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Homily 32nd Sunday Ordinary Time 2020 How do we Prepare for Heaven 

 

As we come to the end of the Church Year, the “Liturgical Year,” which starts the First 

Sunday of Advent, we focus these weeks on the end times, the judgement, the end of 

the world. 

In the Gospel we see Ten Virgins, awaiting the Bridegroom to start the wedding feast. 

This is a parable about the end of the world and Heaven. The Bridegroom is Jesus 

coming back at the end time to judge the world. Some will be ready and prepared to 

enter Heaven. 

Whether the Virgins get to enjoy the wedding feast of Heaven depends on whether they 

had Wisdom and were diligently prepared. The foolish virgins were unprepared when 

the Bridegroom came. 

It is a lesson that we don’t all automatically get into Heaven. It requires Wisdom (a gift 

of the Holy Spirit) and diligent Preparation – a life of openness and cooperating with 

God’s grace. 

So let me ask: How are we preparing for Heaven? 

I see there are 3 ways to prepare for Heaven: 

1. Like a wedding 

2. Like paying taxes  

3. Like a root canal 

Lets go through these ways in reverse order. 

3. Like a root canal 

Some will approach the end of the world with fear and dread, or pretending that it’s not 

going to happen.  

I remember years ago when I was in seminary, going to the dentist for a checkup and 

the dentist asking if there was anything new he should know about. I said “No, not 

really…. Except this liquid oozing from my gums.” The dentist immediately starting to 

investigate, discovered an abscess and declared: “You need to see an endodontist…. 

TODAY!” The endontist had said nonchalantly, “The tooth has to come out.” It was a 
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front tooth. I gasped and asked for clarification. Yes, my front tooth was infected and 

needed to be removed. The next few visits were very unpleasant as you would imagine.  

That is one way to approach getting to Heaven – Dread or trying to ignore it. 

2. Like paying taxes 

Some of us see preparing for Heaven like paying taxes. For most of us, paying taxes is a 

necessary thing that we had come to live with. We know that we must do our part to 

provide for the needed services like, police and fire departments, town hall, road repairs 

and other civic projects. 

We also know that we should make sure to start early, gathering our deductions, car 

mileage and W-2s and making an appointment with our Tax guy or gal, but there is also 

a mysterious force that makes one want to procrastinate as long as possible – unless of 

course, you are going to get a nice refund! 

3. Like a Wedding  

I hope for many of us, preparing for Heaven is an exciting and happily desired event.  

Like in wedding preparation, many couples set the date over a year in advance and it 

seems like an eternity until the day will finally come. Plus, I see the large binders: 

cataloguing all the choices to make. Don’t forget Pre-Cana and the appointments with 

the clergy! :) It can seem so far away, with an overwhelming journey ahead of us. I try to 

remind the couple, that working on these important things little by little, they WILL be 

able to get there. 

As it gets closer, there are various degrees of nervousness and anxiety, and also, excited 

anticipation and looking forward to starting this new life together. I love to email the 

couple and say “the big day is just weeks away!” 

At the wedding rehearsal, I remind them, “What’s the one thing that needs to happen 

on your wedding day… to be married… the rest is gravy.” Meaning the rest is all to 

celebrate that one essential event happening. 

And when the wedding day comes, the couple is able to feel the nervousness, 

appropriate for such a big day, but is able to enter into the beauty and holiness of a man 

and woman vowing to spent their lives together, and leaving to triumphant cheers of 

joy! 



3 
 

Our journey to Heaven can be like this, like a wedding. This is where the Wisdom of the 

Spirit is needed, imaged by the 5 Wise Virgins who were prepared. In the beginning, 

Heaven seems far away, but it is important to continue to work little by little each day 

toward the goal.  

We do this by learning the faith, teaching our families, coming to Mass on Sundays (or 

online), asking and listening to God’s guidance, and remembering our true purpose: to 

know, love and serve God in this life and to be happy with him in the next. We can 

remind ourselves that we are meant for Heaven, that this world and its pleasures are 

temporary. 

As with wedding preparation, there are many things that can distract us from that 

central purpose. Again, it takes Wisdom to see when our focus has strayed away from 

things of eternal value. We are reminded in Matthew chapter 6: “Store up treasures in 

Heaven.”  

And although we never know how many years we have left, we can commit to using 

every day as if it were our last:  using our gifts and talents to glorify God and to love and 

serve others. 

And when we come to the end of our lives, whenever that may be, we can confidently 

approach the Bridegroom, bringing him our “lighted lamps,” that is, our good deeds of 

faithful prayer and loving service, which shows that we are the Wise who have been 

diligently preparing for Heaven. 

 

Conclusion 

Brothers and Sisters, we are on a journey to Heaven. We are made for eternity.  Let us 

not approach preparing for Heaven like a root canal or taxes. Rather, let us feel the 

excitement and Joy of being together as the Bridegroom Jesus, gathers us together with 

all our beloved deceased into the peace, rest and joy of the Wedding Feast of Heaven! 

 

 

 


