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Homily Ascension 2021 Higher Love 

 

If you are a music fan, you will often hear in songs of a longing and desire for love. Many 

times, it is short sighted or misguided, but sometimes the lyrics speak of a greater kind 

of love, a higher kind of love. The song I am thinking of today is from the 1980s. I’m a big 

fan of 80s music, although I imagine it looks and sounds quite strange to the young 

people of 2021. But if you can get past the big hair, synthesizers and neon socks, you 

can find some gems. One of them is the song “Higher Love” by Steve Winwood. Now 

this is not my typical style, but I do like this song mostly because of the lyrics.  

You may be asking, “Father, what can a song by Steve Winwood teach us about the 

Ascension?” I’m glad you asked. Here’s the first verse: 

Think about it, there must be higher love 

Down in the heart or hidden in the stars above 

Without it, life is wasted time 

Look inside your heart, I'll look inside mine 

 

Right away we hear of a longing, a desire for a mysterious higher love. But he makes a 

very important discovery- without this higher type of love, “life is wasted time.” What 

kind of love is he longing for? 

Now the video has a bunch of ladies dancing, and he is a young man, so we may assume 

he’s looking for a romantic love. That’s often what modern songs are about, right? 

But maybe there is a deeper level – especially when we read the Scriptures the last few 

weeks, where Jesus is talking about a “love the bears fruit that will remain” and a that 

“there is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15). 

In fact, Steve then tells us the reality of falling into a lower love of this world and how he 

knows that there is something more: 

Things look so bad everywhere 

In this whole world, what is fair? 
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We walk blind and we try to see 

Falling behind in what could be 

“Falling behind in what could be.” It seems that Steve understands that we were made 

for something greater and begs in the chorus: 

Bring me a higher love 

Bring me a higher love, ohoh 

Bring me a higher love 

Where's that higher love I keep thinking of? 

  

One of the things that I appreciate about our culture and especially the young people, is 

that many people are searching for something greater than themselves, like Steve 

Winwood was. And I believe that this higher love can only be found in Loving God and 

Loving one another as Jesus does. 

We hear in the readings today about Jesus Ascending back to heaven in front of his 

disciples. Can you imagine? How does that work? But it is clear Jesus is greater than this 

world. And he invites us to live a higher kind of love. 

What is this higher love? 

St. Paul tells us his letter to the people in Ephesus (in modern day Turkey): 

“Live in a manner worth of your call, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 

bearing with one another through love. Striving to preserve the unity of the spirit and the 

bond of peace.”  

Our higher love is one of humility – putting others before ourselves, and gentleness and 

being patient with people’s faults. Ultimately, we are invited to a higher love of unity 

and peace. In other words, a love that brings people together and makes us one as 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

But as Steve pointed out we “fall behind in what could be.” Many times, we see not 

unity, but division. Not humility and patience, but intolerance and rants on social media 

and conflict and disrespect.  
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But if we strive for this higher love, our actions will try to bring unity and peace. Which 

often means we have to swallow our pride and listen to another’s perspective and seek 

to care for others even if we disagree with them.  

The other thing that we should realize from the Ascension is that it appears Jesus left 

before his work was finished. The gospel of love and mercy was preached to some, but 

really only a small part of the world. There was no church yet and he left while he only 

preached in Israel, a small country. What about the rest of the job? 

In the Gospel of Mark, we hear the answer: “Go into the whole world and proclaim the 

gospel to every creature.” Jesus did not do all the work himself. He absolutely changed 

the world by his life, death and Resurrection on Easter morning. That was his job. But 

now he invites his disciples to tell people about it – to make the Gospel known to the 

whole world.  

Jesus counted on them to make this higher love, the Gospel love, known everywhere. 

Today Jesus is counting on us to do the same! 

Later in the song, Steve Winwood seems to sing a prayer: 

I could light the night up with my soul on fire 

I could make the sun shine from pure desire 

Let me feel that love come over me 

Let me feel how strong it could be 

 

He asked for a love that will set his soul on fire and that will shine like the sun. It sounds 

like a beautiful prayer of petition asking for this higher love. 

But how are people to know and feel this love?  

We are to use our gifts and talents and abilities, including our voices, maybe not to sing, 

but to proclaim this higher love. St. Paul says God gives us people with different roles in 

the Church to do this:  “He gave some as apostles, others as prophets, others as 

evangelists, others and pastors and teachers…”   
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These are the leaders. What do leaders do? He says: “equip the holy ones for the work of 

ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we attain unity of faith and knowledge 

of the Son of God…” 

We leaders are supposed to equip the “holy ones,” that’s what St. Paul calls the people 

of the Church, to spread the Gospel and bring unity and faith and knowledge of Jesus. 

This is the teamwork I keep talking about through the year. We each use our gifts and 

talents, in all kinds of ways, to spread the Gospel and build up the Church. That’s what 

Jesus planned for.  

He taught us and saved us and then Ascended back to Heaven. But he is with us through 

the Holy Spirit to empower us to this work of ministry to each other. And this is a world-

changing ministry. It is basically the call to tell others about this higher love of the 

Gospel.  

What if everyone heard and obeyed the call to really “Love your neighbor as ourselves?” 

The world would change. We are to be the reminders, the teachers, the ones that 

practice what we preach. 

 

The Ascension means that Jesus got out of the way so we could get to work. That we 

would love and serve each other and invite others to also get to work to love and serve.  

Today we learn that we are called to bring unity and peace by bringing this Higher love 

to others. We are called to love with humility and patience and respect, empowered 

through our baptism and filled with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit (like the Confirmation 

candidates who will receive the Gifts of the Spirit the next two weeks.).  

This week as we draw nearer to Pentecost, the anniversary of the coming of the Spirit 

on the disciples, we pray that the Lord will set our hearts on fire with this Higher Gospel 

Love so that we may “light up the night” and that others may know that love and mercy 

and truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 


