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Homily 33rd Sunday OT November 17 2019  

Confirmation class 

Over the last 7 years you learned a lot of things about the faith. But have you come to 

know Jesus? I don’t mean learning about Jesus like you learned about George 

Washington. I mean did you start to develop a relationship with this person – a God-

man - who loves and saves you and me? 

Did you ever wonder what Jesus was really like? How do you find out? 

One of the best ways to do this is to read Scripture. I read the Gospels and look for what 

Jesus is like. I read the letters of St. Paul and try to learn the Jesus that changed Paul’s 

life. This is something you can do during Advent. Just read a little bit of the Gospels each 

day. I often say, read for yourself what Jesus said in scripture, not just what people say 

he said. 

For example,  

1. Did Jesus get angry?  Yes, He got angry: Matt 21:12-13  

Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all those engaged in selling and buying 

there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were 

selling doves. And he said to them, "It is written: 'My house shall be a house of prayer,' 

but you are making it a den of thieves." 

2. Did Jesus every cry? Yes. He wept at the death of his friend Lazarus (John 11:35-36) 

And Jesus wept. So the Jews said, "See how he loved him." and when his cousin John 

the Baptist was killed…, His disciples came and took away the corpse and buried him; 

and they went and told Jesus. When Jesus heard of it, he withdrew in a boat to a 

deserted place by himself. Matt 14:12 

3. Did he ever get Frustrated? Yes.   

Jesus said in reply, "O faithless and perverse generation, how long will I be with you? 

How long will I endure you? (Matt 17:17) 

4. Did Jesus ever feel abandoned, rejected? Yes As a result of this, many (of) his 

disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer accompanied him. Jesus 

then said to the Twelve, "Do you also want to leave?" John 6:66-67 (Note that the 

apostles do abandon Jesus when he was arrested.) 
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5. Did he ever feel abandoned even by God? 

And about three o'clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" 

(Aramaic) which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" Matt 27:26 

In the Gospel, we can see Jesus’ human side. We can see he loved being with his friends. 

We can see he was hurt when he was betrayed. We can see that he loved his mom. He 

had so much compassion for people, especially, the sick and poor, hungry and sinners – 

the outcasts, the rejected. We learn who Jesus is in by reading Scripture! 

 

That’s the difference between faith and other subjects we study in school. We may 

enjoy that subject or hate that subject, but it is just a subject. When we study the faith, 

we learn about a person. We learn how to follow Jesus. And that reality can change our 

lives. 

This kind of study combined with praying about it can help us think differently. St. Paul 

would say we need to think differently: in Romans chapter 12 he says “Do not conform 

yourself to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.” 

Are you caught conforming to this age? Trying follow what is cool? Trying to fit in with 

the right clothes or video games or backpack? Conforming to this age will only make you 

into a robot. Not a cool robot, but a machine that will absorb what is popular or what’s 

on commercials and imitate it. There are many good things to follow in the culture such 

as Traffic laws which keep us safe. I am talking about what we value. E.g. Do we value 

life? Do we live the values we learn through faith? Or do we conform to the values of 

the culture? 

St. Paul was not about conforming. He was not about imitating what was cool. He was 

about imitating Jesus. He was about trying to train himself to love in the extraordinary 

way Jesus loves. “There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

John 15:13. 

We are not meant to be robots. We are called to live fully human. Jesus was fully 

human. He cried, he felt emotion. He loved his friends. He got angry.  

And yet we are also called to rise above just a human love. We are called imitate Jesus 

and to love in a heavenly way, in a courageous way that is willing to sacrifice for the 

good of others.  
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Think of a father and his family. St. Paul says in Ephesians chapter 5 that husbands 

should love their wives as Christ loved the Church. How did Christ love the Church – he 

died for us! Are husbands and fathers willing to die for their families? I hope so. Are they 

willing to sacrifice in little everyday things? We need grace from God to love like Jesus. 

That comes from our relationship with him. That comes him from asking for help in 

prayer.  

How do we love someone who hurt us? How can we forgive them? Many times, it is way 

too hard, yet the power comes from above. In prayer and over time, we can learn to 

forgive. That is an act of love.  

These courageous acts of love require a change of heart. A heavenly heart. 

 

Studying our faith and getting to know Jesus renews our mind – it changes our thinking 

and it changes our hearts. As I came to know Jesus and I allowed him to love me and 

forgive me, it changed me. I am less concerned with being cool. I am less concerned if I 

have the popular clothes or stuff. And I keep asking Jesus for help to love like him.  

 

So  - as you get one month closer to Confirmation and to be considered an adult in the 

faith, are you planning to be a robot and conform to values of this age or will you stand 

up and be transformed by the renewal of your mind and heart? 

I hope you will you try to take what you learned and make it real -- it is not just another 

subject. I hope you will choose on your own to practice the faith, to read scripture, to 

pray each day and to come to mass each week. I hope you will choose to have friends 

that will encourage you in the faith and to make holy decisions throughout your life. All 

this can help us to get to know Jesus and to transform our minds and hearts and strive 

for the whole next level of how to love people as Jesus loves us. 


