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Homily 8th Sunday Ordinary Time 2022 Faith Test 

 

Probably one of the worst moments of a student’s life, is showing up for class unaware 

and the teacher says these words, “Class, clear your desks, close your notebooks and 

put your books on the floor, take out your number 2 pencil. You will have the whole 

class to complete the TEST…”  

Yikes! A test! Today is a test! Ahhhh! 

Surprise! It’s a bad day when you show up unprepared for a test. This is the stuff of 

nightmares, waking up in a sweat after a dream about showing up for class unaware of a 

major exam that day. 

But calm down, I am not going to give you a test today! 

What is a test? The dictionary would tell me a test is “a procedure intended to establish 

the quality, performance or reliability of something.” Or a test is “a short exam of a 

person’s proficiency or knowledge.” 

Now another meaning of a test is “an event or situation that reveals the strength or 

quality of someone or something by putting them under strain.” This is the kind of test I 

am thinking of. Not only does it test your knowledge or skill, but it is a test of what you 

are really made of. It is a test of character. It is a test of your values and the courage to 

carry them out in a difficult situation.  

The first reading, the psalm and the Gospel all talk about the kind of tests that reveal 

what a person is really made of.  

The Book of Sirach teaches that our speech reveals our weaknesses and faults. It uses 

the comparison, “As the test of what the potter molds is in the furnace, so in tribulation 

is the test of the just.” Great analogy. A potter or sculptor takes clay and molds it into a 

pitcher or bowl, for example. It seems sturdy and well designed. But once the clay is put 

in the fire to bake it and harden it, it will reveal how well it is made, or if it is too brittle, 

or too thin in one place, etc, and won’t last. 

For people, it is also “the furnace” that tests us. When we are in the midst of crisis, 

illness, or difficult circumstances, it can reveal our character and personality. For 

example, we can start to blame everyone else for the difficulty. Or, we can get very 
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isolated and controlling and feel like we have to fix it ourselves and refuse to ask for 

help. If the struggle becomes too difficult, we can just give up.  

Or, on the other hand, in crisis, our strong values and good character can shine. A 

person can keep calm and cool under pressure, humbly asking for help as needed and 

sorting out what needs to be remedied. A family can come together to support a sick 

relative and help them through a serious illness. Police, Fire, EMTs and crisis response 

teams can all work together to help a town recover from a natural disaster. Or friends 

and family can join together to mourn the sudden loss of a loved one, taking one day at 

a time and supporting each other in their need. 

Our true character is often revealed in the midst of circumstances that cause suffering 

and uncertainty. Pretty much like the last 2 years. We have been in crisis, sickness, fear 

and uncertainty for so long. Many times, it has revealed our character - its good parts 

and its flaws. 

Many people have turned in faith to God and asked for the wisdom to know what to do 

and the strength and courage to do it, in spite of fear and uncertainty. We have seen 

family members paralyzed by fear, and then they overcome that fear to keep going. We 

have seen people recognize the value of our faith and our faith community as a constant 

support and strength. 

We can recognize that God has truly bonded with us in our Baptism and that he pours 

out blessings and grace to us his children every day. He gives us the strength to go on. 

The Gospel uses the image of a tree bearing fruit. A good tree bears good fruit. A rotten 

tree bears rotten fruit. Begging the question – what kind of tree am I? 

Am I a person of faith, rooted in the Gospel values, following Jesus and taking the time 

to practice and nourish my faith? Do I really live out my baptism as an example to 

others, encouraging others in the faith and seeking to know, love and serve God better 

every day?  

Or have I let other things become more important than my faith – have I boxed out my 

week so that there is no room for God? Maybe just an hour on Sunday, if that. 

It is a good day to take a faith test and see where we stand.  

One way to phrase this faith test is this: If I were on trial for being a follower of Jesus, 

would there be enough evidence to convict me?  (repeat) 
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The Good News is that God always gives us the chance to change and repent: Lent is just 

around the corner. What I love about Lent, is that it is a whole season dedicated to 

getting back on track, making some necessary changes, and getting our hearts right with 

God.  

And because ALL CATHOLICS are doing it together, it doesn’t have to be awkward or 

make us feel bad about ourselves. Rather, we can focus on the tremendous mercy of 

God, who is willing to take us back in a second, when we stray but then repent and ask 

for forgiveness. Maybe that’s what I really love about Lent – it is a season that shows 

just how big God’s love and forgiveness is. There is NOTHING too big that God’s love and 

forgiveness can’t handle. Not even you! 

[(BAPTISM) --- Just look at this child, recently born, so innocent and perfect in God’s 

eyes, so Beloved by his parents, brother and sister, and family, so cute! He is a reflection 

of how God feels about all of us. God looks at us with those eyes like a Mother and 

Father so completely head over heels in love with this little one. Yes, that’s how God 

feels about you and about me. This child will be Baptized today, and brought into that 

one, holy, catholic, and apostolic family we call the Catholic Church. In Baptism, He will 

be given the tools needed on the journey of life: the Scripture and lessons of the faith to 

guide him, the Sacraments to strengthen him, the saints and the community here at St. 

Catharine’s to pray for him and support the family. And when he grows and does well, 

God will love him! And when he messes up, God will forgive him and take him back and 

love him! Just like he loves us, every day of our lives.---] 

So today is indeed a good day to get real with God and take that faith test. Am I truly 

living my baptism each day and growing my faith? So much so that people around me 

notice? 

And the areas that we need to work on… that’s what the Lenten Season is for.  

Growing in Faith and Service to God and our Community, let us get ready to take this 

Lenten journey together as a faith community! 

 


