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Homily 24th Sunday Ordinary Time and 9/11 Anniversary 2021  

 

Who do you say I AM? 

On this 20th anniversary of 9/11/2001, this is a great question to ask. Who is Jesus? Who 

is Jesus in my life? 

Jesus says a lot about himself in the Gospel: (of John)  

• I am the way, the truth and the life. 

• I am the Good Shepherd. 

• I am the Light of the world. 

• I am the Resurrection and the Life. 

• I am the bread of Life 

• I am the vine you are the branches. 

But this question that Jesus asks, is not about what he said, or about what other 

people’s opinions, but about our relationship with him: “Who do YOU say that I am?” 

This is worth taking to prayer and reflecting on. Because it affects how we live and how 

we respond to what goes on in life.  

As Christians, we believe that Jesus is not just a man but God and Man. Literally, 

bringing humanity and God together. He makes the desire of God to be “God with Us” 

real and in the flesh. And he promises to never abandon us but to be with us always, 

through thick and thin. And we believe that he gave up his life to demonstrate his 

tremendous love for each of us and to save us and pave the road to heaven. 

As we truly come to believe this, gratitude flows into out hearts and minds. If we truly 

understand ourselves to be weak and broken sinners, who are healed and redeemed by 

Jesus, we are transformed.  

As we truly come to grips with the fact that God is not an old man with a white beard 

sitting on a throne on a mountaintop, but God is a good God who cares for us, and has 

compassion in our suffering, and wishes to comfort us and strengthen us, our world 

view is changed.  
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Then next thing we realize is that God wants to love and help others THROUGH US. We 

are to be his hands and feet. As St. James says to us today, “I will demonstrate my faith 

to you from my works.” And events come into our lives that are opportunities to put our 

faith into practice. 

At the beautiful 9-11 Anniversary Memorial Service at Holmdel Town Hall yesterday, I 

realized again that everyone has a story of how that tragic day 20 years ago changed our 

lives. And many are still struggling to heal and make sense of the terrible loss we 

suffered, especially in our area. 

Many people put their faith into action in heroic deeds of self-sacrifice: going into 

harm’s way to try to save others. 9/11 taught us we can come together as a nation 

during crisis and help each other and do wonderful things out of love for neighbor. We 

have many examples of the ability to imitate Christ's self-sacrificial love putting our 

needs aside and helping each other. Even dying to save others. It is inspiring! 

 

I’d like to share how faith changed my life that day 20 years ago and put me on a path to 

be here with you today. 

In 2001, I was a systems engineer at Lockheed Martin in Moorestown in South Jersey 

designing displays for the Aegis Weapon System used on Navy Cruisers and Destroyers. I 

was 27 and building my Engineering career according to my plan.  

In the background, God was working on me. I had started playing guitar at the 1130 

mass and then started a youth group at the parish. I was learning what it meant to really 

make faith the central part of my life and listen to God’s call. But I did not bring faith 

into my workplace – that was separate! 

On September 11, I was in my cubical at work as the coworker in the next cube turned 

on his radio. We gathered around and began to hear what was going on. As the events 

unfolded, I heard someone say, “We need to kill them all.” I spoke up and said, 

“shouldn’t we pray for our leaders?” 

Another coworker and I decided to offer a “moment of silence and prayer” in the 

conference room at noon. I asked our administrative assistant to send an invite to the 

whole department. We put together a little service with a psalm and some 

intercessions, really not knowing what we were doing.  
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About 30 people showed up and we prayed together. It was beautiful. The next week, 

someone asked, “Can we do this again?” We gathered the next two Tuesdays to pray. 

When the company held a memorial service the following year, they asked me to lead 

some prayers. 

For me, the events of 9-11 triggered a response to put my faith into action and lead 

others in prayer. It “outted” me as a Christian in the workplace. People did not look at 

me the same afterwards. This decision continued to put me on a path to where I am 

today. 

I left Lockheed in July 2003, not to further my career at another Engineering company, 

but to go to seminary to study to be a priest. And in 2008, I was ordained a priest for the 

Diocese of Trenton. I served 5 years at St. Joe’s in Toms River as an associate priest and 

high school chaplain. Then I served as a Navy Chaplain for 6 years. And in 2019, the 

bishop assigned me to St. Catharine’s.  

Who would have thought that the events of 9-11 would have helped change my life so 

radically? And this year I have been able to serve this faith community and help us 

navigate through the pandemic crisis.  

 

As we recall the stories of all of us, where we were that day, how we responded, we see 

many, many great examples of people putting their faith into action. 

It all comes down to how we answer the question Jesus posed in today’s Gospel, “Who 

do YOU say that I AM?” Not what other people say. There are many opinions, good and 

bad, about who Jesus is. The truly important opinion, the one that changes your life, is 

Who is Jesus to YOU? What do you tell others about Jesus? 

Many people answered, “The Lord God is my help… The Lord in my Shepherd... The Lord 

is my strength and comfort.” And that relationship with Jesus, inspired them to do 

heroic and holy things for love of God and neighbor. It inspired many to keep going and 

live their lives and raise their families despite a terrible loss. It inspired young people to 

dedicate their lives in serving others, their country, their community.  
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Today, we remember and we pray for the souls of our beloved dead, and we continue to 

pray for strength and healing for those left behind.  

Let us remember that Jesus is Emmanuel, God with Us, who never abandons us. Let our 

relationship with Jesus continue to grow and inspire us to live lives of active faith and 

self-sacrifice for the good of our community. 

May God continue to heal, and strengthen, and comfort, and bring good from tragedy. 

And may he accomplish this… THROUGH US. 

 


