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Homily 2nd Sunday of Easter 2022 

 

Happy Easter! We are still celebrating Easter! Easter is so important that we celebrate 

for 8 days (an octave) like it is one continuous day of Easter. So Happy Easter! And we 

Catholics are so crazy about Easter that we continue to celebrate 50 days of the Easter 

Season. Why?  

Because Easter tells us who we are. Easter tells us what is most important. Easter 

reminds us that the purpose of our life, is to tell people abut Jesus and to help them get 

to Heaven. 

“But Father, can’t I be a good Christian, celebrate Easter and then leave it at that.”  

Do you want the nice answer or my real answer? The nice answer is, “Sure, celebrate 

Easter in the private of your own home, with a nice dinner, some Easter Baskets full of 

candy and stuffed bunnies, and don’t tell anybody about it.” But that’s baloney. Being 

Christian, means following Christ. It means doing what he tells us. So, my real answer is, 

“To be a good Christian, you gotta tell people about Jesus and Easter!” Yes, I said “you 

gotta.” Why? Because Jesus told us to go baptize all nations and teach them all he 

commanded us. We gotta go tell people about Jesus, because the world needs Jesus. 

Many people just don’t know it yet. 

Many people are caught running from place to place, doing more and more, and never 

finding fulfillment or happiness. That’s because no amount of doing, no amount of 

entertainment, no amount of social media, activities, sports or vacations, will ever bring 

us that deep down peace and fulfillment. Only doing God’s will can do that. 

I just saw the movie “Father Stu” by Mark Wahlberg, a good Catholic. Up front, it is 

rated R and has a lot of curses in it. It’s about a rough, amateur boxer, named Stuart, 

who doesn’t believe in God, and how friendship and a motorcycle accident help him to 

see his purpose in life is to help others. Getting to know Jesus changed Stu into a guy 

who only wants to do God’s will no matter what it takes and what the sacrifice. I 

recommend adults and young adults go see it and support this type of faith filled movie 

making. Warning it is R rated. 

We gotta tell people about Jesus. The world needs him more than ever. Years ago, there 

seemed to be a momentum and positive view of faith. Whole neighborhoods would go 
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to mass, and there was not much to do on Sunday and most stores were closed. But 

now, it is more like the early Church we see in Scripture. The culture is not friendly to 

faith and especially Catholicism. We have filled up Sundays with activities and shopping 

so that there is not much time for Church and rest on the Sabbath. Many people are 

afraid to talk about faith at work, in school, on social media for fear of pushback or 

conflict. So many of us Catholics remain silent.  

Look at the readings today. The Apostles are fired up about proclaiming the faith. If we 

read more of the Acts of the Apostles book, thousands are being converted to follow 

Jesus after hearing the Apostles’ witness. People even lay the sick in the street where 

Peter would walk by, so that only his shadow would touch them. The apostles cured 

them all. Yet, there was also much persecution. The Apostles were arrested and beaten. 

They were told to stop saying that name “Jesus.” In the second reading, St. John talks 

about being exiled to the island of Patmos for proclaiming Jesus. Why did they do this? 

Because they were “sent.” That’s what the Greek word “apostolos” means “One who is 

sent.” We hear Jesus say in the Gospel today. “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 

me, so I send you.” Then he gave them power, by breathing the Holy Spirit on them, 

giving them the Gifts of the Holy Spirit like we receive at Baptism and strengthened in 

Confirmation. We too, are apostles, because we are sent to proclaim Jesus’ life, death 

and Resurrection. We are to witness to our faith so that others can be invited to know 

Jesus.  

But you may ask, “But Father, who am I to do this?” Great question. There’s a great 

Christian song called Nobody by Casting Crowns. This is this is their answer: 

Well, the moral of the story is, Everybody’s’ got a purpose 

So when I hear the devil start talking to me saying, “Who do you think you are?” 

I say: 

I'm just a nobody 

Trying to tell everybody 

All about Somebody who saved my soul 

Ever since You rescued me 

You gave my heart a song to sing 
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I'm living for the world to see 

Nobody but Jesus 

I'm living for the world to see 

Nobody but Jesus 

 

I think we, the Church, have forgotten this. We are a missionary Church – always have 

been always will be – and our mission is to Proclaim the Gospel. We do this by 

worshipping together each Sunday, getting nourished by the Word and Sacrament. 

Being reminded who we are. Then we go out to witness to our faith wherever we are. 

To be a healing presence in our broken world, darkened by sin and selfishness.  

We have been given so much. How do we give back? By using our gifts and talents and 

resources for God. This parish is NOTHING without people giving some of their time, 

talent and treasure. No needs will be met. No proclaiming of the faith. No worshipping 

of God. No acts of Charity.  

We can only do this, by engaging/connecting people to serve one another. We need 

people to learn how to listen to the needs of the community. We need people to 

organize charity. We need people bring expertise and to help others to serve their 

neighbor. We need people to teach the faith.  

Think of how much we could do as a parish! Think of all the of needs out in the local 

community in NJ. Think of what we could do to be a healing presence in our world. 

But first we have to know why. Because of who we are. We are followers of Jesus, saved 

and forgiven by the love he showed by dying on the Cross and rising from the dead. And 

we are “sent” to proclaim Jesus’ love and mercy by loving and showing mercy to others. 

Meditate on these Easter mysteries. Ask “why would Jesus die for me?” And then ask 

“How do I show Jesus my gratitude for all he does for me?”  

Then we can start to have a real conversation about what it means to be the Catholic 

Church of St. Catharine: “Growing in Faith and Service.” 

I look forward to that conversation. 

Fellow Apostles, Happy Easter! 


