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Homily 25th Sunday Ordinary Time 2020 Gods Generosity  

 

Jimmy and his wife Pam just got a great deal on the perfect house in a new 

development in the area. The house was listed for $874k. Jimmy’s bid of $824k was 

accepted. And the 50k would really help since Pam wants to redo the kitchen. 

Jimmy, Pam and the kids moved in and were really happy with the place: 5 bedrooms, 

4.5 baths. 3500 sq. ft on a 1-acre lot, with a beautiful pool the kids are going to love. 

A week later, Jimmy went out to get the morning paper and saw the neighbors had 

moved in. Steve was detailing his sweet black S-Class sedan. The guys got to talking and 

Steve happened to mention the great deal he got. Jimmy nodded his head. Steve said he 

was happy they accepted his offer of $710k. Jimmy was stunned. After a few minutes 

they said goodbye, Jimmy picked up his paper and went inside. 

He thought he got a deal, but it turns out that Steve paid over a 100 grand less for 

almost the exact same house. What the heck? 

Pam walked in the kitchen and saw the look on Jimmy’s face. “What’s wrong?” she 

asked. “You’re not going to believe what the neighbor paid for their house!” Pam was 

upset too. They could really use the extra $100k to add a pool deck. 

Jimmy called Larry, the realtor, hoping to get in on the better deal. Larry merely said 

that Steve’s offer was a good offer and was accepted. Jimmy asked to get in on the deal, 

but Larry said it was too late.  

How could they pull this? Jimmy was furious and really not looking forward to telling 

Pam. 

A few days later, he saw Steve cleaning his car again, who seemed a bit upset. Jimmy 

asked what was up. Steve said, “You’re not going to believe this. I just met the new guy 

Ralph down the block. He’s in that white house that was on the market for 1.1M.” 

Jimmy said, “Yeah, that house is awesome, love the tennis court. It was just a bit out of 

our price range.” Steve said, “Yeah, us too. Get this – Ralph closed a few days after me – 

for $500k! I called the realtor Larry who said, ‘I guess the builder is just really 

generous.’” 

Jimmy almost lost his lunch. --- 
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This is a made-up scenario. But let me ask a question. Is the builder wrong for accepting 

the offer of $500k for a $1.1M house?  

Can you fault the builder for being generous? Jimmy and Pam were happy with their 

deal until they heard about Steve’s better deal and Ralph’s ridiculously good deal. 

Was the builder wrong? 

I think our logic would say yes. I think there might be some lawsuits in the works… 

 

In the Gospel, we hear Jesus tell a parable of a ridiculously generous landowner. He 

hired day laborers for his vineyard. A group started at dawn for the daily wage. A second 

group started at 9, a third at noon, another at 3pm and finally the last group started at 

5pm.  

The groups all received the same daily wage. The first group that worked 12 hours was 

paid the same as the group that worked one hour and they complained to the 

landowner. 

The landowner replied, “My friend I am not cheating you…Take what is yours and go… 

What if I wish to give this last one the same as you? Or am I not free to do as a wish with 

my own money? Are you envious because I am generous?” 

 

Of course, this parable is not about a great deal on a house or a daily wage. This is a 

metaphor about salvation. It is a lesson on God’s logic. We tend to assume that God 

thinks like we do. But our first reading from Isaiah clarifies: “for my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, and my ways are not your ways.” 

God forgives the saint, the daily mass goer, the “good person” as readily as he forgives a 

murderer, a prostitute, an embezzler. God has the power to forgive all of us sinners and 

allow all of us to get to heaven, if we sincerely repent and seek to change our ways. 

News flash – because of our sins – none of us are worthy of heaven! None of us desere 

his mercy! 

Yet – Christ, by his sacrifice on the cross, makes us worthy of heaven. In fact, we are not 

forgiven because we are worthy or because we pray every day or give a lot to charity. If 
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we are forgiven, it is because God the Father wants to forgive us. He forgives us not 

because of how well we love, he forgives us because of HOW WELL HE LOVES. 

 

Today is an invitation to be open to understand how God thinks. And the best way to 

learn How God thinks, is to read the Scriptures and listen to how the Church interprets it 

in the Catechism. The Scriptures and Church Tradition teach us basically about God and 

his relationship with his people. God is not a policeman. God is not a judge. God is not a 

realtor.  

God is a savior. He saves us from the worst part of ourselves, and invites us in a journey 

to discover the best part of ourselves – the part that is generous and forgiving and kind 

and faithful and loving. 

Because of God’s generosity, we are invited to be thankful and respond in generosity. 

The beginning of the school year is a good opportunity to evaluate our priorities. Are we 

aligning our priorities to God’s priorities? Are we being generous with our time and our 

talents for God? Or are we busy doing what we want to do? 

 

This week, take some time to read the Gospels for yourself. Try to understand what 

Jesus teaches us about how God thinks and acts. You might find that, all this time, you 

have misunderstood who God really is.  

And now maybe we can begin to understand just how wonderful our God truly is! 


