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Homily 4th Sunday Easter 2021 Vocations 

 

Today we hear the Gospel where Jesus reveals himself as the “Good Shepherd.” On this 

day, we can reflect on the fact that God calls some of us to be local Shepherds, who lead 

God’s flock in His name. We can meditate on the call to work together to serve God’s 

people. And we do this in different states in life which God calls us: single, married, 

consecrated religious and ordained ministers. 

I have spoken before about this idea of vocations -- a word that comes from the Latin 

word “vocatio” meaning “a calling.”  There are many ways we are being called by God. 

First, is the universal call to holiness, which the Second Vatican Council was strong to 

emphasize. The fathers of the council wanted to clarify that all of us are called to be 

holy. This is clear from the scripture where God tells us to “be holy as I AM holy” from 

the Old Testament in Leviticus 19:2.  

• As God’s children we are called to know, love and serve God in this world and be 

happy with him in heaven. That is another calling. 

• We are called to Love God above with all our heart, mind, soul and strength and 

love our neighbor as ourselves. Those are the two great commandments. 

• We are called to follow Jesus as his disciples and spread the Gospel to all whom 

we meet. 

These are common parts of our vocation in Christ. 

Then there are more specific calls. These are based on God working with us individually 

and calling us to particular states in life, like marriage or particular professions, such as a 

surgeon or teacher or mayor. Some are called to particular ministries in the Church. 

These vocations are based on our gifts and talents and our free will to offer these gifts 

and talents for the good of the Church community. They can be as a catechist teaching 

religious education, a leader of music and worship like Kathy and Patrick Dalton, 

someone who reads at mass, an usher, or a volunteer serving a charity group like our St. 

Vincent de Paul society. 

Then there are the ordained ministries of deacon, priest and bishop.  

St. Catharine has had outstanding permanent deacons serving here over the years. This 

is a very interesting ministry that allows a married man to also be ordained a deacon. He 



2 
 

can baptize, perform marriages, assist at mass, preach homilies and do a variety of other 

pastoral care in the parish. He also may be involved in charity or other ministries to help 

serve the needs of the community. In addition, these men also have regular jobs and are 

husbands and fathers and bring that experience of family life into their homilies and 

pastoral counseling. 

I would like this year to especially pray that God will continue to bless the deacons that 

have served our parish and continue to serve our parish. I also ask that we pray that God 

will raise up more permanent deacons to serve the needs of the community in the 

future. These are men with a heart of service and love of Jesus that may be already 

serving in some capacity in the parish and may feel a call to get more involved in serving 

the parish needs perhaps in the ways I mentioned.  

Let us each pray that God calls forth these men to serve. I believe there are men being 

called to be permanent deacons in our community. If someone might be feeling the 

inkling that God might be calling them in this way, come talk to me or one of the 

deacons to find out more. 

The priesthood is a very mysterious vocation. I don’t think people understand who we 

are and what we do. They may see us at mass with our fancy vestments and make all 

kinds of assumptions about us. The fact is, priests are regular guys. We have our talents 

and abilities and our flaws. We come from families and have hobbies and interests, likes 

and dislikes.  

Foe example, I was born in East Orange, I have three sisters, I play guitar, ride 

motorcycles and enjoy good pizza. I also am a Blue belt in Tae Kwon Do (so far!). And 

you may know I was an engineer for 8 years. 

Then there is the mysterious part. Although we priest are regular men, God calls us to a 

very awesome ministry. We get to do some very profound things at very critical 

moments in people’s lives. For example, this week, I celebrated first communions, I will 

baptize two babies tomorrow/today, I presided at two funerals. These are all very 

special moments. Bringing Jesus to people for the first time, welcoming children into the 

Catholic Church and praying for the dead and their families are very special times that I 

am happy God called me to be a priest. In addition, I do some regular business things 

like hire people, sign checks and participate in meetings with the great parish staff. The 

fact is, that I never know what the next week will bring, I could be anointing the sick and 

praying for healing or counseling a couple preparing for marriage or blessing a couple 
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married 50 years. Or I could just be sitting down with a parishioner over a cup a coffee 

to discuss a personal matter. 

The priesthood is a very beautiful life. I and my classmate Fr. Dave Swantec celebrate 

our 13th anniversary as priests next month.  It is another way to imitate Jesus in a 

particular ministry in the Church. And I would not trade it for the world. 

 

Vocations are a way that God works with us personally. He invites each one of us on an 

individual journey and wants to walk with us our whole life. He wants to use our gifts 

and talents to make the world better. 

The key to being called, is being willing to listen. It requires opening our hearts and 

minds to what God is saying by our interests, our gifts and talents, our love of neighbor, 

the words of Scripture and very often, trusted people in our lives. 

On this Good shepherd Sunday, let us pray that we are open to hear God’s call in our 

lives, whatever it may be. Let us all especially pray that God will raise us ordained 

permanent deacons and priests from the Catholic Community of St. Catharine’s to be 

local shepherds of God’s flock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


