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Homily Annunciation 2022 

 

There are a number of times angels appear in the Bible. The Youcat #54 describes angels 

as “pure spiritual creatures of God who have understanding and will… do not have 

bodies, cannot die and are usually not visible.” They serve God, day and night. They are 

messengers bringing God’s will and protection to people. 

We can call on angels for help (especially our Guardian Angel) and ask them to intercede 

with God. (#55) 

In Last Sunday’s readings, we saw an angel bring God’s message to Moses through a 

burning bush. We see angels appear throughout the Old Testament, like the 3 angels 

that appeared to Abraham, the angel that appeared to Gideon, an angel appeared to 

Samson’s parents, and the Archangels Gabriel and Michael appeared to the prophet 

Daniel.  

We see angels appear in the New Testament as well, like when an angel opened the 

doors to free the apostles from prison in Acts of the Apostles, chapter 5. Later in Acts 

chapter 12, an angel came to free St. Peter from prison. 

I’d like to point out 3 more appearances of angels: an angel appears to Mary at the 

Annunciation, Angels appear in Bethlehem and the two angels appear at the Empty 

Tomb (john 20, mark 16 Matt 28, Luke 24).  

The angels act as messengers to proclaim Good News to the people.  

1. At today’s feast day event, the Annunciation, the Angel Gabriel comes to the teenage 

Virgin Mary, with the amazing message that she will conceive and give birth to God’s 

Son, Jesus. (Remember an angel appeared to Joseph as well Matthew 1).  

We see the main function of angels, besides praising God and singing, is when angels 

deliver an important message from God to mankind. The simple occurrence of a women 

bearing a son, was actually a world changing event. So, an Angel came to covey God’s 

plan. 

2. Nine months’ later, a choir of angels appeared at Bethlehem to shepherds to 

proclaim the birth of Jesus. They filled the sky and sang, “Glory to God in the 

Highest!” Luke chapter 2. 
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3. And to point out that Jesus completed his work on earth, an angel (or two) appear to 

announce the Resurrection had occurred. Luke describes “two men in dazzling 

garments” appear and say to the women at the tomb, “why do seek the living among 

the dead. He is not here but has been raised!”  

Again, the angels come to convey the world-shattering reality of God’s saving plan in 

action. 

 

Today we focus on the first of these heavenly revelations by angels, the Annunciation of 

the Christ child – the second person of the Holy Trinity coming down from heaven “the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1). As we celebrate this feast in the 

midst of the Lenten journey of sacrifice, and prayer and generosity, we recognize how 

God is always working out his plan of saving us, whether we can see it our not.  

That day, no one could see Mary miraculously conceiving Jesus in her womb. Yet a 

miracle occurred at the voice of the Angel. Mary believed God’s word and fully 

cooperated with his plan. Mary shows us that you don’t have to be old and wise to be 

chosen by God, to hear his call and to follow his will.  

 

As we continue our Lenten Journey, let us listen to God calling us to love and serve our 

neighbor. Let us be willing to give of our time, our gifts and talents, and our resources to 

generously care for each other and build up our faith community. 

God has a plan for each of us, just like he had a plan for Abraham and Moses, and Peter, 

and Mary.  

We may not see and angel appear to us, but if we listen, God will share his message in 

our hearts and call us to a particular mission, specially designed for each of us. 

 


