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Homily Christ the King 2019 Fr Pat      5pm, 930am 

Today is the last Sunday of the Church Year (liturgical calendar). Next Sunday starts … 

Advent – new Church year. We close the year by celebrating Jesus as “King of the 

Universe.” What a great way to end the year – to remember what it is all about – Jesus, 

our king. 

But what does being our King mean? 

The 1st reading shows that as the people of Israel grew, they wanted to have a King, like 

the neighboring nations. They asked God for a king and he reluctantly allowed it. 

Because God really wanted that he himself would always be their King. 

Next, St Paul teaches us about what the kingdom is like: “He delivered us for the power 

of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved son, in whom we have 

redemption the forgiveness of sins.” The kingdom of this world is darkness and sin and 

selfishness. We can see the pain and suffering in the world – mostly caused by 

selfishness and greed. “I want to hoard things and have MORE than I need: a house full 

of stuff, attic, garage, plus a storage unit.” While others in our community lack the 

basics of food, clothing, shelter, education. Luckily, God’s kingdom is about forgiveness. 

St. Paul also says in Romans 14:17 ; “the kingdom of God is [a matter of] of 

righteousness, peace, and joy in the holy Spirit.” 

Lastly, in the Gospel -Jesus Christ is King. But his throne is not an earthly throne of gold, 

velvet and jewels. Rather - what is Jesus’ throne? The cross. Christ’s kingship is one of 

power, yet this power is used to humbly serve others, to wash each other’s feet (John 

13) and ultimately to die to save us. 

Ok, but how do we make Christ our King? 

Youcat (Youth Catechism) #89 asks: To whom did Jesus promise the “kingdom of God”? 

“The kingdom of God” begins in those who allow themselves to be transformed by God’s 

love. In Jesus’ experience these are above all the poor and the lowly. Jesus turns first to 

those who are socially marginalized, the poor, the sorrowing, victims of violence and 

persecution, those who seek God with a pure heart and seek his mercy, justice, peace. 

Especially invited are sinners: ”Those who are well do not need a physician, but those 

who are sick. I came to call NOT the righteous, but sinners. (Mk 2:17)” 
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Therefore, we imitate Jesus in our humility, in loving others and sharing his heart for the 

poor, the outcast, those suffering. This church year we read from the Gospel of Luke. 

We saw Luke’s emphasis on this characteristic of Jesus’ heart – a great love for the lowly 

ones. 

Youcat #139 Lay vocation – lay people are sent to engage society so that the kingdom of 

God can grow among us. We are to be like leaven – mixed like yeast into flour, so the 

dough will rise and be changed. We are to sow the seeds of the kingdom in the rest of 

society, which many times resists this type of humble, sacrificial love. 

Another insight comes from the Lord’s Prayer (Our Father):  Youcat #520 What does it 

mean to say “Thy kingdom come”? When we pray “thy kingdom come,” we call for Christ 

to come again, as he promised, and for God’s reign, which has already begun here on 

earth, to prevail definitively... “to will everything that God wills, to will it always, in all 

circumstances without reservation: that is the kingdom of God which is entirely within.” 

That’s one reason why at mass we “dare to say” the Our Father. “Thy kingdom come.” 

We dare to ask God to send us to sow the seeds of the Kingdom -- to be an example of 

loving service to our neighbor, which goes against selfishness and greed.  

Let me share an example of something I experienced that is a regular part of St. 

Catharine’s… the St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVDP) thanksgiving basket collection.  

This/Yesterday morning, a group of parishioners gathered to collect the baskets of 

Thanksgiving food for which we have been doing signups the past few weekends. I saw a 

group of “not-so-young” people, some my age and a bunch of teenagers waiting as 

parishioners pulled their cars up to drop off food. The team would go over to the car 

and bring the baskets into the parish hall. When the parish hall was full, we put the 

additional boxes of food on the ground outside until it was a sea of boxes.  

The baskets were skillfully organized for our “neighbors” – families in the area that 

could use a little extra help. 60-65 families received baskets containing a frozen turkey, 

stuffing, yams, cans of veggies, and other fixings so they could celebrate Thanksgiving. 

The ladies organized the food and had teens and adults help carry the food to the 

neighbors’ cars. All this was going on: cars pulling up, were unloaded. Families came to 

pick up baskets and the team carried them to their cars. It was a swarm of charity.  The 

teamwork of parishioners helping the community was a beautiful thing to witness. 
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This went on all morning. About 9:30, an SUV from the Salvation Army pulled up and we 

gave them a bunch of boxes of food that added to what they were distributing this 

holiday. At about 10:30, a 15-foot moving truck pulled up. “The truck’s here!” brought 

the team over as a half dozen teenage boys piled into the truck and the team of teens 

and adults loaded box after box of food. We loaded that truck 3-4 feet high with the 

remaining boxes. That would go to the St. Peter Clavier SVDP in Asbury park, where they 

distribute to about 500 families in the area.  

The Youth group cooked a yummy breakfast for the volunteers and celebrated the 

success of the thanksgiving basket collection and the impact to the greater community. 

This, my friends, in an example of living the kingdom!  

People took time to think of other people’s needs, they went out and bought items to 

bring a bit of joy to help these lowly ones celebrate the holiday better. Some 

parishioners took time to organize the distribution. Some brought their muscles. Some 

brought a friendly smile to those asking for help. Others prepared some breakfast. All 

worked together in a great, big act of loving service. It may not have fixed all the 

problems of the world, but it had a great impact on our community – it brought joy. It 

bought joy to those who shopped and made pretty baskets. It brought joy to those who 

carried boxes. It brought joy to those families that received baskets. It brought joy to the 

other organizations which will further distribute these items to more communities. 

Ah! What would the world be like if we acted like this every day? It would be a taste of 

the kingdom! Instead of fighting – peace. Instead of hatred and discrimination - 

compassion. Instead of haves and have-nots – sharing. And all around a sense of joy. 

We will never experience this perfectly in this life, however, we are called to make a 

difference. Mostly by cultivating a heart like Jesus – a heart filled with joy in loving 

service to the lowly.  

As this Church year closes, and we look forward to Advent and Christmas, may we make 

a commitment to make room to for Jesus to be our King. Our King here at mass each 

week. Our King of our homes each day. Our King in our communities. Our King in school. 

Let us be willing to offer ourselves as a living sacrifice, desiring to do God’s will as the 

YouCat says: “to will it always, in all circumstances, without reservation: that is the 

kingdom of God!”  


