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Homily All Saints Day 2020 

 

Today we celebrate a great day in our Christian calendar called, “All Saints Day.” It used 

to be called “All Hallows Day” and it’s where we get “Halloween” = All Hallows Eve.  

This feast reminds us that we, as followers of Jesus, are all called to be Saints. The 

Catechism calls this the “universal call to holiness.” That we are to be holy like the 

saints, striving each day to imitate Jesus. 

A good question might be: When do you start to become a Saint? Don’t you have to be 

old and have time to go to mass every day and pray all day to be a Saint?  

The answer to “when do I start” is “TODAY!” You can start right now. If you are 6 or 16 

or 60 or 96, you can start to become a saint. 

There are teenager saints. There are single saints, married saints, religious saints, …even 

some priest saints! There are Pope saints, and King saints. There are fisherman saints 

and doctor saints. There are saints from countries all over the world, Like St. Andrew 

Kim from Korea. There are saints from hundreds of years ago, there are saints from very 

recent like Pope St. John Paull II, Mother Teresa. Blessed Carlo Acutis – I’ll get back to 

him. 

Who are your favorite saints? 

Let’s look at some saints. 

St. Paul, was a craftsman, who made things from leather and tent cloth. He studied to 

be a Rabbi. When he encountered Jesus in a vision, it totally changed him. He traveled 

the known world spreading the Gospel of Jesus and wrote much of the New Testament. 

St. Maria Goretti from Italy was only 12 years old. She was a very spiritual and prayerful 

child and decided to dedicate her life to Jesus. When she was assaulted, she preferred 

to die and remain pure and faithful to Jesus, then to give in to her attacker. 

We all know St. Francis of Assisi.  Born in the 12th century, he was a wild, young man 

from a well-to-do family and wanted to be a knight. In his 20s, he experienced a 

conversion began to desire to be a knight for Christ. He was drawn to free himself from 

worldly things and follow Jesus as a poor beggar and preach the Gospel. 
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Our Patroness, St. Catharine of Genoa was born in Italy in the 15th century. At 16, she 

was married to a nobleman who did not treat her well. She became depressed and 

selfish. One day in confession, she had a powerful experience of God forgiving her and 

loving her. She began to change her life and to be a good example to her husband. She 

became more and more dedicated to caring for he sick and suffering eventually 

managed a large hospital. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe was a Polish Priest, a Franciscan. During world war II he was taken 

to the Nazi death camp Auschwitz, where he volunteered to die in place of a stranger. 

He spent the next two weeks ministering to 9 other prisoners while they starved to 

death. 

St. Patrick, my patron, was born in the Roman Colony Britain. At 16, raiders came and 

took him as a slave to Ireland, where he tended sheep for 6 years. He escaped back 

home and eventually studied to become a priest. In a dream, he heard the call to go 

back to Irish people and Spread Christianity. He used their pagan symbols to teach them 

about Jesus. E.g. Celtic Cross. Because of St. Patrick, Ireland became a Christian country. 

I spoke to the Confirmation candidates about Blessed Carlo Acutis, a teenager born in 

1991 in Milan, Italy.  He is one step away from being a saint. Before he died at age 15 

form Leukemia, Carlo used his genius computer skills to create and manage webpages 

on faith, such as an international exhibit on eucharistic miracles. Carloacutis.com or 

search. 

 

We could go on an on about all the regular people who came to know Jesus in prayer 

and changed their lives little by little to be more like him. Some wrote beautiful 

theological treatises like St. Augustine’s City of God and Confessions. Some showed 

God’s love by serving the poorest of the poor like St. Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa). 

St. Padre Pio heard confessions for hours each day and could read people’s souls. 

But the thing to note is they were all regular people with gifts and talents and with 

weaknesses and temptations. Every day they made choices to be more holy. Some even 

were given the grace to make courageous choices that seem superhuman, like St. 

Maximillian Kolbe and St. Maria Goretti. 

Ok, Where do we start? 
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- Come to Sunday mass (or watching online for now).  

- Praying each day. Add more than just prayers before bed. Add prayers before meals. 

Pray for another people. Pray the rosary as a family. Come to the Rosary Torch this 

week. 

- Reading the Bible 5 minutes a day.  

- Learning about the faith. Like Carlo Acutis, researched faith topics he was interested 

in like Eucharistic Miracle.  

- During holiday seasons, focus less on shopping and more on faith and prayer. 

- Service!!! For many people, the key is putting your faith into practice by serving 

others. We try to teach this by requiring service for religious education. But that is to 

teach that service is part of following Jesus. It starts will little ways we help others 

and grows form there. We can support charities and look for ways to get involved 

(which is difficult during the pandemic). For example, SVDP collects and distributes 

food each month. I would love to see more teens helping with this. There are many 

needs in the local area. It takes caring people to find ways to meet those needs. 

So, when can you start becoming a saint? TODAY. 

How do you start? Prayer, Practice the faith, learn the faith, Serve others. It’s not rocket 

science. But it takes commitment and daily choices – and a lot of help from God. 

Maybe one day, you too, can will be know as Blessed or Saint! 

 


