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Homily 27th Sunday Ordinary Time October 6 2019   Fr Pat 8am 

 

On this Respect Life Sunday, we honor all life because God is the creator of all life. God 

chose to create us, therefore we are his children, he is Our Father. You and I would not 

exist without God making the universe and designing men and women to be able to 

have children. 

Now I want to point out an example of NOT respecting life and a great example of 

respecting life. We see in the news Amber Guyger, a former police officer who came 

home from work and walked into the wrong apartment, one on a different floor, and 

saw a man in what she was her apartment, and shot and killed him. Botham Jean (may 

be rest in peace).  

This was not a case of respecting life. It is a violation of God's law “Thou shalt not kill.” 

Amber deserves to be punished for violating God's law. And she was sentenced to jail by 

a judge. However, she was deeply sorry and expressed hatred for herself because of 

what happened.  

Now Botham's brother, Brandt Jean, is an example of respecting life. Raised in a good 

Christian home, his mother expressed that he was taught the value that forgiving and 

loving is what Christians do. And this Brave young man 18 years old, in the midst of the 

grief of losing his brother in a tragic situation, had the heart to be able to see past the 

grief and anger and confusion and notice that there was a person on trial -- Amber.  

After she was convicted and sentenced to jail, Brandt said that if she was truly sorry he 

would forgive Amber and wish her well. Then he did something truly amazing - get this - 

he asked the judge if he could give Amber - the one who murdered his brother- a hug. 

Simply Amazing! What a witness to Christian love!  

Christian love, St Paul would say in his famous 1 Corinthians 13 passage often read at 

weddings "love is patient, love is kind, love does not brood over injury, it does not 

rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. Love never fails".  

And Brandt Jean showed the power of forgiveness by forgiving his brother's killer. His 

mom explained that he did this to relieve himself of hatred, to free himself of this chain 

that can bind us. Hate has no place in a Christian's life. And he showed that to be free to 
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love and carry on his life, he needed to forgive Amber, so that he can move on with his 

life.  

Forgiving Amber, who was despairing at her tragic actions, may have also opened the 

possibility of living. Brandt gave her an example of unselfish love, which I hope she can 

one day imitate, by forgiving herself and doing good in the future.  

We all need to thank this young man for his courage and conviction and faith to 

demonstrate to the country , which is often torn and divided: between black, white, 

police, civilian and may other ways we divide ourselves,  that at the end of the day we 

are all just people: black, white, blue, green (yes even jet fans), red, yellow or rainbow. 

We are all God's children, who deserve to be loved and cared for. 

Let us pray the Lord, to increase our faith so we may follow Brandt’s example of 

courageous and forgiving love in our lives. 


