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Homily 33rd Sunday Ordinary Time 2020 How Many Talents Do You Have 

 

One of the ways to grow in the Christian faith is meditation. I know some think that 

meditation is not a Christian thing and you have to go to other faith traditions to 

meditate. But actually, Meditation is an ancient part of Christian spirituality. The Youth 

Catechism #504 says “In meditation a Christian seeks silence, so as to experience 

intimacy (closeness) with God and to find peace in His presence.” Meditation can help 

us strengthen and matures our faith. Note that meditation is a gift from God. We can sit 

down and take a few moments of quiet and ask God for the gift of meditation. It can be 

done by yourself or with a group. 

One way to meditate is to start with a Scripture passage. Let’s do a 5-minute meditation 

on the Gospel today.  

First let’s take a few deep breaths to quiet ourselves. Try to put other thoughts aside. 

Don’t, worry, they will be there when we are done! Maybe you can even close your 

eyes. 

Let’s ask the Holy Spirit for the gift of meditation: Holy Spirit come guide our hearts and 

minds to dwell on your Word so as to better know your love for us and to find peace in 

you. 

1. How many talents do you have? 

Recall in the Gospel, the master gives talents to three people. He gives 5 talents to one, 

2 talents to another and 1 talent to a third. Note that a “talent” was a large weight 

measurement. Picture a large amount of Gold. It is also a metaphor for the gifts and 

talents and abilities God has given us. 

Let’s meditate on this question: how many talents as God given you?  

Do you have a lot of Gifts and talents? Or maybe just a few? What are they?  

Take a minute to evaluate your gifts… (I’ll mention some, to help get started) 

• For example, are you loving? Peaceful? Patient? Kind?  

• Are you blessed with wealth and resources?  

• Do you have a natural ability at Soccer or Volleyball?  

• Are you a brilliant story teller or writer?  
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• Are you good at technology or science?  

• Do you have a strong faith?  

• Do you love to serve the poor?  

• Are you a good teacher?  

• Are you surrounded by supportive family and friends?  

• Are you a loving spouse?  

• Are you blessed with Children? 

(pause) 

 

2. Now that we have called to mind some of our gifts, feel a sense of gratitude. Know 

that the “master” has given you these gifts and talents because of his love for you. 

Know that it doesn’t matter how many gifts you have: 5, 2, 1. These are your special 

gifts and talents. 

Take a minute to thank God for your gifts. (pause) 

 

3. It doesn’t matter how many talents you’ve been given; it matters how you use 

them. 

In the Gospel, the person with 5 talents invests them and makes 5 more. He gives them 

all back to the Master. Likewise, with the person with 2 talents, he makes 2 more and 

returns them to the master. But the person with 1 talent, out of fear, just buries the 

talent in the ground. And gives back the 1 talent. 

Now meditate on how you give back your talents. Do you invest your talents and use 

them for God’s glory? When you use your talents, do you make sure to give God credit 

for these gifts and abilities? Do you use your gifts and talents to help others? 

(pause)  

How can you better give your talents back to God this week? 

(pause) 
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Let’s finish our meditation by thanking God for whatever insights we had during 

meditation. 

I usually like to end with an Our Father… 

 

There you go. 5-minute meditation on Scripture. Meditation goes back to the beginning 

of Christianity. Add that to your prayer tool box. 

As we get closer to Thanksgiving, perhaps you can do this again by yourself or with a 

friend or with your family. You can use one of your favorite Gospels or a Psalm or even 

one of your favorite Hymns or Religious paintings. The key is to quiet down, clear away 

the other thoughts and ask the Spirit for the gift of mediation. 

 

This week, continue to ponder those insights from this time of prayer. Remember how 

much you are loved by God and blessed with gifts and talents and abilities. Each day, try 

to use one of your talents to love God and others. Maybe try something new. 

And continue to build that sense of gratitude, recognizing that all we have and are 

comes from God. What we do with those talents - is our gift back to him. 

 


