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Homily 28th Sunday Ordinary Time Are we content with this life 

 

Weddings are one of the most beautiful moments in a person’s life. A bride and groom 

come here to the altar and publicly professes their love and commitment to their fiancé. 

If you listen to the Catholic vows, there are no guarantees what will happen in life the 

next day. The only certainty is “I take you to be my wife, I take you to be my husband.” 

It is the commitment to love and cherish all the days of their lives that is so stunning. 

Because it is risky, it is bold, it is courageous. And the young couple pledges the next 60+ 

years of their lives to each other – they invest their lives – they bet their happiness on 

this one relationship. It is a beautiful sight to witness. And it is the basis for building a 

family. 

And because this is such a special moment, we want celebrate it! We dress up in special 

clothes, we have flowers and invitations. We usually have a big party, food and dancing 

to continue the celebration and invite as many of our friends and families as the budget 

allows. Perhaps we include even more in the celebration through social media posts.  

Most of the time, couples spend at least a year preparing for this one special day – to 

make it beautiful. 

-- 

And yet as full of joy and celebration as a wedding can be, it cannot compare to the 

feast being prepared for us in Heaven. The Scriptures use the image of a wedding 

banquet to try to convey some idea of what heaven is like.  

Can you imagine - a gigantic ballroom, with all our loved ones, including all those who 

have gone before us and who will come after us? It is the celebration of God’s love for 

his people, and there will be no more obstacles to the joy and happiness. No family 

tensions. No apologizing to those you can’t invite, no worrying about if details will go 

right or if your dress or tux shoes will fit.  

At this wedding feast, everything will be perfect and beautiful and the only tears will be 

tears of joy and gratitude. 

Our brains, as capable as they are, cannot even contemplate how awesome Heaven will 

be. “Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, what God has prepared for those who love 

him” (1 Cor 2:9) 
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Do we believe this? Do our lives reflect this desire for heaven? Or, are we content with 

this life – the here and now? 

To illustrate Heaven, Jesus describes a wedding feast that a king gives for his son. OOO. 

A royal wedding – that should grab headlines! Imagine the luxury of a royal wedding, 

picture the bride about to be married to a prince. 

Yet there is a curveball. The banquet is ready, the guests are invited. But the guest 

refuse to come! One goes back to his farm, another back to his business. Can you 

imagine ignoring an invitation to a royal wedding? 

And yet that’s what was happening in Jesus’ time:  it was the chief priests and the elders 

that were ignoring his invitation to become his disciples. These people were content 

with life as they knew it. When God became man to save them and lead then to 

everlasting joy and peace in Heaven, they refused. They did not recognize Jesus, the Son 

of God. 

In our day and age, many are still reusing the invitation to follow Jesus and make their 

goal the wedding feast of Heaven. Like the religious leaders of Jesus’ time, many people 

today are content with this world. There is a temptation to focus on the 20, or 40, or 60 

years we have left in this world. We can focus on entertaining ourselves and supplying 

our creature comforts.  We can be absorbed on studying and playing sports and 

extracurricular activities and preparing for college, so there is no time for prayer or 

serving our neighbor or obeying our parents. We can be so consumed with work, that 

we don’t have time for family and faith. We can be busy keeping ourselves busy, so that 

we never have and free time to just sit and speak to God. 

Pop Quiz! Do we spend as much time reading the Bible as: 

• Watching TV/Movies? 

• On Social Media? 

• Shopping? 

• On our appearance? 

• At the Gym? 

• With entertainment? 

 



3 
 

Now studying, and sports and work and entertainment can all be good. But all these are 

gifts of the Creator and should be oriented toward our ultimate goal of getting to 

Heaven. 

The Catechism describes the purpose of life: “We are here on earth in order to know 

and to love God, to do good according to his will and to someday go to Heaven.” (Youcat 

#1). 

Have we forgotten that purpose? Many in this society have. We have become caught up 

in the rat race and keeping up with the Joneses and have allowed the seven deadly sins 

to guide us: Greed, Lust, Envy, Gluttony, Sloth, Wrath, and of course, Pride. These seven 

sins are like Seven thoughts that distract us from our true purpose and our true dignity 

as sons and daughters of the King. 

We must be careful not to get caught up in the momentum that would lead us away 

from our primary purpose. We Christians are called to witness to our belief and desire 

to be with God in Heaven. And we can make every day a witness that points to faith in 

Jesus by the way we live and the way we spend our time. We are to order everything we 

do to know, love and serve God and to be with him in Heaven one day. 

So, we can work or study, and play sports etc., as long as we prioritize our time for 

prayer, for studying the faith and for serving our neighbor. 

 

As Christians, we are called to recognize our true purpose and destination in life AND to 

spend the time we are given in preparing for Heaven and inviting other along the way. 

Let us accept the invitation to journey to the Royal wedding feast, and let us prepare for 

it by the way we live our lives. 

  


