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Homily 3rd Sunday Ordinary Time 2021 

 

This week there seems to be a lot going on. Of course, a new president was inaugurated 

on Wednesday. The second Catholic president, a very prayerful man, yet he does not 

follow many Catholic teachings.  

On Friday, we remembered the anniversary of Roe Vs. Wade, which made abortion legal 

in the US. 

This upcoming Friday is the annual March for Life, which witnesses to the value of all life 

and that the Right to Life should be protected in law. It is mostly virtual this year. 

This week US COVID deaths reached 400,000. Let take a moment to pray for the repose 

of these souls. (pause) And many people are chomping at the bit to find a vaccine 

appointment. 

Go to the stores and you can see aisles of red as St. Valentine’s day approaches.  

Today, the third Sunday of Ordinary time was declared Word of God Sunday by Pope 

Francis.  

And remember, Ash Wednesday is four weeks away!  

There are so many going on right now. 

And in the midst of these and all the other events going on in our lives we have Jesus – a 

30-year-old carpenter from “Nowheresville,” beginning his new mission of preaching a 

whole new relationship with God. 

This is how God works. He does not wait for the “right time” or for everything to calm 

down – because there would never be an exact “right time” and things never seem to 

calm down enough to make it easy to follow God. 

For example, there are many things going on in the parish, like planning for Lent and 

many decisions to make for the year, but next week I am going on retreat – a 7-day 

silent retreat, with my phone turned OFF. Yes, it is possible to turn off your phone for 

that long (of course I don’t have kids. LOL). Although I tend to think I am very important, 

I am sure the parish will go on without me for a few days. Just make sure Fr. Jakub 

doesn’t sell the Church while I am away! 
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We see this busyness in the Gospel, too. Peter and Andrew, James and John and their 

father Zebedee were working. They had things to do as fishermen to make a living. This 

was certainly, not the “right time” to invite them to follow Jesus. You can picture James 

and John, with their fingers in a tangle of line as they were mending the fishing nets. 

Perhaps they looked at Jesus like he was crazy and their first thought was “Really, Jesus, 

you call me now? I’m kinda in the middle of something!”  

Yet something inspired them. Something broke them from the busyness and routine. 

They got up, left everything, and followed Jesus. You can picture their father Zebedee 

standing there, flabbergasted, that his two sons and the hired men just left him there in 

a tangle of nets. I can almost hear him say, “Hey – where do you think you are going?” 

The speed of their reaction, their willingness to leave everything, their courage to step 

into the unknown – it is a powerful witness. What would make them react like that? 

If we were in the middle of our busy day – perhaps in the middle of a conference call, or 

doing virtual class on our dining room table, or selling a stock, or even in the middle of 

doing surgery – and Jesus called us, would we be so ready to get up, leave everything 

and follow him? Well, perhaps the kids would not mind getting off from school early! 

What was it about Jesus and his message that inspired them to leave everything? 

Jesus begins his mission with the words: 

“This is the time of fulfillment. The Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the 

Gospel.” 

The word that jumps out to me this weekend is “Repent” 

This is a jolting term. We know that this word drew crowds of people to John the 

Baptist, so the idea that people needed to turn from their bad deeds hit home to many 

at Jesus’ time. 

For us it is also very timely. For example, we can hear this call to repent in President 

Biden’s inauguration address. He invites people to turn away from bad deeds of 

mistreating other people, of violence, of division. He instead invited us to a path of 

respectful dialog, of working together, of unity …even when we disagree. He is 

acknowledging the need to repent.  
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We do need to repent. We do need to look at how we have been treating each other. 

We do need to stop the “Cancel culture” of destroying someone’s reputation on social 

media or in person, just because we disagree with them. As intelligent people, we 

should be able to disagree and still have a respectful conversation.  

However, we also need to repent from our Culture of Death, or Throwaway culture. We 

cannot go half way. If we are going to learn to love and respect some groups of people 

better, we need to love and respect ALL people better. That includes the unborn. As we 

remember the anniversary of Roe vs. Wade, we need to work towards guaranteeing the 

rights of all to “Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of happiness.” And that starts first with the 

Right to Life. You can’t have liberty or happiness without life. I am sure there is much 

more our community can do to build a culture of life and love and respect for all. 

The word “Repent” is also a little hint to us that Lent is coming soon. But we don’t have 

to wait until Lent to make room to follow Jesus. 

We can also make room in our busy lives, so that we can have more time for prayer and 

charity. Maybe that means having one less time commitment at school or work or 

home. For example, try “No Screen Sundays.” Turn off the Netflix, tablets, video games 

and come together as a family and make Sunday the Lord’s Day, with mass (online or in 

person) and some prayer, like a family rosary or some Bible story, and then play some 

board games or cards just as a way of saying I love you. Or you can plan to do some 

service, by connecting with a local charitable organization. 

These are all ways of repenting. In this last case, repenting from the busyness that 

pushes God out of our lives, and instead intentionally making room for him. 

James and John could not have followed Jesus if they did not put down the tangled 

fishing net. They had to stop work, untangle themselves, and make room in their busy 

lives for Jesus. 

We are invited to do the same today. 

See, like the Apostles, Jesus doesn’t wait for the “right time” or even a “good time.” 

Jesus calls us to follow him in the midst of regular, everyday life – as crazy as it can be. 

He started his mission in everyday life and he continues calling us in the everyday. 

Today, we are invited this day to “Repent, and believe in the gospel” and to make room 

to follow Jesus more closely. 


