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Homily 3rd Sunday of Advent 2019  

 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord! 

 

John the Baptist cried out in the wilderness. He had a purpose. He was to be the 

forerunner – the one who would come first. He would be a herald –a messenger – he 

was to wake people up to a new reality in their midst.  

We have been hearing about John the Baptist for the last two weeks. Last week, John 

said “Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand!” This crazy man was wandering in the 

desert of Israel. A wild man, long shaggy beard, wearing a suit made of camel hair, 

eating locusts and wild honey. He was baptizing people in the Jordan river to show they 

repented of their evil ways and were turning back to God.  

John the Baptist – a voice crying out in the wilderness – declares the Kingdom is here. 

He says the one who is coming after him will baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

But would that message fall on deaf ears? Would it be like you going to Holmdel park 

and yelling “Jesus is coming” and people turning to look at you like you were nuts and 

then turning away and going about their business. Or I guess some people would not 

even hear you, with their earbuds in. 

Did John feel like a failure? 

Today we hear him as he sits in prison for proclaiming the truth. He must have started to 

doubt himself, because he sent some guys to ask Jesus, “Hey are you the real deal or 

what?” I mean - was he rotting in prison for standing up for a phony? 

  

I imagine that people were disappointed when they saw Jesus. A regular guy, poor, a 

wondering preacher, with the rough hands of a carpenter. He was hanging out with 

some fishermen, a tax collector and some other guys. None of which look particularly 

important. Jesus did not wear fancy robes, like the priests or religious leaders. He did 

not wear gold and velvet like the king’s court. He did not drive around in a limousine 

with secret service agents. He did not look very special. 
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This simple man, who bowed down and was actually baptized by John -- he did not look 

like what John was declaring. And where was this kingdom John talked about? 

 

Things were not as they seemed. I imagine at first almost nobody saw it. It wasn’t until 

they started seeing the miracles: blind men seeing, the crippled now walking and 

jumping for joy. People were healed from sickness. There were rumors he even raised 

people from the dead. That got their attention. 

Others saw it when they heard Jesus preach. They commented, “this man preaches with 

authority!” (Matthew 7:29, Mark 1:22). No one else talked like that. And he was able to 

see into people’s hearts and know their past. And yet he called the sinners to repent 

and follow him. 

People started to see this invisible reality: that although Jesus did not look the part, 

there WAS something incredibly special about him. Some even said he was the Messiah, 

the Christ, the son of God! 

 

In today’s age, it’s hard to make sense of all this. We have been trained to believe in 

what we can see and what we can prove. Or at least that there is some credible 

scientific background that explains a reality to us. Belief in the invisible? That is mostly 

stories, right? This miraculous stuff gets relegated to the category of science fiction or 

superhero movies or magic. 

Can there be belief in things invisible? We will say in the Nicene creed,  

I believe in one God, 

the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 

Belief in what we can't see? There are many things we can’t see. There are far away 

stars and planets. We believe in them because, we can see the light from stars – at least 

the light that’s from 2000 years ago – is what we are told. Most of these things we can’t 

see with our eyes alone. Some we can only detect some cosmic radiation.  
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And who created the planets, galaxies light years away anyway? Big bang?  Where did 

the infinitely dense matter that was exploded in the big bang come from originally. Did 

it just magically appear? 

How about electro-magnetism? Can't see it, but we can feel its effects. Touch a frayed 

electrical wire and the nurses will explain what happened when you wake up in the 

hospital. 

But there are plenty more things that are not physical, that we can’t see or touch or 

test, that we do experience: How about Peace? Wisdom? Courage? Can we believe they 

are true, even though we can’t prove they exist?  

How about Love? - can't see it, we can feel it or maybe it’s something more? How can a 

young bride and groom, say 23 years old, come before this altar and pledge to be 

faithful to their spouse and raise a family and dedicate the next 65 years of their lives to 

each other -- without believing that love is a real thing? 

St Bernard of Clairvaux, was a 12th century French monk and miracle worker and very 

holy man. He said, “There are three comings of the Lord: two visible and one invisible. In 

his first coming the Lord came in the flesh and weakness (visible). In the second he 

comes in spirit and power (invisible), in the final coming he will be seen in glory and 

majesty(visible).”  

The middle one - the invisible coming of God in spirit and power. Hmm… Sounds like 

confirmation, no? God comes to us invisibly in the graces of his Spirit in Baptism and 

Confirms his presence in Confirmation. But you can’t see it. He comes to us invisibly in 

the Eucharist. It’s not just a symbol. It is Jesus. Not a what, but who.   

God comes invisibly, Jesus tells us, “whenever two or more are gathering in my name.” 

(in other words, in prayer). He is here with us right now. Emmanuel – God with us. 

But can you see it? No. Can you test it? No. Can you feel it? Sometimes. Can you know 

it? Yes!   

But How? We can see the invisible presence of God, through the eyes of faith! Because 

we Christians “walk by faith not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7). 

We are not bound by having to see it or test it or prove it. We have faith. Just as John 

the Baptist had faith and was willing to be imprisoned and die for Jesus.  
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This is not good enough for the world, though. It wants proof.  

But what about your generation. Will you demand proof? Or will you have faith? 

Without faith, this generation will be lost. Faith will die. People will no longer believe in 

God. Already, 28% of young adults are religiously unaffiliated. Almost 1/3 do not even 

believe in God. Practicing the faith is not a thing in their lives. 

Imagine: Christmas will be just toys and Santa. No Jesus. Easter will probably go away or 

be a Spring festival featuring the Easter bunny. 

Don’t you see? The Church needs you. Jesus needs you. Else the gospel message will die 

in Your generation. 

John cried out in the wilderness. This is the wilderness! A culture of secularism which 

forces God out of the picture. A culture of Relativism where nothing is absolutely true. 

Certainly not the truth that Jesus taught. It is a desert of disbelief. 

Do you have the courage to be like John the Baptist - a voice crying out in the 

wilderness? Prepare the way of the Lord?  

The Lord can give you the courage. It is an invisible gift of the invisible Spirit. 

You and I can help each other see the invisible presence of God. In loving service to our 

neighbor. In sacrifice for one another. In prayer. In these ancient rituals like the mass.  

 

The Church needs men and women that have the courage to proclaim the kingdom of 

God is at hand like John did. Some will listen. Some will not. 

Will you be like John? Will you ask God for the courage to be a voice crying out in the 

wilderness? A voice that cries Prepare the way of the Lord? 

 

 

 

 


