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Homily Christ the King 2021 King of the U-ni-verse? 

 

I was streaming an interesting indie film from earlier this year called “Alienated” (2021). 

It is one of those “not-quite-Hollywood quality” movies, filmed somewhere in Nevada 

but pretending to be Los Angeles. Anyway, it is a story about a physicist David, who is 

trying to invent space travel, and who, one day, encounters a UFO flying in the park. He 

meets a free-spirited and mysterious artist, Jordan. They fall in love. Spoiler alert: Jordan 

turns out to be an alien.  

These kinds of movies make you think – are there aliens living among us? Is there 

intelligent life on other planets? 

--- Here’s another spoiler alert – I’m going to geek out a bit and may possibly make your 

brain hurt, ok? ---- 

Just from the sheer number of planets and stars in the vast Universe, one could say that 

odds are that there is life somewhere else in space. Let’s assume that there is life on 

other planets somewhere out there, but we just haven’t encountered them yet.  What 

does that mean for us Christians and for today’s feast we call Christ the King? 

Is Jesus only the Savior of some people, of part of the world or all of the world (whether 

people know it or not!) And beyond that, Christ is King, but is he King of just humans or 

is he the King of aliens, too? 

Well, the official name of today’s feast (the last Sunday in the Church year since we start 

Advent next week and a new Church year) is “Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe!” 

Yes, King of the U-ni-verse! Meaning King of Ev-ery-thing! 

That’s a pretty BOLD statement that the Church is making, isn’t it! And either it is true or 

it’s a bunch of baloney. Either Jesus IS king of the universe or not.  

This leads us to a more basic question: where did the Universe come from? Where did 

all the planets and stars and matter and molecules that we are made of come from? 

Humankind has been trying to understand this fundamental question for hundreds of 

years. We are still trying to understand it.  

The most widely accepted THEORY is that the universe started with a “Big Bang.” 
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The Big Bang Theory states that 13.8 billion years ago, all matter was a very hot, dense 

small ball, called a Singularity and that dense ball exploded. The massive explosion made 

it expand and spread out in space. As it cooled, it formed fundamental particles in giant 

clouds. Gravity brought the particles together into stars and then galaxies and planets 

and everything we know. 

Now here’s an interesting question: if the Big Bang started with an infinitely hot, dense, 

small ball of matter that exploded… where did that infinitely hot, dense, small ball of 

stuff come from? 

 

Some scientists would say it came from nothing. That there was matter and antimatter 

which cancelled each other out, adding up to zero. Or maybe there is dark matter, 

matter we can’t see, except that seems to have come way after the Big Bang. 

Or maybe it started with a Universe that was mostly empty, except it was filled with 

energy. However, Einstein’s equation E=mc2 tells us that mass and energy are 

interchangeable. Starting with a whole lot of energy is not nothing. It is still stuff. 

What I am trying to say is - whatever “stuff” the Big Bang started with – matter, 

antimatter, dark matter, or pure energy – that “Original Stuff” had to come from 

somewhere… or someone. 

There are other theories that talk about multiple universes or other dimensions, but 

with all our intelligence and exploration and really cool technological equipment, we still 

do not know from science where the Original Stuff came from. 

 

Our faith, however, tells us the Original Stuff came from God. In fact, God revealed to us 

that God created the universe “ex nihilo” – out of nothing. In the Creed, we say that God 

is the maker of everything - the visible and even the invisible! God made matter, 

antimatter, dark matter, energy, gravity, whatever – God is the creator of everything. 

Way back when there was Nothing, only God existed. Then God decided to create the 

Universe out of love. He is the master Architect and Builder, the one who thought up 

the idea of a Universe, he designed it, he created the Original Stuff, and he set the 

universe in motion, which seems to be about 13.8 billion years ago.  
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All this conversation gets us to some basic facts… 

The universe (or universes) came from somewhere. Science is awesome, but we humans 

still don’t know exactly how. We certainly don’t know where the Original Stuff came 

from.  We are still working on it. 

We Christians know from faith that God created the Universe out of nothing. That 

means God and his Son Jesus and the Holy Spirit, the Trinity, created the Stuff that 

makes up everything that has existed, exists now, or will exist until the end of time 

throughout space. Whether visible or invisible (from the creed!) 

And check this out! God created the stuff that makes up Earth and all the animals, and 

people, the mountains, the ocean, the sky. Science can help us to see just how 

Awesome God is. God created the stuff the makes up the moon and the other planets 

(back in my day there were nine planets. But now we say eight planets and some dwarf 

planets in our solar system.) 

God created all the stuff that makes up the 400 billion planets and all the stars in just 

our one galaxy, we call “the Milky Way”. God created all the stuff that makes up the 

over 700 quintillion (700 plus 18 zeroes) planets in the galaxies throughout the universe. 

By the way this is only for the observable universe, that we can see (which is 92 billion 

light years in diameter). The light from farther away hasn’t even reached us yet! 

Our God, created ALL THIS. Because he loves us. We are to share the goodness of the 

Universe with each other. 

Getting back to Aliens… chances are there could be life on one or more of those 700 

quintillion planets. And if there is, God would be their God, too! Jesus would be their 

Savior, too. They would be our brothers and sisters, too. 

So, therefore, Today, we can declare with the Church that Jesus is:  

Lord Jesus, King of the U-ni-verse …and 700 quintillion planets!! 

 


