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Homily 24th Sunday Ordinary Time 2020 Forgive AS 

 

The word “as” in English is a very important and complex word for being only two 

letters. This word can be an adverb, a conjunction, a preposition, a pronoun and more. 

And this word can be dangerous! In fact, this little 2 letter word can make a prayer into 

a dangerous prayer! 

You may have heard me emphasize the phrase “we dare to say” before we pray the 

Lord’s Prayer at mass. There is a reason I emphasize the “dare to” part is because the 

Our Father is a dangerous prayer. The prayers included in the Our Father are dangerous. 

And perhaps the most dangerous prayer in the Our Father is dangerous because of the 

word “as.”  

We pray “forgive us our trespasses.” 

Now we know that we have all sinned. And because of our sins, we deserve death and 

condemnation. However, we also know that we have a good God, who sent Jesus to 

save us from sin and death. We pray this prayer taught by Jesus and ask for our many 

sins to be forgiven, so we can find peace and get to heaven one day. 

That is all great, except then we hit the tiny word “as.” 

The line we pray is “forgive us our trespasses AS we forgive those who trespass against 

us.” UH OH. 

There is a requirement attached! We ask to Lord to forgive our sins, but only in the 

measure that we forgive others who have sinned against us. Oh darn! Who knew that 

there was a catch in the Lord’s Prayer! 

Being a Christian is not a free meal. There is work to do. Perhaps the main work is 

overcoming our hardness of heart. For us to be forgiven, requires that we be willing to 

forgive those who hurt us or hurt those we love!  

Unfortunately, we sometimes can be slow to show mercy to others. Perhaps we think it 

is a sign of weakness, perhaps we think it looks like we are saying their actions are okay. 

Or perhaps we are so hurt and betrayed, that we can’t even contemplate having the 

ability to forgive, and we may not really want to. 
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How can we possibly forgive those who have deeply hurt us or the ones we love? Why 

would we even do this? 

It is all about freedom. Being freed from the bondage of anger, hurt, desire for 

vengeance and all the other emotions sin causes. 

In the Gospel, we see Peter – typical Peter – he questions Jesus bascially, “What’s the 

real minimum that I have to forgive others?” He is reluctant and not generous in his 

hard heart. Peter has probably been hurt before. 

Jesus flips it all around. “Not seven times but seventy-seven times!” meaning “keep 

forgiving, don’t stop!” Then he tells a parable that brings in the dangerous Lord’s prayer 

idea. Forgive us AS we forgive. 

The first thing to notice is that the King represents God. And the debtor is us. We owe 

God a gigantic debt that we could never, ever repay. But if we sincerely beg him, he 

WILL FORGIVE US.  

He forgives us this gigantic debt. Just go to confession. You can come in (Chapel 330-430 

Saturdays before mass and 7pm for the next few Wednesdays). You can come in and say 

“I have killed 5 people, cheated on my spouse 17 times, missed mass 457 times and 

stolen an airplane.” If you are sincerely repentant and sorry for these sins AND desire to 

sin no more – if you beg God’s forgiveness – Will he forgive you?  

YES! God can forgive ANYTHING! God is bigger than the worst sins and can even 

reconcile the most awful mistakes of our lives. As the angel Gabriel said to Mary 

“Nothing is impossible for God.” We see the King forgive the WHOLE enormous debt 

owed.  

How does the debtor react in the parable? Is he super grateful and, free from the stress 

and burden of the debt, now he shows mercy to others and generously forgives others 

their debts? NOPE! 

Even though he was forgiven say 100 million dollars, he sees his neighbor who owes him 

a much smaller amount, say $10,000.  Instead of sharing the forgiveness, he calls the 

cops and has him thrown in jail! 

Wow. How ungrateful! What a lack of mercy! What hardness of heart! 
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Now WE may not be owed $10,000, but we all have been sinned against.  

- Some mistakes are easy to forgive, like when your child accidentally spills the milk. 

- Some are harder like when your spouse finishes the milk, doesn’t buy more, and now 

you have no milk for your morning coffee and cereal. And this happens frequently. 

Then there are the really hard things to forgive: betrayal, abuse, violence, deceit:  

- A husband finds out that his spouse is divorcing him after 35 years of marriage. 

- A spouse gambles away the mortgage payment and now they are in danger of losing 

the house. 

- A drunk driver kills a teenager after crossing over the divider. 

- A pregnancy is decided to be inconvenient and it is decided to get an abortion. 

- A close friend shares a sensitive, private conversation all over social media. And now 

everyone is avoiding you. 

 

I’m sure there are tons of instances just in this room of betrayals of trust and hurt. 

These are the ones that make the Our Father such a dangerous prayer. Because when 

we pray this prayer, we are invited to start to let go of the hurts. 

Now realize that when we are willing to say “I forgive you,” that is really just the 

beginning. There is still a lot of healing to do for big hurts.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church #2843 recognizes this: “It is not in our power not 

to feel or to forget an offense; but the heart that offers itself to the Holy Spirit turns 

injury into compassion and purifies our memory in transforming the hurt into 

intercession.” 

You see, being willing to try to forgive, IS ITSELF A PRAYER! It is us asking the Holy Spirit 

to walk with us on the journey of healing and reconciliation, that we can deal with the 

pain and anger and hurt, little by little. To be able to forgive more and more fully – so 

that we can be free of the chains of hurt and resentment that hold us back from being 

free to love others. 

Perhaps one of the hardest teachings of Jesus was when he said, “But I say to you, love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” This does not mean Jesus says it is 

okay to hurt or persecute others, rather it is like Jesus is reading our minds and hearing 

us say, “I can never forgive them, I just can’t.”  
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And he understands betrayal, pain, hurt – remember how he was betrayed and arrested 

in the Garden of Gethsemane? WITH A FRIEND’S KISS! Jesus knows what is like to be 

abandoned and betrayed by those closest to you. He also knows what it is like to forgive 

them. Remember he even forgave Peter who denied him three times. 

 

This homily is not a chastisement to say you are bad and shame on you. For I would 

have to chastise myself as well.  

No – this homily is an invitation to open up to the Holy Spirit. It is an invitation to true 

freedom. For if we can begin to ask the Lord to help us start to forgive someone who 

hurt us deeply, is there anything that we cannot accomplish with God’s help? 

If we really think about how many times we have turned away from God and chose 

other things above God’s will, AND THEN, we remember that no matter how many times 

we repent and beg his forgiveness – HE IS READY TO FORGIVE ALL OUR SINS  --- We can 

see the tremendous love God has for each of us. That love is a healing love. That love 

can never be taken away. All it takes is that we ask for forgiveness. And that we ask for 

the ability to forgive others. 

Lord - Forgive us our trespasses, AS we forgive those who trespass against us (with your 

help!) 

 


