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Homily Ash Wednesday 2022 

 

What is the meaning of the ashes? Ashes are a sign of repentance. Remember the Palms 

from Passion Sunday? The ashes are the burnt palms. But what does this burning of 

palms used to celebrate Jesus and putting it on our foreheads mean? 

On the surface level, it is a sign, a witness, to our faith and that we begin this Lenten 

Journey of 40 days as a community of faith. 

But it goes deeper. Let’s focus more on what the Palms can mean for us… 

 

Think of the palms as the following: 

1. A False commitment.  Palms were waved by the people as Jesus entered Jerusalem. 

But those same people abandoned Jesus when he was arrested on Holy Thursday. So 

the palms also welcomed Jesus to end his journey in death. 

For the times we have been unfaithful, we burn the Palms to ashes and we repent. 

 

2. Think of the palms as choosing Comfort. Picture the Palms waving to cool us as we 

relax and eat grapes. They represent the times we choose comfort or pleasure 

instead of denying ourselves and taking up our cross like Jesus commands his 

followers. Sometimes we choose comfort, instead of witnessing to our faith: we fail 

to speak up; we go with the flow. For example, we know we should go to mass on 

Sundays, but we make sports or activities more important. 

For the times we chose comfort over Jesus, we burn the Palms to ashes and we repent 

 

3. As servants wave to adore their king, sometimes we think too much of ourselves and 

fail to reach out and help others in their need. We are used to having possessions 

and the security of wealth all around us hardly needing anything, while people in out 

county, state, world are suffering in their need. It is easy to ignore them. 

For the times we failed to love others as Jesus loves us, we burn these Palms to ashes 

and we repent. 
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We burn these palms to ashes and place them on our foreheads as a sign of our 

commitment to journey together these 40 days of Lent. We promise to make changes to 

live our faith better by getting back to the basics of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.  

- Prayer in the community, daily personal prayer, prayer with out spouse and 

family.  

- Fasting from comforts and pleasures and things we don’t really need to MAKE 

ROOM that what we really need, a closer relationship with God and others.  

- Almsgiving – we reevaluate our resources and make a new plan to be more 

generous to those in need, giving of our Time, our Talent, and our Treasure to 

worthy causes and even getting our hands dirty helping others directly. 

The Good news is that God forgives our betrayal, our unfaithfulness, our selfishness, our 

weakness. He takes us back every time we repent and desire to return to his love. Let 

these ashes be a sign of this. 

May our Lenten Journey of 40 days, help us draw closer to God’s loving mercy so that 

we may be empowered to love one another as he loves us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


