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Homily 4th Sunday of Lent 2021 For God So Loved the World 

 

You may have seen many signs held up by fans at the World Series or other sporting 

events: “Let’s Go Mets.” Or “E-A-G-L-E-S” or rooting for their favorite player (or poking 

fun at their least favorite player.) As the camera scans the crowd, all of a sudden, there 

is a very unique sign. A simple sign with the short phrase: “John 3:16.”  

This cryptic sign does not seem to go with the rest. It is written in code and needs to be 

decoded. For those familiar with the Bible, we recognize this code as the Gospel of John, 

Chapter 3 verse 16, which we hear today:  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him might not perish but might have eternal life.” 

Ok. So, what’s so great about this verse that people would wave these signs for millions 

of people on national TV? 

This, my friends, is the essence of our faith. There is so much packed into this one line: 

- There is a God, who loves us tremendously 

- There is an afterlife, and God wants to be with us for all eternity in Heaven 

- God has an only Son, whom he gave to us to save us 

- We are called to believe in God’s Son 

- Our lives depend on this choice. 

We learn that our lives are in jeopardy. The temptation is to focus on the things of this 

world: riches, pleasures, comforts, possessions and forget about eternity. That is the 

road to hell. There is real danger. 

But for us who believe in Jesus, there is no danger! This Jesus has promised to be with 

us through all the ups and downs in life (Yes, even through a global pandemic). And to 

prove God’s tremendous love for us, he died on the cross to save us. 

On the cross, Jesus made a road to Heaven and Jesus promises to give us the grace we 

need each day to walk that road together. As St. Paul says in the second reading to the 

Ephesians: “for by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is 

the gift of God; it is not from your works….” 
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Our part is to believe. And when we truly believe in something, we invest our whole 

lives into it. We invest everyday in walking the road to heaven, day by day… step by 

step… by putting our faith into action. 

 

Our journey of Lent is a symbol of this journey to Heaven. By daily acts of prayer, fasting 

from what we don’t truly need, and by helping others in their need, we put our faith 

into action and walk that path to heaven day by day, step by step. We focus not on the 

things of this world, by on the things that are important in Heaven. 

It’s not easy. In fact, some days it is downright difficult to choose Jesus. Our broken 

nature, first shown to us in the Garden of Eden, can easily take us off the highway to 

heaven and put us on a path to selfishness, greed, lust, and ultimately, sorrow. 

But the power to walk this path of belief is offered to us in Jesus. He gives us himself. He 

gives us his Church: the teachings, the Sacraments. He gives us his words and actions in 

the Scriptures. He gives us his mother, Mary to be our mother. He gives us the example 

of the Saints to encourage us and show us ways to be holy. He gives us the parish 

community of St. Catharine’s, something fragile that needs to be nourished, to let us 

know we are not alone on this journey. Even in the midst of isolation and restrictions. 

And so, we get to this Sunday, the 4th Sunday of Lent called, “Laetare Sunday” – which 

means “Rejoice Sunday.” 

And we should rejoice! As John 3:16 tells us: God loves us. He gave his Son to save us. 

He wants to be with us for all eternity, if we only believe in him. Isn’t that something to 

rejoice about? 

Today, let us soak in the beginnings of Spring: the warmth of the sun and the renewal of 

the earth around us: flowers popping their green shoots from the winter ground, tiny 

buds on the trees, the snow that is almost all melted. 

Let our faith be energized and renewed by our springtime Lenten Journey and by our 

daily acts of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. May we hope to be with God forever, as we 

walk together on the road to heaven, day by day… step by step… with Jesus and with 

each other. 


