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Homily 26th Sunday Ordinary Time 2020 Is it Good to be Bad 

 

Is it good to be Bad? 

It seems sometimes in this culture that being good is for nerds and geeks. Being 

good in boring. Being good is uncool. To use an old term, being a “goody two 

shoes” is for “squares.” 

No, it seems it is much more fun to be bad.  

When I was a kid, Batman and robin were good. But the Dark Knight is much more 

interesting, no? 

There have been a number of movies about the good person turning to revenge 

or the bad guy hero. 

The recent movie, Joker, is a good example of what I am talking about. Joaquin 

Phoenix plays a persecuted character, with a mental condition that makes him 

laugh when he is upset or uncomfortable. This condition causes him to get 

bullied. The movie shows a deterioration of his mental state until he finally stops 

trying to control his violent, sociopathic tendencies. 

This movie bothered me. Instead of portraying this decline to insanity as a 

tragedy, the movie seems to rejoice. It seems to say that this man finally found his 

true identity as the Joker, and therefore it is okay to commit violent crime and 

seek vengeance and chaos against the world, because it is the world order that is 

bad. 

This is an incredible dangerous message. It is enticing and romantic, it is powerful. 

It is demonic. 

It corrupts a fundamental part of who we are as created beings: freedom.  

We can be caught up in the idea that many sins are now okay in the philosophy: 

“don’t put your beliefs on me” or “I don’t think it’s right, but I am not going to tell 

others not to do it” or “I have rights, I have freedom.”  

Freedom is NOT a license to do evil.  
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God the Creator gave us free will. True. But how are we to use it? Do we have the 

right to choose sin and selfishness over God’s commands? What are we created 

for? 

But what if choosing good all the time means my friends will see me as a geek? 

Doesn’t choosing good mean life will be boring? 

• Being dishonest in my business – “that’s not really wrong. The Government 

lets me get away with it.” 

• Cheating on a test – “that’s not really wrong because I need good grades to 

get into a good college.” 

• Being intimate with my girlfriend that I am not married to. “That’s not really 

wrong. We love each other. Marriage is such a ball and chain, right?” 

• Or whatever the temptation is. Peer pressure can be powerful, no matter 

how old we get. We just may call it “keeping up with the Joneses.” Or “the 

rat race.” 

I’ll ask the question again: Is it good to be bad? 

We might possibly answer “Yes” if we only think of ourselves and our freedom. 

But we live in a community. And we were created for one purpose – to love and 

be loved. 

When we understand that, when we acknowledge that a loving Father created 

this world, we know that we are called not to be bad. Not even to just be good. 

We are called to be loving. That is much harder. It takes much more courage. 

 

We are encouraged today, during this Ordinary time in the church year, to 

continue to choose virtue each day: faith, hope, love, prudence, temperance, 

fortitude, justice. We are running a race to get to heaven and lead others to 

heaven. Choosing what’s right each day. The Lord promises to be with us along 

the journey.  

When we encounter temptation, we are encouraged to reach out to the Lord in 

prayer. “Lead us not into Temptation and deliver us from evil” we pray in the 

Lord’s prayer. We beg for the grace and courage to choose the hard path – the 
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narrow path, the right path. It is so easy to give up being good and just give in to 

pressure.  

We are invited to surround ourselves with people trying to live the Gospel virtues. 

It is much easier doing a hard task when you are surrounded by a team. 

And when we fall, the Lord is there to help us up. We repent and are forgiven.  

When we hear this good news, we can rejoice. We are not stuck in our sin. We 

don’t have to be stuck in the mindset that you have to be bad to be cool. 

It is very cool to sacrifice for others and love your neighbor. To act as a team. To 

run the race of faith together. It takes courage every day. And a lot of prayer. 

It is very cool to be grateful to the Creator of this beautiful world with all the 

animals and tress and planets and oceans and each other. 

 

So as much as it is appealing to be bad, and we tend to be attracted to the bad 

boy, don’t we want to be with the virtuous? Don’t we want to be with people that 

will truly love us and sacrifice for us? Don’t we want to truly love others? Won’t 

we take a bullet to protect the ones we love? 

Strive to be the good guy, the good gal. Don’t give up your values for anybody. 

Stand up, have courage! And if we all support each other in living those values – 

loving our neighbor – the world would be a better place one day at a time. 

 

 


