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Homily 26th Sunday Ordinary Time 2021 What to Cut What to Keep 

 

This Gospel sounds like an opening scene in a horror movie. It is one of the 

misunderstood passages in the Bible. What did Jesus mean? Did he really want us to cut 

off our hands because we sinned? 

We always have to take Bible passages in context with what the rest of the Bible says 

and what Jesus taught. Of course, we start with the two great commandments. Love 

God with all your heart, soul, mind, strength and Love your neighbor as yourself, right? 

In the readings today, as in much of Scripture there are two paths to follow: The narrow 

path of goodness and virtue, and the wider path of greed, selfishness, and sin. Which 

path brings us close to God and leads to Heaven? The narrow path. 

Moses makes a statement, “Would that all people of the Lord were prophets!” This is the 

first path – that everything we do and say would help people to know, love and serve 

God. 

The second reading warns of the second path: making wealth and riches in this world 

more important than loving God and neighbor. 

“But, Father, if we sin, does Jesus want us to cut our hands off or not?” 

Let me see if I can explain… 

Its all about cutting out things that lead us away from God and keeping and adding the 

things that lead us to God. 

Here’s an example of something that could be used for good or for evil from my life: 

Music.  

(demo) 
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I love listening to music. I really enjoy live performances of all types. 

One day, when I was a sophomore in high school, I was riding in the back of my friend. 

Frank said, “check out this band!” The music starting blasting and it was awesome. 80s 

Heavy Metal. Metallica’s Master of Puppets album! I had discovered my new favorite 

band. Thanks, Frank. 

I had mostly been listening to the radio and Run DMC, the Beastie Boys and then DeF 

Leppard, Poison, Pink Floyd, U2. 

But now I started exploring heavier, darker music like Guns and Roses, Ozzy Osborne, 

Motley Crue, and of course Metallica. 

This music had such energy and I loved the guitar driven sound. I was captivated. It drew 

me in. It was alluring. I wanted to be Metallica’s lead singer, James Hetfield.  

I bought a guitar, took some lessons, grew my hair long, got earrings, wore a jean jacket 

with a metallica patch on the back and started going to concerts. 

A teacher came to me one day and asked if everything was okay. Interesting… people 

started to notice the changes.  

One day, while answering phones at the church rectory, listening to a metal band, I had 

an insight. The message of this music was not good for me. 

The lyrics of the songs, the concert scene, the values did not match the virtues I had 

grown up with in my family and my faith.  

The values were fame and living a certain way “sex, drugs, rock n roll”, life's a party, and 

rebelling against the establishment… Is this what I wanted to imitate? 

I remember making a choice. I like this music. I convinced myself that I listened to the 

music not the lyrics. It is not influencing me. I chose to continue on this path. 

I continued down this darker path eventually going to concerts with bands like Judas 

Priest, Megadeth, and even Slayer. 

It definitely had an impact on how I dressed and acted and what I thought was 

important. I went to many concerts through high school and college and beyond. 
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However, God kept drawing me back and never let me go. I still went to mass, even 

playing guitar in the folk mass and teaching Confirmation class. It was a battle of the two 

paths. 

Fast forward… in my mid 20s, I started looking at my influences. I started getting back 

into Church and playing guitar again at mass and eventually starting a youth group and 

praying a lot more. 

I remember one day, watching the move Diary of Anne Frank about a young girl and her 

family being captured by the Nazis and taken to a concentration camp and eventually 

dying there. 

As I watched the scene of them getting on the train, music that I hadn’t listened to in 

years came into my head. Slayer lyrics about Nazi torture methods.  

I realized my decision to listen to this music because “I liked it and it was not influencing 

me” WAS A LIE! These lyrics were in my head. It was like my eyes were open to the 

truth. 

I went over to my CD collection, which I was very proud of, and took out the slayer CDs 

and broke them and threw them in the garbage. 

I asked myself - Was this truly the path God was calling me to? Do I listen to the values 

of my faith, as a child of God, to be the man God wanted me to be? To serve others? 

Was there a way to encourage my faith and still enjoy life, music, concerts? 

That new decision put me on a new path to get closer to God and consciously choose 

things that influence me in a positive way and avoid these that lead me away from God. 

I decided to switch over to Christian music. At first it was rough, because I did not know 

many metal bands. But I kept exploring and found a bunch of bands that I enjoyed and 

even found heavier bands like Skillet (one of my favorites, saw them early last year and 

the Starland ballroom), Demon Hunter, We Came as Romans,  Underoath, Fit for a King, 

and I am always on the lookout for new bands, with good lyrics and music I enjoy. 
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Listen to these lyrics from the song “Never Let me Go” by We Came As Romans 

Don't let me, don't let me, don't let me go. 

So hold me close and never let me, never let me go 

At my lowest of lows, when I need you the most. 

So let's reverse, could you look for me, could you look for me first? 

I will hold you close, I will never let you go 

It’s God responding I will never let you go… AWESOME. INSPIRING. 

--- 

So that is my LONG explanation about what Jesus was meaning about cutting off things. 

He wasn’t saying to literally pluck out our eyeballs or cut off our hands. 

 Jesus was teaching us to cut out the things that do not lead us to God, whether it be 

music, like me, or TV shows, or stuff we are into on line, or behaviors in relationships 

or cheating in school or foul language, bullying people, being selfish or not helping out 

your parents at home. 

CUT OUT those influences that teach us values that conflict with our faith and lead us 

away from God. 

ADD more influences that bring us closer to God and loving him and loving our 

neighbor. 

Does this passage make more sense now? 

This is something we can do periodically. Every once in a while, ask God to help you 

check your influences.  

CUT OUT things that have a negative influence on us and lead us away from God and 

more into selfishness or greed or lust or the desire to have a lot of things (materialism). 

ADD things that bring you closer to God and your neighbor like prayer, and sharing and 

caring for people. 

Choose the narrow path. Check that we are staying on the path of building virtues. The 

path of love and mercy that leads us and others closer to God! 


