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Homily 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 2021 Striving Together to be Saints 

 

What is the feast we celebrate today?  The 31st Sunday in Ordinary time. Correct. 

What holiday do we celebrate October 31st? Halloween. Where does Halloween come 

from? 

The name Hallowe’en, comes from All Hallow’s Eve, which is old way of saying “The 

Evening before All Saints Day”. Because, November 1st is a feast day celebrating All the 

saints of the Church. Followed by November 2nd, All Souls Day, where we remember all 

our faithful departed. We continue to remember our beloved dead at every mass, but 

especially during the month of November. 

Halloween and All Saints Day and All Souls Day teach us something special about who 

the Church is. 

The Nicene creed says “I believe in one, holy, catholic, apostolic Church” 

In the Apostles Creed, we say “I believe in … the communion of Saints.” 

Both of these statements of faith get to a greater story about who we are as Church. 

The Church is the body of Christ (Colossians 1:18). The Church includes of course the 

Pope and bishops and priests. But also, the deacons and religious, and in fact all the 

baptized.  

At our baptism we are brought into the church as Children of God. WE are anointed to 

proclaim the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are called to be a Church that 

is “holy” as the Nicene Creed says. Therefore, we are all called to strive to be Saints. All 

that means is that we allow God the Holy Spirit to love through us. When we truly love, 

that is an act of holiness. By getting closer to Jesus, we become holy. 

What does the “Communion of saints” mean? 

The Youth Catechism (YouCat) #146 explains that “The Church is larger and more alive 

than we think.” The Church includes not just all the living members that I mentioned, 

but it also includes those that have died -- those already in Heaven, and those on their 

way to Heaven in purification that we usually call “Purgatory.” 

“Because in Christ we are one body, we live in a communion that encompasses both 

heaven and earth” (YC #146). Cool, right?  
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We are one team, one big family. We can call on the saints – our favorite saints, like St. 

Therese or St. Francis, or St. Teresa of Calcutta – or our Patrons, for me that’s St. Patrick. 

But we can also call on our departed relatives whom we believe are already with God. 

For example, this week were the birthdays of my grandma Margie and my Great 

Grandma. I can ask them to pray for me and our family. We can help one another now 

and even beyond the grave. That’s what it means to be in Communion as the Church. 

So, when you’re running around today dressed as Harry Potter, or the Wicked Witch of 

the West or Spiderman, etc., remember to pray for our faithfully departed relatives and 

ask them for prayers, too. 

 

Now let’s get back to that call to be saints. Another thing that Halloween can teach us is 

that sometimes we wear costumes or masks. Not just for trick or treating. Sometimes 

we wear costumes or masks in life and pretend to be someone we are not. That 

happens at school, at work, and in the various apps on social media. We might pretend 

to be someone slightly different than we are in reality.  

 

For Halloween, I will wear a Civil War Union solider costume. My mom made it a few 

years ago. But I am not a Civil War Solider. Yet it is very fun to pretend and masquerade 

on Halloween. 

In life, we can pretend, too. The most common is the phrase, “I’m fine.” 99% of the 

time, when someone asks, “How are you?” I think we automatically say “I’m fine,” or 

“Good.” 

But many times, we are not fine. We may be hurting, or upset, or afraid, or worried. We 

also may be Very Good, or Outstanding, or Super, duper happy today or feeling a sense 

of peace.  

Instead, we say, “I’m fine.” 

If we go deeper, we can pretend to be slightly different than we are really because we 

think it will make things go smoother or that we will be liked better or that will make us 

more popular. 
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For example, I mentioned that by our baptism, we are children of God. The Gospel says 

we are called to Love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength and to love our 

neighbor as ourselves. 

Do we let our light shine? Do we shout to everyone we meet “I am a beloved child of 

God?” Do I let them know I am a member of the body of Christ, the Church, and striving 

to be a saint? 

Or do I cover it up with a costume or mask?  

Halloween teaches us that, while it’s fun to wear costumes and pretend on Halloween, 

it is supposed to lead us to the next day, ALL Hallows, All Saints, where our real identity 

is revealed. We are striving to be Saints. 

The danger is that we will mostly cover up our destiny and our faith. Especially 

nowadays. There is a lot of debate over faith and beliefs, there are those that will tell us 

our beliefs are wrong or irrelevant or not welcome or offensive.  

But as a Child of God, we can’t help but believe in Jesus. We love Jesus. We Trust Jesus. 

We ask for his forgiveness. We ask him to take our faithful departed home to heaven 

with God. That’s who we are. I can’t stop believing in Jesus, even if I face persecution or 

discouragement. 

I am a child of God. I believe in One God. And I believe in his Son, Jesus Christ. (We’ll say 

the rest together shortly…) 

On this ALL Hallows Eve, I want to challenge you. 

Yes, today, have fun, wear a costume or mask. Have fun trick or treating. I plan to go 

trick or treating with my niece and sisters.  

But remember who you are: a child of God. A member of the body of Christ, the Church, 

striving to be a saint.  

I challenge you to reveal that fact, by professing your faith and by living it: loving God 

with ALL your heart, ALL your mind, ALL your soul, ALL your strength. And loving and 

serving your neighbor. 

Don’t be afraid. You don’t have to pretend to be something you’re not. Let it be known: 

I AM A CHILD OF GOD! I AM PART OF THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS! AND I BELIEVE! 


