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Homily Baptism of the Lord 2020 Be Identified with Jesus 

 

I’m sure some people first think we priests were always priests from the womb I guess, 

never got in trouble, never kissed a girl, were always super holy… as I am now. LOL.  

News flash: I wasn’t always a priest. I was never super holy, nor am I super holy now, 

though I am trying hard to be. From a pretty early age, I knew I loved God and going to 

Church and I struggled to live my faith. In fact, when I was about 15 and worked in a 

rectory, a friend said to be “Pat, I wish I had your deep faith.” I did not really get what he 

was saying at the time. 

Many of you know that I had a life before being a priest. I worked as an engineer for 8 

years. I worked 6 years as a Systems Engineer for the Aegis program for Navy Destroyers 

and Cruisers. I really loved this job and I think I was pretty good at it. But for most of my 

career, I kept my faith life hidden at work. 

That all changed when 9-11 happened. As people were struggling to figure out how to 

react, my first response was to ask, “shouldn’t we praying for our leaders?” My mom 

texted me that she prayed with some people at work. I thought, that’s what I should do. 

I talked to another guy at work who was a Christian, we reserved a conference room 

and put out an email inviting people to a “moment of silence and prayer” at noon. 

About 30 people showed up and we prayed. 

That experience broke down the wall between my faith life and work life. It effectively 

“outted” me as a Christian. After that, people kind of looked at me differently. In fact, a 

year later, I was asked to lead part of the memorial service for the whole company. 

For better or for worse, I was identified as a Christian. 

--- 

The feast we celebrate today is one of Identifying or “outing” Jesus as the Son of God. 

For 30 years, he led a mostly hidden life in a backwater town of Nazareth, learning the 

family business from his foster father, Joseph. Perhaps triggered by Joseph’s death, 

Jesus left his mother in Nazareth in search of John, the wild man baptizing in the Jordan. 

Picture Jesus wandering up and getting in line with the other pilgrims as John preached 

repentance and baptized people. The first person to recognize him was John himself. “I 
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am not fit to baptize you, it should be the other way around”, John had said. But Jesus 

insisted it was to fulfill God’s will. 

As Jesus knelt in the river, and John raised his arms and let the water flow over Jesus’ 

head, something profound happened: the sky opened, and the Spirit descended on him 

looking like a dove, and a voice was heard coming from the heavens, “You are my 

beloved Son, with you I am well pleased.” 

Uh oh. Now Jesus was IDENTIFIED. Now people looked at him differently, wondering 

what this all meant. I am sure they did not understand this new idea – a man is also 

God’s Son. 

Then we start to see a shift, people stop following John the Baptist and start following 

Jesus. Jesus starts preaching and baptizing and healing. John starts fading into the 

background. 

And the religious and political leaders start to identify Jesus – as a troublemaker. 

But the sick and the sinners - they Identify Jesus too – as a source of love and healing 

and reconciliation – as a second chance! 

And people started to follow Jesus and identify themselves as disciples. They tried to 

learn and put his teachings into practice. Many left their normal lives to find this new 

life with Him. 

Jesus later identified 12 men as Apostles, chosen to carry his life and teaching forward. 

They would lead his Church.  

Eventually, Jesus’ identity as Son of God became too much to bear. The religious leaders 

sought to put him to death and succeeded. However, in his death on the Cross and 

miraculous Resurrection, Jesus was Identified as truly the Savior of the World!  

--- 

Where does this leave us? 

The feast of the Baptism of the Lord is also our feast day. It is the day we are identified. 

By our baptism we are declared Christians – disciples of Jesus. In fact, the Catechism 

tells us that our soul is permanently marked by baptism. In other words, we are 

tattooed, with an invisible mark. It’s kind of like the ink that can only be seen under a 

blacklight. Our mark of baptism can only be seen by God. 
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We can choose to keep this identity hidden, like I did at work. Or we can be identified. 

Therefore, this feast day is also a day of reckoning.  

Today, we are issued a challenge. We have reached a decision point and the Lord waits 

to hear our response. He dares us to say “Our Father” for real. 

Will we identify ourselves with Jesus? Will we “out” ourselves in our families, our 

neighbors, our schools, our teams, our workplace? Or will we remain hidden? If we do, 

then we are committed to follow all of Jesus’ teachings, even loving our enemies, and 

being willing to dialog with those who think differently and attempt to fid ways to share 

God’s love even with those who don’t believe as we do. 

 

The feast of the Baptism of the Lord also has a message for us. Since we are identified 

with Jesus by our Baptism, then what the Lord says to Jesus, he says to us today. Let us 

listen and ingest this important message of how God sees us. What did God say? 

You are my beloved Son, You are my beloved daughter, with you I am well pleased. 

Identify yourself as the beloved child you are! The world needs you! 


