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Homily 27th Sunday Ordinary Time 2020 Gods Vineyard 

 

A few years ago, I got to travel with a Priest friend to France. Among other places, we 

stayed in Bordeaux for a few days because Fr. Joel really likes wine and vineyards. As we 

travelled around the areas we were surrounded by beautiful fields and hills of vines of 

the various Chateaus. One day, we travelled east to St. Emillion. St. Emillion is a small 

town with steep, narrow side streets, built on a huge rock. We even took a tour into an 

underground Church. St. Emillion is known for Merlots and Cabernet Franc. We also 

made an appointment for a tour and wine tasting at Chateau Lynch-Bages vineyard. The 

sommelier-guide explained the tedious process of caring for grape vines. She described 

that the vintages are greatly affected by the weather which affects the yeast, the soil, 

and ultimately the qualities of the wine that year. The vintners (wine makers) brilliantly 

perfect blends, predicting how they will taste after aging for 10-15 years or so. 

I learned a great deal about the different smells to look for, the variety of tastes. Do you 

get a hint of leather or wood? Or maybe a red fruit – a very ripe fruit? Do you notice the 

tannins make your cheeks feel like velvet? 

It was a great trip. I like to explore and learn something new. A lot goes into making 

wine. A lot more than I ever knew. 

- 

Now I don’t know if Jesus was a sommelier or wine connoisseur, but we do hear a lot 

about wine in the Scriptures. Remember Jesus’ first miracle? And today Jesus connects 

to an Old Testament image for God’s people. Both the Prophet Isaiah and Psalm 80 refer 

to Israel as “God’s vineyard.” 

Now why would God want to use an image of a vineyard to describe his people? There 

are a few qualities worth pointing out: 

- A vineyard is a prized possession and can be a source of joy and happiness 

- A vineyard requires proper care 

- A vineyard is judged based on the fruit it produces 
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Prized Possession 

As I recall the images of the beautiful rolling hills of vines in Bordeaux, I can imagine the 

history of the families that labored in these fields. The land and the family’s well-being 

are strongly linked. The family takes care of the land, the land takes care of the family. 

There is an interdependence, a connection, almost like the family and the land are one. 

The vineyard therefore is a prized possession, critical to the family’s lasting happiness. If 

the vineyard struggles, the family struggles. The fate of the two are intertwined. 

God must be saying he feels a real connection with his vineyard - his people. We are 

one. We are family, we are dependent, we are intertwined. God cares for us; we care 

for God. Our well-being is linked to God’s joy and happiness. Our happiness and joy are 

found in God. To God, we are his prized possession, his family heirloom. We are God’s 

house – his Chateau. Our happiness and future wellbeing are intricately linked. We are 

one, a family. 

 

Proper Care 

A vineyard requires proper care. God, the landowner, planted the vineyard, put a hedge 

around it, dug a wine press and built a tower. He planted the choicest vines and cared 

for them tenderly. 

God’s people – the Church – need to be cared for. Otherwise the vines will die. Who will 

care for the vines? God watches over us, provides this air we breathe, the world we live 

in, the laws to follow for ultimate happiness in heaven. He provides a faith community 

built on the Apostles and carried on through the centuries. He provides his Holy Spirit to 

guide us and makes us holy by giving us Sacraments and prayer. He gave his only Son to 

die to save us. Jesus gives his body to feed us. God cares for his vineyard as a loving 

Father.  

And he gives us each other too. We are to care for each other. We are to build up this 

community, supporting each other. We are not to be like the tenants that kill and 

destroy. We are to be good caretakers of the vineyard God gave us – celebrating the 

Sacraments well, serving the community, studying the faith, and passing it on to our 

children – telling them the wonders of our magnificent God. 

 



3 
 

Produces Fruit 

A vineyard is judged by the fruit it produces. In Bordeaux vineyards, there is a 

tremendous amount of work that goes into caring for the vines, harvesting, selecting the 

grapes to blend, crushing them, preparing them, fermenting them – all to create the 

best tasting vintage, which takes years before it is ready. 

We, too, are judged by our fruit. We are given everything we need to be a great vintage. 

We are the choicest vines. We are called to use our gifts and talents and put them at the 

service of the community. We are to produce great spiritual fruit – love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, chastity.  

Every day we are given time – 24 hours (minus sleep and brushing your teeth etc.) How 

do we produce fruit for the Lord? How do we show our gratitude for the great care he 

provides? 

At the end of our days, God will look at the fruit we produced. Will it be a prized vintage 

that makes the world’s best wine list? Or will it be 2 buck Chuck or thrown out as not 

even fit to drink? 

The more we strive to love one another using our gifts and talents - the more perfect 

the vintage. 

 

We are God’s vineyard, his prized possession. He is the landowner, the caretaker, 

supplying all our needs. We are his people. Or as Jesus described: He is the vine; we are 

the branches. If we remain connected to Him, we WILL bear good fruit. 

 


