. 

As we celebrate Labor Day weekend, we recall that God has made us co-creators with 

him. “Co-Creators?” you ask. Yes, Co-Creators. Off course we humans cannot create 

matter out of nothing like God does. But we can take the gifts of the world he has given 

us, the abilities of our bodies, the intelligence and creativity of our minds, and the 

special flair and depth of our souls, and we can create wonderful things with Him.   

Think of the advancements in medicine and architecture and transportation and 

communications.  Checkups and vitamins and vaccines that keep us healthy, Medicines 

and skills and knowledge of the doctors and nurses that care for us when we are ill. 

Roads and skyscrapers. It’s funny how we take cars for granted, but that technology is 

not even 150 years old. Not to mention electric cars and hybrids. And of course, after 

studying aerodynamics in college, I am still amazed that we can make planes and 

helicopters and drones that fly.   

We build on the creativity of those great people who have gone before us. We could not 

have cell phones without all the pieces like networks, and phone systems, and computer 

chips, the Internet, and all the unique materials, plus making it all light enough to fit in 
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your hand. If you want to compare, I remember seeing part of the ENIAC computer on 

the campus of University of Pennsylvania. Developed in 1946, ENIAC was the first 

programmable, electronic, general-purpose digital computer. The ENIAC weighed 30 

tons and took up 1800 square feet of space. A small house. Our cell phone can do much 

more and fit (mostly) in the palm of our hand. 

 

To work is a duty that God has given us (YouCat #445) Together we are supposed to look 

after creation. Our ability to work, and the gifts and talents God has given us, is what 

makes us Co-Creators with God. 

But the major question is: What type of castle are we building? Not a sand castle, but 

what type of home are we building? A loving home? A home that is generous and gives 

in charity and contributes to the good of others by sharing and helping people who are 

hungry, sick, lonely or that don’t have a home of their own? 

As we each build our individual homes, then we look at our communities. What kind of 

communities are we building? Are we building towns that invite and welcome others, or 

are we creating distinctions that St. James warns us about, greeting the people with 

“gold rings and fine clothes” but ignoring the “poor person in shabby clothes” or telling 

them to “sit at my feet” and serve me? 

We are called to use our gifts and talents and resources to be a healing presence in our 

community. We are to protect and care for and create opportunities for the weak and 

vulnerable. How do we share and work to protect and provide basic needs on a global 

scale? 

There is a danger, that as some in our generations get more affluent, that we forget the 

value of not having enough to eat or not having everything we want, and insulate 

ourselves so that we have no compassion for the needy. 

 

Another major part of our labor is to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a Church, the 

people of God, we are to make the love of Jesus known and invite others to come to 

know, love and serve him.  

Are we building a home grounded in faith? Are we using our time, talents and treasure 

to build up God’s kingdom?  
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I had a conversation with a parishioner on the role of laity in promoting the faith. The 

parishioners - you - are at dinners and sports events and school and work – places we 

priests are not. Who will proclaim Jesus in those places? The YouCat #139 describes the 

vocation of lay people: “The Laity are sent to engage in society so that the kingdom of 

God can grow.” Lay people are encouraged to participate in the life of the parish, to get 

involved and to make St. Catharine’s to be a light to our area pointing people to God. 

And Lay people are to work to promote the faith in ALL the areas of their lives and in 

society: business, politics, community, and with friends. 

 

Today, as we celebrate Labor Day weekend, sad that summer is ending and joyful to 

start a new academic year and move into the Fall, we Thank the Lord for creating us to 

be Co-Creators with him. That he calls us to build up a just world, where all people are 

loved and valued as children of God and have their basic needs met. 

So, we must ask ourselves: What kind of castle are we building? Use the principles of 

our faith to set the vision, and then we work together to bring about God’s kingdom in 

our community and world as best we can. 

 


