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Homily 2nd Sunday of Lent 2021 Love in Action 

 

A couple weeks ago, people were scrambling to celebrate St Valentine’s Day. Every year 

people go to all kinds of extreme measures to show their commitment to the one they 

love. Yet sometimes it’s as simple as watching a movie together or doing something you 

know your beloved enjoys. This year’s COVID restrictions made it extra difficult. I 

wonder how people demonstrated their commitment to their beloved. Did you have to 

do something to communicate your dedication to love?  

I think the axiom “actions speak louder than words” is a good reminder that, yes, we do 

have to “put our money where our mouth is” instead of just saying “I love you.” Now I 

am not saying you need to go buy a bunch of things like chocolate in a red heart 

wrapper, or flowers, or diamonds and gold (sorry ladies). 

But I do believe we need to do concrete actions and not just say that we love someone. 

 

In the first reading we see someone do something crazy for love. After giving a son to 

the couple in their old age and promising that he would become a great nation, God 

now asks Abraham to demonstrate his dedication and commitment. He asks Abraham to 

sacrifice his Son, Isaac.  Remember, human sacrifice was a lot more common 3800 years 

ago. But still, after Abraham and Sarah longed to have a son of their own, how could 

they possibly give him up to prove their faithfulness to God? 

And yet, Abraham does indeed show that he IS committed, that he is “ALL IN” as we 

might say nowadays. Abraham had been following God’s plan and trusting his promise 

for a while now. He left his home country and was promised land for his descendants. 

Instinctively, Abraham trusts God and loves him with all his heart. He is confident that 

things will turn out okay by following God’s word. That’s why we call Abraham “our 

faither in faith.” 

Isaac starts to realize there is something amiss (you have to read the lines that omitted 

in the reading). Isaac says, “Father here is the wood and the fire, but where is the sheep 

for the sacrifice?” Abraham answers “God himself will provide…” Wow. What faith, what 

courage, what trust! That is dedication and commitment and deep love. Abraham is sure 

that God will make everything turn out for good. 
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At the moment Abraham raises the knife, God sends an Angel to stop him and declares 

because Abraham has demonstrated his rock-solid faith, God will bless him abundantly 

and give him countless descendants. And hundreds of years later the twelve tribes of 

Israel, a great nation, settle in the land of Canaan and fulfill God’s promise. 

What was God’s response? 

God’s plan was to demonstrate that he, too, was “ALL IN.” That God would stop at 

nothing to demonstrate his great love for his people. St. Paul tells us: 

“If God is for us, who can be against us?” Then he invites us to see that God is indeed 

“ALL IN.” God even gives us his only Son – his “beloved Son.” If he would do that, won’t 

he give us everything we need? We can surely trust the love of someone who holds 

nothing back. 

Now if you want to blow your mind, ask yourself. “Did God sacrifice his Son because 

Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son, Isaac - OR – did God ask Abraham to sacrifice 

his son, because God knew that 1800 years later, he was going to sacrifice Jesus for all 

of us? Mind…blown. 

 

What is our response? 

The last part of our dialog with Scripture is the invitation. We see Abraham hold nothing 

back and demonstrate his dedication and love. God shows us that he is “ALL IN” and 

totally committed to his love for us, his people.  We are invited to meditate this week on 

this reality: How deep is our commitment and dedication to God? What would we 

sacrifice to show Jesus we love him? What are we willing to do to demonstrate this 

commitment? 

These are very timely questions as we begin to come out of the restrictions little by little 

and have more activities we can engage in. Over the next months, it will be interesting 

to see what people prioritize and how we use our time, energy and resources.  

I would like to invite us to think about where faith and our commitment to growing the 

parish show up in our priorities? Are we willing to sacrifice to grow St. Catharine’s 

parish? I wonder if parishioners will invest their time, talent and treasure as things keep 

opening up or will the parish get forgotten? 
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What I would like to see is a Renewal begin for the parish. I would like to see a renewal 

of spirit and energy and investment into this faith community. I would like to see people 

prioritize Sundays as the Lord’s day. I would like to see people prioritize the mission to 

proclaim the Gospel to neighbors, coworkers, classmates and families and friends. I 

would like to see the Spirit stirring up St. Catharine’s to do great things in their love for 

God and neighbor. 

I ask that, as parishioners and those who love the Lord Jesus, that we contemplate and 

discuss how we can demonstrate our dedication and commitment to God. Talk with 

your families and fellow parishioners about how to prioritize our faith community in the 

coming weeks and months. 

 

St. Valentine’s Day reminds us that “actions speak louder than words” and that our 

commitment to love is reflected in our deeds and priorities. The Scriptures remind us 

that following Jesus requires commitment and action. Let us this week, visualize how we 

can demonstrate our faith dedication and commitment in concrete actions that impact 

our community. 


