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Homily Christ the King 2020* 

 

The 1995 movie First Knight is a story in the tradition of King Arthur and Camelot. Sean 

Connery played King Arthur, who after many wars, has established a kingdom of justice 

and peace. King Arthur established the Knights of the Round Table to rules as a 

brotherhood based in a life of service. Camelot and the Round table are an ideal society 

that will promote the common good so that all inhabitants may have what they need 

and live in peace.  

Christ’s Kingdom 

Today we celebrate Christ the King.  The Church on earth and in heaven is Christ’s 

Kingdom. What kind of kingdom is Christ’s Kingdom? 

Now Camelot is a kingdom of great ideals: justice, peace, brotherhood, service, servant 

leaders, common good.  

Christ’s kingdom is based on the Gospel, we have two goals have the two great 

commandments: Love God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength and love your 

neighbor as yourself. Jesus goes further and says there is no greater love than to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends. 

Christ’s kingdom has a ruler that is the Good shepherd, who loves his sheep so much, 

that he died to save us. Listen to what the Lord says how he wants to care for his sheep: 

“I myself will pasture my sheep; 

I myself will give them rest, says the Lord GOD.  

The lost I will seek out, 

the strayed I will bring back, 

the injured I will bind up, 

the sick I will heal…” 

 

We are expected to imitate this kind of love. 

The Gospel today shows us how Christ will judge us based on how we love. This is how 

we are to serve our neighbor: 
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“For I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

a stranger and you welcomed me, 

naked and you clothed me, 

ill and you cared for me, 

in prison and you visited me.’ 

 

Our Kingdom 

Camelot and the Church in Heaven and Earth are two examples of Kingdoms. What kind 

of kingdom is our kingdom? 

We are indeed Kings and Queens of our castles -- or at least our condos. We are princes 

and princesses in our local realm.  

By what values do we govern our households and lives? Do we imitate Christ and try to 

be people of virtue, like the saints? Do we seek justice and peace and the common 

good?  

As I mentioned, today we celebrate Christ the King. To make this a reality in our 

“kingdom” we must seek to make Christ our ruler and imitate him by: 

• Feeding the Hungry 

• Welcoming the Stranger 

• Clothing the naked 

• Caring for the sick 

• Visiting the imprisoned. 

 

We can certainly work to be successful, have a nice house and car. We can put many 

hours into studies and education and preparing for a career. We can excel at and learn 

all those valuable lessons sports and activities teach us like teamwork, how to be a good 

loser and a humble winner. We can go on vacations (eventually after COVID) and enjoy 

various types of leisure.  

We can do all these things in good conscience, if we first recognize what kind of 

kingdom we are striving to lead and the values by which we make decisions. If we make 

Christ our King and seek what is important in his kingdom first, like living a life of service, 

then we are making our little kingdom be part of Christ’s Kingdom. 
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Today is a great reflection and decision day. Today we choose to surrender our Kingship, 

so that Jesus can be our king. We take on his values as our values: Love God and serve 

our neighbor.  

 

Today let us declare to the world – Christ is my King – by the way we love. Amen. 


