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Homily 29th Sunday Ordinary Time 2020 Give to Caesar 

 

Well, apparently, even 2000 yeas ago, people were not so happy about paying taxes. 

And the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, with the loaded question, “is it lawful to pay the 

census tax to Caesar or not?” 

Jesus askes them for a coin and asks whose face is on the coin. They answer, “Caesar’s.” 

Jesus’ reply: “Then give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and give to God what belongs 

to God.” 

Now we must be careful how we interpret Jesus’ brilliant reply to their trap.  

 

Our modern mind might immediately read into it: “See, Jesus promotes separation of 

Church and State.” 

But that is not really what Jesus is saying. There are two things we learn: we are citizens 

of this world and we are citizens of Heaven. 

#1 According to the Youth Catechism #376: “Every citizen has the duty to cooperate 

loyally with the civil authorities and to contribute to the common good in truth, justice, 

freedom, and solidarity. #377 says that we must refuse to follow orders from the State 

that violate God’s laws. 

In the Catechism, obeying civil authority falls under the Fourth Commandment: Honor 

thy Father and thy Mother. It includes the responsibility that the State must protect and 

support families.   

Therefore, the first thing we can understand is that we are to be good citizens. Good 

citizens obey the law and promote the common good. Good citizens also must fight 

against unjust laws. And yes, we should pay taxes. 

This Scripture comes right before our National Election. Perhaps it is a reminder of our 

duty to vote and be good citizens. 

For the last weeks, we have included a letter from Bishop O’Connell and the US Bishops’ 

Faithful Citizenship document on our website. They discuss our responsibilities as 

Catholics when voting. Basically, we are reminded to do our homework before voting. 

We are to study all the issues.  
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Bishop O’Connell points out some of the most important issues from the USSCB 

document: 

1. Issues that directly affect human life. 

2. Religious liberty.  

3. Traditional marriage and family life. 

4. The disparity between rich and poor.  

5. Immigration reform.  

6. Racism and inequality. 

7. Violence, hatred and crime.  

8. Protection of the Environment. 

 

Catholics should find out the candidates’ position on the important issues. And then we 

are to compare them to Catholic teaching on the subject. And of course, to be able to 

compare these issues to Catholic teaching, we must first know the Catholic teaching on 

the issues.  

Since October is Respect Life Month, we are reminded that we must promote laws that 

protect all life, and work to change laws that do not uphold the dignity of life. Pope 

Francis’ message for today, World Mission Day, tells us that we are sent to be heralds of 

the Gospel by our baptism: “this mission is part of our identity as Christians; it makes us 

responsible for enabling all men and women to realize their vocation as adoptive 

children of the Father to recognize their personal dignity and to appreciate the intrinsic 

worth of every human life, from conception until natural death.” 

Voting is part of our duty as good citizens. Another duty we hear from St. Paul’s first 

letter to Timothy chapter 2 is to pray for our leaders. 

 

#2 the second thing we learn from Jesus’ statement is kind of a curveball.  

Our modern minds may separate the world into two pieces:  perhaps 50% belonging to 

Caesar and the State, and 50% belonging to God. Or maybe because we are running 

around so busy, we only give 10% to God. 

But the curveball and point of what Jesus is saying is this: EVERYTHING BELONGS TO 

GOD! 
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Our whole life, our whole existence belongs to God. Where did the universe come from? 

God. Where did our body come from? God. Where did our gifts and talents and 

intelligence come from? God. Who created our individual human soul? God. 

The image on the coin they held up might have been Caesar’s face, but did Caesar 

create the metal that the coin was made of? Did Caesar create the molecules that make 

up Gold? Did he put 79 protons and 118 neutrons in Gold’s nucleus with 79 electrons in 

six energy levels? Did Caesar create Silver or Bronze? 

All that we have and are come from God. Even our free will to choose is a gift of the 

creator.  

Although we are commanded to be good citizens and pay taxes and obey the State, we 

are first citizens of Heaven and belong to Him. 

Which puts us in a bit of a bind. Balancing our two citizenships can be a cause of much 

tension and therefore we need a lot of prayer. 

 

This Gospel is a very timely opportunity to reflect on our duty as citizens. We are 

reminded that we are “IN this world, but not OF this world” (Cf. John 17:14-16). We are 

reminded that our first priority is to be faithful to God and to spread the Gospel 

message that Jesus came to save all the world - his children – and that our God is a God 

of love and mercy.  

Being a good citizen is just one way that we spread the Gospel. Let us do our duty as 

dual-citizens, and tell the greatness of our God.  

 


