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Homily 5th Sunday of Easter 2021 The New Passover 

 

Happy Easter! We are still celebrating the Easter Season. We remember the God loved 

us so much that, to save us, he would send his Son to suffer and die, and to rise again on 

Easter morning. Understanding Easter is critical to understanding who we are as 

Christians. 

Let me share part of my prayer and learning about Easter this year. 

I started looking into the words we use for the Sunday of the Resurrection - Easter. I 

asked: What does this word mean? How does this word help us understand what we are 

celebrating? I did some internet searches and then went to the Catholic Encyclopedia.  

The English term “Easter” is descended from the Anglo-Saxon (Old English) which is 

mostly German vocabulary. The Word in German is “Ostern.” The word may come from 

the name of an old German pagan goddess of the Dawn or Spring.  

We can see how this term would have been helpful for German pagans learning about 

Christianity since we call Christ “Our Light” and “The Dawn from on High” and Easter is 

the new springtime of the Church. 

But the English term “Easter” doesn’t really help us that much. We need to look at the 

other words we use for Easter. Certainly “Resurrection Sunday” tells us the meaning of 

Easter.  

The other word you’ll hear in Church is “Paschal.” The prayers will say “Paschal feast, 

Paschal mysteries” and the Gigantic Easter candle’s real name is the “Paschal candle.” 

When we look at what words are used in other languages, most use something related 

to Paschal:  

French - Pâques (“pack”) 

Spanish – Pascua 

Italian - Pasqua 

Latin - Paschae 

The Romance language words come from the Greek word – “pascha”, which comes 

from (the Aramaic form of) the Hebrew – “Pesach,” which means “Passover.” 
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Ah! Now, finally, we have the connection I was looking for! Easter or “Paschal 

Mysteries” is connected to the Passover. 

We remember that the Jewish Passover celebrates when God saved the people of Israel 

from over 400 years of slavery and hardship in the land of Egypt. God called Moses to 

lead the people from Egypt to the land promised to Abraham and his descendants. The 

Jewish people celebrate how God cares so much that he would set them free and to 

bring them to the Promised Land. 

We should learn that at the time of Jesus, the people understood from the prophets 

that God would send a “Messiah” to save them and bring them to the New Promised 

Land. In other words, at the time of Jesus, there was an expectation of a New Passover 

coming. 

Now we can understand more about “Easter” and why we call Easter the “Paschal 

mysteries.” Because Jesus IS the awaited Messiah, and his suffering, death and 

Resurrection, save us from slavery to sin and death, and open the doors to the Promised 

Land of Heaven.  Jesus’ Resurrection on Easter Sunday fulfills the promise of a new 

Passover. 

So much of the Church’s understanding of Jesus’ life death and Resurrection, and his 

giving us the Eucharist, makes sense only when we learn more about the first Passover 

from Egypt. 

For example, in the Gospel of John chapter 1, John the Baptist called Jesus the “Lamb of 

God.” What does that refer to? Jesus doesn’t look like a Lamb? 

But at the First Passover, God commanded Israel to sacrifice a Lamb for each household, 

and put some of its blood on the doorpost. Then when the 10th plague, the Angel of 

Death came to kill the first born of the Land, the Angel would “pass over” houses with 

the Lamb’s blood and only kill the Egyptian first born. The people were saved from 

death by the blood of the Lamb.  

We say the same thing about Jesus. The people are saved from death by the blood of 

the Lamb, Jesus, the Lamb of God. The blood of the Lamb == Jesus’ death on the Cross 

== His body and blood in the Eucharist. Is your mind blown yet? 
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Another example is the Gospel today. Why does Jesus use the image of a vine and 

branches? Certainly, that would be a very familiar image for an agricultural world. They 

would pass vineyards as they were traveling from place to place, so Jesus might have 

pointed to a vineyard and said, “you see that, I am the vine, you are the branches…” as 

an example of our relationship with God. The other deeper meaning is what the 

vineyard meant to Jewish people at the time. 

In the Old Testament, the people of Israel were picture as the vineyard of God. Isaiah 

Chapter 5 says, “the vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.” This image is repeated 

by the prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Hosea and Psalm 80. Therefore, when Jesus 

referred to a vineyard, the people knew he was talking about God’s vineyard, Israel. 

 

The Catholic faith is very ancient and deep. It builds on the history of the Hebrew people 

and Hebrew Scriptures. We understand Jesus as the fulfillment of the promise to the 

Hebrew people. That’s why 2/3 of our Christian Bible contains the Hebrew Scriptures. In 

fact, I am reading a book called “Jesus and The Jewish Roots of the Eucharist” by 

Catholic Scholar, Brant Pitre. Jesus was born of a Jewish family. His name was actually 

“Yeshua” in Hebrew. The English name “Jesus” comes from the Greek Iesous. 

 

That’s one of the things I love about our faith. It is such a beautiful thing to learn these 

deep connections and meaning and symbols that we often take for granted. The more 

you learn, the more there is to learn. Catholicism is not simple. It is rich and symbolic 

and is a tradition of experiences of millions and millions of people walking with God over 

thousands of years. It is ancient.  

And even though it is old, it is new. Because today WE are invited to walk with God in 

our day and age, with modern vineyards and lambs, and also TV, internet, cell phones - 

modern things – and seek to apply Jesus’ teachings to the year 2021. Remember God is 

eternal. He was here before the universe began and will be here and the end of time.  

Our job is to spread his love and mercy by the way we live our lives now. Jesus, you are 

vine, we are the branches, help us bear the fruit of loving service that will make your 

Gospel known throughout the world! 

 


